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Do not stand

By my grave, and cry—

I am not there,

I did not die.

[Immortality — Clare Harner]

Art has always been bound up with beauty, but the beauty that
aims at the Beautiful and the universal Truth of the Grand
Narratives has been buried—however much some may still mourn
its glorious past. Now, the art of the Postmodern is the free play of
the artist in the role of creator and of the audience in the role of
carrying forward the schools of art. The brief article below is, first,
an attempt to examine the grand narrative and the path by which it
legitimates itself, and then to present art as a counter-case, along

legitimati

cettimation with the way the little narrative legitimates itself through paralogy.
TOM LUQC

Xin dung dang

Bén m¢ t61, ma khéc—

Toi tuy xa,

Tur khoa: Dai-tu-su,
tiéu-tu-su, nghé thuat,
nghich bién, hop thurc
hoa

Song chang mat di dau.
[Immortality — Clare Harner]

Nghé thuat van ludn gin lién v6i cai dep, nhung cai dep hudng
dén cai My va Chan 1y chung cua nhitng Dai-tu-su dd bi chén vui
mic cho nhitng ai van dang than khoc cho mot qua khir hung trang
cua no. Gio day, nghé thuat cia Hau hién dai la sy rong choi ctuia
nghé si trong vai tro kién tao va nguoi thuong thire trong vai tro
tiép ndi cac truong phai ngh¢ thuat. Bai viét ngan dudi day trude
tién nhu mot nd lyc tim hiéu vé dai-ty-sy va con duong hop thuc
hoa chinh no, sau do trinh bay vé nghé thuat nhu mot ddi chimg
va cach thic tiéu-tu-su hop thirc héa nho nghich bién.
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Gi6i thiéu

Jean-Francois Lyotard (1924-1998) quan niém “Hau hién dai” 1a sy ngo vuc ddi véi cac dai-
tu-su (grands récits). Cao chung cho dai-tu-su nay von bat ngudn tir cac bude tién cua tri thire
khoa hoc. Mic dii Lyotard khong dé cap nghé thuat nhu phan chinh yéu trong The Postmodern
Condition, dau vay tac pham kinh dién vén ma su két thiic ciia cac dai-ty-sy nhu sy khai phong
cho nghé thuat! dic biét thoi Hau hién dai.

Dai-tu-su van duge hiéu nhu nhitng cau chuyén tu sy hodc huyén thuyét, mang trong minh chan
Iy hodc nguyén tic chung, phd quat nham giai thich mot cach toan dién sy phirc tap cua thé
gidi. Voi hé théng ly thuyét téng quat, dai-ty-sy nhu mot dam may bao trum cac su kién lich
str, hién tuwong van hoa hodc cac hoat dong xa hoi, nhu gam mau chu dao ciia mot birc tranh?,
no6 anh hudng va chiém wu thé. Nguyén nhan dan dén sy tan ra cia cac dai-tu-su hinh thanh tur
nd luc hop thirc hoa hodc quy giam thé gidi von da tap vao chi mot thudc tinh duy nhat. Dau
cho 16n lao “sim sét” va c6 tim anh hudéng nhu thé nao, ban chat cta dai-tu-su van chi 1a nhiing
khung 1y thuyét nham mé ta thuc tai khach quan vén khong c6 gi dam bao chic chén ring
nhing gi dugc mo ta thuc-tai-nhu-nod-1a. Céc dai-tu-sy khong du tu cach hop thire hoa? cho ca
mdt phong cach tu duy, nht 14 khi chinh chung ciing gap phai nhitg khung hoang ndi tai do
thiéu cac diéu kién vé sy nhat quan va su kiém ching, kiém sai* vén 13 yéu t6 tién quyét cho
c4c nganh khoa hoc dang day séng. Cung v6i nhitng dong thai nd Iyc hgp thirc hoa chinh minh
cta tri thirc khoa hoc qua nhitng quy chuan va nguyén tic, thé giéi nghé thuét ciing phai ddi
mat véi mot cudc khung hoang vé hop thuc héa boi chinh nghé thuat cling dugc coi nhu mdt
tri thirc khoa hoc & thoi hién dai.

Nghé thuat trude thoi hau hién dai duoc phu bang mot dai-tu-sy dé 4p khudn cho tat ca cac tac
pham nghé thuat, no ciing ¢ ging dé dat dugc “dong thuan phd quat” nhd tranh luan theo 16i
cua Habermas, hay sur “dong diéu chan troi” nho dbi thoai cua Gadamer dé tim thay trong d6
su thuan khiét vé ca hinh thire 1an noi dung. Duong nhu, ca dai-tu-su, nghé thuat, va cdc nganh
khoa hoc déu nd luc dat to1 mot su théng nhét cho tat cd, nhung, Lyotard cho réng su voi mot
cudc khung hoang vé hop thirc hoa béi chinh nghé thuit ciing dwoc coi nhu mot tri thirc khoa
hoc ¢ thoi hién dai.

Nghé thuat trude thoi hau hién dai duoc phu bang mot dai-tu-sy dé 4p khudn cho tat ca cac tac
pham nghé thuat, no ciing ¢ ging dé dat dugc “dong thuan phd quat” nhd tranh luan theo 16i
cia Habermas, hay su “dong diéu chan troi” nho dbi thoai cua Gadamer dé tim thay trong d6
su thuan khiét vé ca hinh thire 1an noi dung. Duong nhu, ca dai-tu-sy, nghé thuat, va cdc nganh
khoa hoc déu nd lyc dat t6i mot sy thong nhat cho tat ca, nhung, Lyotard cho rang sy dong

! Triét hoc phuong Tay dugc dinh hinh v6i b ba Chan (vé tri thirc) - Thlen (vé dao duc) - My (vé cai dep), thuat ngit “nghé
thudt” trong bai viét xét theo nghia Dai-ty-sy nhu con duong dan ti Chan ly i cao, cai My. “Ngh¢ thudt” xét hep hon theo nghia
Tiéu-tu-su thi dan t6i nhimg trai nghiém nghé thuat, bao ham trong thudng thirc va sang tao tac pham ngh¢ thuat, su linh hoi cia giac
quan theo nghia rong.

2 Vi dy cho cac Dai-ty-sy: Chu nghia duy 1y (Tinh than Tuyét d6i - Hegel), Chii nghia Marx (X4 hoi chii nghia), tham chi Chu
nghia Ki-td gido (Thién Chiia va On Ctru d6) va céc 1y thuyét v& tién bo x4 hoi.

3 Hop thirc hoa, dugc hidu 12 mot tién trinh, cAn theo cac quy tac nhu mot quy pham.

4 Karl Popper dé nghj phuong phép cta khoa hoc 1a thir va loai bé cai sai (falsification). Tri thirc khoa hoc phat trién khi n6
¢6 kha nang kiém sai.
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thudn mot chan troi, 6n dinh hoa khong bao gid dat t6i dugc boi luén c6 mot ai d6 dén pha v

trat tu cua “ly tri”.’

Cudc khing hoang vé sy hop thirc hoa trong khoa hoc, theo Jean-Frangois Lyotard, khong dugc
giai quyét théng qua mot dai-tu-su tong quat, ma bang nhing tiéu-tu-su (petit récits). Ong cung
cap su hop thirc hoa cho timg thanh phan cu thé, thay vi nd luc gom gép moi thtr thanh mot
tong thé duy nhét. Cac tiéu-ty-sy dugc hiéu nhur con dudng dat t6i chéan 1y timg phan, phan anh
su da dang, phurc tap cua thuc tai va khong tham vong giai thich toan bd thyec tai. Dai-tu-su von
dai dién cho cac mot birc tranh toan canh vé thé gidi nhu “tan ra” thanh timg mang vun nhé nhu
nghé thuat phai Mosaic®, ddu vdy mdi manh riéng mang theo nhiing tri s6 dung hanh (valences
pragmatique) dac thu. Dudi goc nhin cua tro choi ngdn ngit, thi nhitng manh riéng 1¢ khong
nhat nhiét phai c6 tinh thun nhat v6i nhau dé tao nén mot ngdn ngir 6n dinh boi chung 13 nhiing
tiéu-tu-su. Lyotard dat niém tin réng “Tiéu-tu-sw van la hinh thirc t6i wu (par excellence) cho
tri tuwdng tuwong sang tao, va nhdt la trong khoa hoc”’. Dudng nhu ¢6 mot sy chuyén dich tim
c& tir dai-tu-su mang tinh khach quan va dong nhét sang ddng thuan mot chan troi, on dinh hoa
khong bao gio dat t6i duoc boi ludn c6 mot ai d6 dén pha v trat tu cua “Iy tri”.8

Cudc khing hoang vé sur hop thirc hoa trong khoa hoc, theo Jean-Frangois Lyotard, khong dugc
giai quyét théng qua mot dai-tu-su tong quat, ma bang nhing tiéu-tu-su (petit récits). Ong cung
cap su hop thic hoa cho timg thanh phan cu thé, thay vi nd luc gom gép moi thtr thanh mot
tong thé duy nhét. Cac tiéu-ty-sy dugc hiéu nhur con dudng dat t6i chéan 1y timg phan, phan anh
su da dang, phurc tap cua thuc tai va khong tham vong giai thich toan bd thyc tai. Dai-tu-su von
dai dién cho cac mot birc tranh toan canh vé thé gidi nhu “tan ra” thanh timg mang vun nhé nhu
nghé thuét phai Mosaic®, du vdy mdi manh riéng mang theo nhiing tri s6 dung hanh (valences
pragmatique) dac thu. Dudi goc nhin cua tro choi ngdn ngit, thi nhitng manh riéng 1¢ khong
nhat nhiét phai c6 tinh thuan nhat v6i nhau dé tao nén mot ngdn ngir 6n dinh boi chung 13 nhiing
tiéu-tu-su. Lyotard dat niém tin réng “Tiéu-tu-sw van la hinh thirc t6i wu (par excellence) cho
tri tuwdng tieong sang tao, va nhat la trong khoa hoc”’'°. Dudng nhu ¢6 mot su chuyén dich tim
c& tir dai-tu-su mang tinh khach quan va dong nhat sang hién thyc cta kinh nghiém cii nén viéc
day manh sang tao va tim kiém nhiing thir méi 1a diéu Lyotard mudn huéng ti.

Cling tuong tu trong nganh ngh¢ thuat, trong khi Lyotard ting h¢ ngh¢ thuat tién phong, 6ng chi
trich chu nghia hi¢n thyc, von 1a nhiing tac phém thé hién hinh anh thuc té co thé chép nhan
dugc vé thuc tai thé gidi. Lyotard tin rang cac nghé si nén dit cau hoi vé cac quy udc cua chi
nghia hién thyc va phan dbi cac 10i kéu goi théng nhét. Pung vay, néu cir di theo sy dong nhét,
it s& chang c6 nhiing ang tho khong bi bo budc vao bat ctr quy tic hanh vin nhu cia Stephane
Mallarmé. Chu nghia hi¢n thyc 1a sy 1én ngdi ciia ngh¢ thuat hién dai nhung lai bi hoai nghi sau

5 Jean-Frangois Lyotard, Hoan canh hdu hién dai, Ngan Xuyén dich (Ha Noi: Nxb. Tri thuc, 2027), 217.
. ? Mosaic (khén:l) la mot truong phai tfir tuong vé nghé }huaﬁt trang tri. Phong cach thiét ké Mosaic duoc tao nén tir tap hop
gom nhiéu manh nho x&p thanh lai voi nhau dé tao ra mot khoi tong thé thong nhat.
7 Lyotard, Hoan canh hdu hién dai, 215.
8 Jean-Frangois Lyotard, Hoan canh hdu hién dai, Ngan Xuyén dich (Ha Noi: Nxb. Tri thure, 2027), 217.
. 9 Mosaic (khé.ﬂ"l) la mot truong phai t}’ir tuong vé nghé }huét trang tri. Phong cach thiét ké Mosaic duoc tao nén tir tap hop
gom nhiéu manh nho xép thanh lai voi nhau d€ tao ra mot khoi tong thé thong nhat.
10 Lyotard, Hoan cdanh hdu hién dai, 215.
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sic vé kha nang thé hién thuc tai thé gi61 ¢ hau hién dai. Nghé thuat tré thanh twong ddi, ngéu
nhién va roi rac. Thay vi trinh bay mdt thuc tai cu thé, ong dua ra mot nghich bién rﬁng nghé
thudt cdn minh chimg sy khong ddy du cta n6. Diéu nay c6 nghia rang nghé thuat dai dién cho
cai khong thé dai dién. Ngh¢ thuat trinh bay mgt thir khong thé trinh bay, tham chi nghé thuat
hau hién dai con tu do dén muc x6a di ca chinh ngudi tao ra no (death of the author)'!, va ngudi
xem dong vai tro tich cuc trong viéc giai ma tac pham.

Dudng nhu phuong thirc biéu dat nghé thuat nay kha giéng voi y tudng vé cai Cao ca (Sublime)
trong nhin quan cia Immanuel Kant (1724 — 1804). Cai Cao ca vuot ra khoi khuon khé dién ta
khi tri tuong trong khong-thé-dién-ta mot vat thé ma vé nguyén tic c6 thé phu hop véi mot
khai niém. Tinh khong thé trinh bay gitra ndi dung va hinh thire!2. Nguoi nghé si cé thé nghi
hay chiém ngém mot vat ty than nao do trong mot thé gi6i tu than nho 1y tri nhu mot khai niém,
nhung khong ¢6 cach nao dé dién dat diy du no trong hinh thirc ctia mot tac pham nghé thuat.
Thay vao d6, tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé 1am 1a ching minh sy bét lyc ciia minh trong viéc trinh bay
khai niém.

Két ludn

Su khéc bi¢t véi Kant chinh 1a sy nghich bién trong céc tac phém. Su nghich bién dua nghé
thuat hau hién dai trd thanh thir t chéi bé sw an vi ciia nhitng hinh thire tot dep. Mot tac pham
nghé thuat, it phai dam bao nhitg quy chuan vé hinh thirc va ndi dung, du co sy bét tuong
ximg trong thé hién, hay du ho c6 1 nhitng “tai nang thién bAm” nhu Kant dé cap. Chinh hinh
thire va nodi dung duoc ldy ¢ mot “thé gisi tu than” ndo d6 s& tao nén cai hon (Geist) cua tac
pham. Sy nghich bién day dwa dén cho nghé thuat hau hién dai nhitng nguyén tic khong thé
nam bét, noi cach khac & cép d0 hinh thirc cua mot tac phém nghé thuat, khan gia trdi nghiém
cai khong thé trinh bay duoc. Diéu nay c6 nghia 1a ngh¢ thuat hau hién dai c6 xu hudng khong
con sir dung cac phong cach quen thudc hoidc dé nhan biét, ma thay vao d6 1a khong ngimg thir
nghiém véi k¥ thudt, phuong thire trinh bay, chét liéu, mau hinh, v.v .. Nghé thuat hau hién dai
nhu dang tim kiém, tao ra cac quy tic, nhitng pham trit méi théng qua chinh tac pham. N¢ di
tim nhitng goi y cho mot cai gi co thé suy tuong duoc nhung khong thé dién ta dugc. Nghé
thuat n6 luén chuyén dong, tu tai tao voi mdi tac phérn nghé thuat magi. Ngh¢ siva nguoi thuong
thirc cung nhau kham pha va tao ra nhirng y nghia méi, vuot qua moi giéi han cua truyén thng.
Su tan ra cua dai-tu-sy tao ra khoang khong mai cho nghé thuat — mot nghé thuat phan tan, cé
ban sic nhung chang thé cim giir. Nghé thuét gio diy nhu nhiing bong hoa bo cong anh di chin
mudi. Gi6 thdi. Chiing bay khip noi, trai minh qua cic ngoc ngach va ty né mang trong minh
mam sbng. Tiéu-tu-su, nghich bién nhu nhimg cong cy dé kham pha thé gidi da nguyén va phirc
tap nay, di nhién, ching khong phai 14 cau tra 10i cudi cing. Néu chi ¢6 nghich bién thi can can
s& mt can bang. Phai ching mot thé gidi mét can bang hodc kho niam bit caa hau hién dai nay

I Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author,” in Image, Music, Text: Essays (London: Fontana Press, 1977), 142-148.

12 Immanuel Kant, Phé Phan Nang Luc Phan Dodn, Bui Van Nam Son dich (Ha Noi: Nxb Tri Thuc, 2020), B193, B198,
B345.
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van tim kiém mdt sy can bang gitta tinh da dang va tinh toan di¢n, gilta sy sang tao va su on
dinh?
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Vai nét vé Hoi Dong

Dong Tén (Dong Chua Giésu) dugc thanh 1ap vao nam 1540 bdi Thanh Inha Loyola va céac
ban dong hanh. St mang ctia Dong Tén 14 st mang hoa giai, nd luc dé con ngudi cé thé giao
hoa voi Thién Chuaa, voi chinh minh, véi nhau va véi cong trinh sang tao cua Thién Chua.
Dong Tén duoc chinh thirc thanh 1ap vao ndm 1540 boi Thanh Inha Loyola v&i sy phé chuan
cua Puc Gido hoang Phaold III. Thanh Inha da quy tu quanh minh mdt nhom nhiing nguoi
dan ong nhiét huyét va c6 hoc van cao, nhimg ngudi khong khao khat diéu gi hon 1a giup 46
nguoi khac tim théy Thién Chua trong cudc doi ho. K& hoach ban dau ctia Thanh Inha 1a cac
tu si Dong Tén s& tré thanh nhitng nha truyén gido luu dong, thuc hién viéc giang thuyét va
ctr hanh cac bi tich & bat ctr noi nao c6 hy vong mang lai thién ich 16n lao hon. Ké tir khi thanh
lap, tir 10 thanh vién ban dau, Dong da phat trién 1én dén hon 15.000 tu si trén toan thé gidi.

Brief introduction of the Jesuits

The Society of Jesus was founded in 1540 by Saint Ignatius Loyola and his companions. The
Jesuit mission is a mission of reconciliation, working so that women and men can be
reconciled with God, with themselves, with each other and with God’s creation.The Society
of Jesus was founded in 1540 by St. Ignatius Loyola with the approval of Pope Paul III.
Ignatius Loyola had gathered around him an energetic band of well-educated men who desired
nothing more than to help others find God in their lives. It was Ignatius’ original plan that the
Jesuits be travelling missionaries who would preach and administer the sacraments wherever
there was the hope of accomplishing the greater good. Since its foundation the Order has
grown from the original ten to more than 15,000 Jesuits worldwide.
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