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Nhan dinh vé thanh Augustind, Altaner viét: “Vi giam muc vi dai di két hop trong chinh minh
nang luong sang tao cua Tertulliand va chidu rong tinh than ctia Origen véi sy nhay cam vé
gido hdi cua Cypriand; sy nhay bén bi¢n chung cua Aristotle voi chu nghia duy tdm va suy
doén bay béng cua Platon; y thure thuc té cla nguoi Latinh véi sy tinh té vé mat tinh than cua
ngudi Hy Lap. Ngai 1a triét gia vi dai nhit cua thoi gido phy. Khong nghi ngo gi nira,
Augustind 13 than hoc gia quan trong nhat va c6 anh huéng nhét d6i v6i Gido hoi noi chung.”.!
Qua thyc, diéu d6 da duoc ching minh cy thé qua cach 1y gidi tuyét voi cua thanh Augustind
vé Mau nhiém Nhap The Cung v6i ngai, chung ta chiém ngam méu nhiém Con-Thién-Chua-
lam-ngudi va tré nén Pang Emmanuel, chung ta cam ta Thién Chua, Dang da ban cho nhan
loai Birc Kitd dé giai thoat nhan tran khoi i 16i va su chét hau dan ching ta dwa dén sy séng
vinh ctru cua Thién Chua.

thanh Augustin, Mau nhiém Nhap Thé, mau nhiém Con-Thién-Chua-lam-ngudi

In his assessment of Saint Augustine, Altaner writes: "The great bishop combined within
himself the creative energy of Tertullian and the broad spiritual vision of Origen with the
ecclesiastical sensitivity of Cyprian; Aristotle's sharp dialectics with the transcendental
idealism and soaring speculations of Plato; the practical consciousness of the Latin with the
spiritual refinement of the Greek. He is the greatest philosopher of the patristic era. Without
a doubt, Augustine is the most important and influential theologian for the Church in
general." Indeed, this has been specifically demonstrated through Saint Augustine's excellent
explanation of the Mystery of the Incarnation. Alongside him, we contemplate the mystery
of the Son of God becoming human and becoming Emmanuel. We express gratitude to God,
who bestowed upon humanity the gift of Christ for the redemption of humanity from sin and
death, leading us to the eternal life of God.

Saint Augustine, the Mystery of the Incarnation, the Mystery of the Son of God
becoming human

1 ALTANER, Patrologia, (Turin 1976), 433.
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DAN NHAP

Vi yéu thwong nhan loai toi 161, Ngoi Loi da nhap thé 1am nguoi.
Nguoi da sdng tron ven phan ngudi nhu ching ta véi tit ca moi
yéu dudi noi ban tinh nhan loai, ngoai trir toi 16i. Nguoi da trai
qua moi thir thach bang dau khd dé c6 thé ciu giup nhiing ai
dang chiu thu thach (x. Dt 2,18). Trong Kinh Tin Kinh, Gido hdi
tuyén xung rang: "Vi loai nguoi ching toi, va dé ciru d6 chung
t61, Nguoi da tir troi xudng thé." Qua that, Pirc Giésu khong chi
la Emmanuel, 1a Thién-Chua-o-cung-chung-ta , Ngudi con
la Thién-Chtia-vi-chting-ta, 1a Con Thién Chua, 1a Thién Chua
ctru d6. Thé nhung, d6i voi nhing ai méi bat dau tré thanh Kitd
hitu, khong don gian dé co thé hiéu biét vin dé nay. Khi mai bét
dau hoan cai va d6i dién voi nhiéu triét thuyét moi goi, chang
thanh nién Augustind ciing cam thay bin khoan tim 101 giai dap
cho thao thic ciia minh vé mau nhiém Nhép Thé. Bé roi tir o,
Augustind luén mang trong minh ndi niém khic khoai 4y “cho
dén khi dugc nghi yén trong Chtia.”

Trong pham vi bai viét, chiing ta khéng c6 tham vong tim hiéu Kité hoc cta ngai, nhung chi
durng lai cung v6i thanh Augustiné tim cau trd 161 cho van nan : Tai sao Thién Chtia lam ngui?

Bai giang 174.8: “T i sao Ngueoi dén thé gian?
- Dé cutu nhiing ngu’di 101 Zéi
Khéng cé 1y do nao khéc nita dé Nguoi phai dén thé gian”.
Nhur thé, nguyén nhan duy nhdt cua sy nhdp thé
thuc sy {a 16i 16i con nguoi, boi vi yeu khong co no,
tat ca cdc muc dich nhap fhé czira Thién Chua
s€ khong bao gio can thiéet va hién hitu.
Niém thao thirc trong Tuw thudt
Trong tac phém Tw Thudt, thanh Augustind viét réng:

Luc biy gid, con di tim ra cich manh mé& kha ning hudng kién Ngudi, nhung khong tim ra,
cho t¢i khi con 6m ghi dugc Pang Trung gian glua Thién Chua va loai nguoi, Puc Kito lam
ngudi, Pang duge chiic 1anh mudn doi trén hét moi su. Ngbi Loi da tr¢ thanh nhuc thé dé su
khon ngoan ma do d6 Nguoi tao dung moi sy, tr¢g thanh sira nudi nang tudi tho chung con.
Thuyc ra con khong nam bit dugc Ptrc Giésu trong sy khiém ha ciia Nguoi va ciing khong
biét su yéu hén Nguoi doi hoi con diéu gi. Nhung vé Pirc Kitd, con c6 mot y tuong trong
dau: nguyén y tudng vé mot con ngudi khon ngoan 151 lac, khong ai sanh ndi, dic biét nhan
vi vi¢e sinh ra tuyét voi tr mot trinh nit, hinh nhu ¢6 sy luu y déc biét ctia Thién Chua trén
chung ta, da uy nhiém Nguoi mét cach ximg dang dé Nguoi tré nén guong mau hau ching
ta biét kinh ché thé su dé c6 dugc tinh bét diét. Nhung mau nhiém Ngéi 101 mic lay Xac
pham véan chuyén ca mot mau nhiém 16n lao ma con khong thé ngo. Con nhan ra rang noi
buc Kit6 1a mdt con nguoi day du, cht khong chi 1a mdt than thé hodc mot linh hdn khong
c6 tu tudng, lién két v6i than xac nhung day 1a mdt con nguoi that ma theo con vuot trén moi
nguoi khac, khong phai vi Nguoi 1a hién than cua Chan Ly, nhung vi mt vai an hué si€u voi
trong nhan tinh, mot lidu khon ngoan hiém c6. Con phai thi nhan rang minh can thém thoi
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gian dé hoc biét vé Puc Kitd, Ngoi Loi Nhap thé, su khac biét gitta chan 1y Kitd giao va lac
thuyét Photing.!

Thanh Augustind mé ta y twong minh vé Puc Kitd tai thoi diém ngai hoan cai nam 386, mic
di véi kién thie va von tir vung cta vi giam muc nam 398. R3 rang, ngai tin rang Pirc Kitd
la mdt con ngudi hoan toan, dugce sinh ra cach la thuong tir mgt trinh nit. Theo gbc nhin cua
Augustind, Durc Kitod khac biét voi ngudi khac khong phai vi than tinh ciia Nguoi, ma 1a nhimng
phém chét con nguoi doc dao, cudc séng hoan hdo, tri tu¢ va cong lao ddc nhét cua Nguoi,
duoc Thién Chia lya chon dé tré thanh Guong Mau va Vi Thﬁy dan dang dén su séng bét tir.

Vao thoi diém trd lai, than hoc ctia Augusting 16 rang khong vuot qué gidi han cua triét hoc.
Viéc ngai chip nhan nhan tinh day di ciia Puc Kitd khong lién quan gi dén than hoc hay kién
thirc vé thuyét Apdlinario. Ngai bao vé hon suy 1y ctia Ptic Kitd khi trinh bay van dé nay trong
Tw Thudt. Ngai khong bao gid nghi rang Duc Kitd c6 thé thiéu bat ky pham chét con ngudi
nao va Kinh thanh da xac nhan diéu do. Tuy nhién, doan vin dugc trich dan ¢ trén d@)ng thoi
cho thiy quan diém ciia Augustind vé Puc Kitd: Ngudi 1a trung gian giita Thién Chuia va con
nguoi, Loi Thién Chta va sy khon ngoan, nhd d6 ma van vat dugc tao thanh. Nguodi ha minh
vi loi ich ctia con ngudi va trd thanh chinh con ngudi, mang ldy nhan tinh hoan hao, thé xéc,
tam tri va linh hon, hop nhat v6i Ngoi Loi. Nguoi thyuc sy 1a Thién Chua va thyc sy trd thanh
nguoi va “cu ngu gitra chiing ta”.

Léi gidi thich ciia thanh Augustiné vé Ga 1,14

Chinh xac 13 khi ndo Augustind hiéu dugc y nghia chinh théng vé Ga 1, 142 C6 1§ sau thang
5 nam 395 va trudc ngay 28 thang 8 nim 397. Pay 1a quing thoi gian ngai sang tac Vé 83 vdn
dé khdc nhau. Trong Questio 80* “Chong lai phai Apdlinario” ngai néu 1én dé nay. Khi phai
Apdlinari6 giai thich theo nghia den, rang Ng6i Loi chi dam nhan xac thé, nhung khong c6
hén suy 1y va do d6 khong c6 tri thong minh, cam xtc va ¥ chi cta con ngudi.

Augustind bac bo cach giai thich theo nghia den ciia phai Apdlinarid vé han tir caro. Ngai cho
thiy rang Kinh thanh thuong xuyén sir dung ca caro va anima nhu pars pro toto cho homo, vi
du: Lc 3,6: “Roi hét moi nguoi pham (caro) s& thay on ciru d6 cua Thién Chiia”, va St 46,27
"tat ca cac linh hon (anima) ciia nha Giacop da vao Ai Cap". Sau d6, Augustind gidi thich than
hoc dua trén nén tang cua Ga 1,14 theo hai budc. Trude hét, Thanh Kinh khéng dinh rd rang
linh hdn cia Chua Kitd, dic biét 1a chinh Tin Mung theo Gioan, vi du: Ga 10,18: “Mang séng
ctia t0i, khong ai ldy di dwoc, nhung chinh t6i ty y hy sinh mang song minh. Téi c6 quyén hy
sinh va c6 quyén lay lai mang séng dy”, hodc 15,13 “Khong c6 tinh thuong nao cao ca hon
tinh thuong cﬁa nguoi da hy sinh tinh mang vi ban hitu ciia minh”. Chang ta thuong dich la
“mang song”, nhung tiéng Latinh trong truong h0’p ndy chat ché tuan theo "Psyche" trong
tiéng Hy Lap, c6 nghia 13 strc manh 1y tri ctia sy sdng von mang lai suy tudng va cam xuc.

Lap luan phan dbi ciia phai Apolinari6 la: Tin Mimg Gioan han di st dung tir anima theo
nghia bong, Augustind khong chip nhan. Vay thi nguoi ta giai thich the nao vé cac doan Kinh
thanh noéi vé cam xtc cua Pic Kitd: dau khd, kinh ngac, tirc gian, ndi budn, niém vui cta
Nguoi, v.v.? Pay 1a cac nhiém vu ciia hon suy 1y, khong phai cua xac thé. Véi didu do,
Augustind cham dén véan dé cdt 18i ciia thuyét Apolinario. Cam xtic khong phai 1a chirc nang
ctia xac thé. Néu Purc Kité khong co nhan tinh tron ven, khong c6 hon suy Iy 1am chd dua cho
cam xuc, thi than tinh phai 14 tac gia cua ching. Thé nhung, than tinh nay c6 thé thay d6i duoc

1 Augustind, Tw Thudt, Van Thuy dich tir ban tiéng Phap cta Louis de Mondadon, (Ha Noi, Nxb: Tén gido,
2010) tr. 229-230.

2Augustine, Eighty-three Different Questions trans. David L. Moshier (Catholic University of America Press,
1982), 206-211
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va do d6 khong con 1a than tinh dich thyc nita. Phii nhan hén suy 1y noi Dirc Kitd cling phu
nhan toan bd than tinh. Sau khi bac bo thuyét Apblinarid, Augustind khang dinh ring caro
Jactum khong c6 nghia la "bién dbi thanh xac the”, Logos khong tr thanh con ngudi bang
cach tir bo than tinh trude day ciia minh, nhung bang cach thém vao d6 "hinh thirc ciia mét noé
lé"

(P12,7), nhung Nguoi van ludn 1a Logos.

Xét vé qua trinh phat trién hoc thuyét ciia Augustin6 vé sy nhap thé, nguoi ta nhan thay mot
dac diém chung trong phuong phap suy tu cua ngai. Augustiné kham pha ting khia canh cua
van dé nay, bo sung thém cho chung nhimg hiéu biét sau sic hon, dé roi di dén mot than hoc
hoan chinh vé su nhap thé.

Nhiing Iy do cho sw nhdp thé

Augustind dat ra cau hoi: “Tai sao Con Thién Chua lai nhap thé?”. Ngai chia véan dé thanh
nhiéu budc khac nhau: Trude hét: Co tat yéu 1a Dang Mésia phai dau kho va chiu chét dé ctru
d6 nhan loai hay khong? Hay chinh x4c hon: C6 phai Chiia budc phai lam diéu d6? Véan dé
ma Augustind dé cap ¢ ddy da xuit hién tir 1au trong Kitd gido. Vi mot Thién Chiia dau kho
1a “cé vAp pham cho ngudi Do Thai va sy ngu xudn ddi voi dan ngoai” (1Cr 1; 23). Déi véi
triét hoc Platon thoi bay gio, Thugng dé 1a Dang t6i cao, bit bién. Ngudi 1a hitu thé tim linh
thudn tiy, khong hoa 1an v6i vét chat. Vdy, lam thé ndo co thé giai thich Thién Chia da tré
nén con ngudi, phai dau khé va chiu chét? Augustind tra 101 vao nam 396/97 trong De agone
Christiano’ 11.12: “Chéc chin, Thién Chiia c6 thé da nghi ra mot ké hoach khac; nhung, néu
Ngudoi hanh dong khac, Ngudi sé khién ban budn chan ma khong hai 1ong”. Nhung 1y do cho
su nhép thé cua Dang Kitd 1a gi?

Thir nhat: D6i mat tim hon nhin thdy Con Thién Chua la Anh sang vinh ciru, nhung t6i nhan
chi c6 thé nhin thay Ngudi bang doi mat thé ly; vi vay, Nguoi phai mang hinh dang hitu hinh.

Thr hai: Dang Kit 1a con ngudi trong tinh trang sang tao hoan hao, nhu con ngudi ay di ting
¢ trong dia dang va s€ dugc cuu chudc mot 14n nita. Do do, su nhép thé biéu trung cho khuon
mau Vé doi sdng dirc hanh hoan hao ma con  nguoi co thé noi theo. Nho d6, n6 chira khoi moi
thoi xau va dac biét 1a long ki€u ngao, o1 16i nguyén thuy cua loai nguoi. 0 day, Augustind
goi ¥ vé ba chii dé chinh vé Chuia Kité ma ngai s& phat trién thém trong céc tac phim sau nay:
Christus exemplum, Christus medicus, va Christus humilis. Thé nhung, cau tra 151 phan nio
van nam & cép d0 nhan tinh cia Purc Kitd va chi tra 101 cho cau hoi: tai sao Con Thién Chua
lam nguoi, tai sao Ngai phai chiu dau khd va chiu chét.

Vai nam sau (khoang nim 400), Augustind bd sung thém mot dong 1y luan khéac trong De
catechizandis rudibus 4.7: “Con ly do nao t6t hon cho viéc nhap thé cua Chua hon la y dinh
Ngudi mudn cho chiing ta thiy tinh yéu ctia Nguoi danh cho ching ta,... vi chiing ta 13 toi nhan,
Chua Kitd di chét thay cho ching ta (Rm 5,8)”.2 Do d6. chita lanh, néu guong, ctru do, bay to
tinh yéu thuong cua Thién Chua, huéng dén muc dich cua sy nhap thé, nhung khong phai 1a
nguyén nhéan gdc ré ciia Bién ¢ Nhap thé. Do 1a toi Nguyén to.

1 Augustind soan tac phdm nay vao lic méilam gidam muc nhw mdt cAm nang vé doi song Kitd gido dé hwdng
dan nhirng nguoi that hoc trong dtrc tin.

2 Augustine, De catechizandis rudibus, trans. Salmon (Massachusette: Hendrich Publisher Marketing, 2012),
p. 286-287
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Lan déu tién thanh Augustin6 dién ta diéu nay trong Enarrationes in Psalmos’ 36 11 15: " Hoi
con nguodi, néu ban da khong rdi bo Thién Chaa, thi Thién Chua da khong lam nguoi vi ban.”
Tu ndm 411 tré di, Augustind dat ra cau hoi “Tai sao Thién Chua dén thé gian nay?”. Va dac
biét tra 161 cau hoi d6 trong céc bai giang.

Bai giang 171.1: “Khong ¢6 1y do nao khac cho viée Ptic Kitd nhap thé hon 1a dé ctru toi
nhan".

Bai giang 174,2: “buc Giésu Kito da dén thé gian dé ctru t6i nhan (1 Tm 1,5). Hay nhd Tin
Mung: Vi Con Nguoi dén dé tim kiém va clru nhirng gi da mat (Lc 19,10).

Bai giang 174,8: “Tai sao Nguoi dén thé gian? Dé clru nhimg ngudi t6i 16i. Khong c6 1y do
nao khac nira dé Nguoi phai dén thé gian”. Nhu thé, nguyén nhan duy nhit cta sy nhap thé
thuc sy 1a t0i 16i con nguoi, boi vi néu khong co6 no, tat ca cac muc dich nhap thé ctia Thién
Chua s& khong bao gio can thiét va hién hitu. Chi vi con ngudi pham ti, Thién Chuia da quyét
dinh ctru con nguoi trong tinh yéu ciia Nguoi. Thién Chia chira lanh nhirng héu qua cua t61
16i, va day con nguoi con duong dan dén on ctru 46 qua sy khiém nhuong cua Nguoi. Toi 16i
khong bao gid khién Thién Chua phai hanh dong. Quyét dinh ciru do ctia Ngudi hoan toan tyr
do. Tuy nhién, Thién Chua ciing c6 thé quyét dinh khong ctru con ngudi, nhu Augustind giai
thich trong chuwong 99 ctia Enchiridion, dwoc viét khoang nam 412. Augustind néi rang trong
chuong 9 cuia 14 thu gtri tin hiru Roma, thanh Phaol6 cho biét on ctru do 1a mot hanh dong an
sting thuan tay ciia Thién Chua.

Tuy nhién, van d¢ van phai duoc tiép tuc giai quyét 1a: Tai sao Thién Chiia chon cach nay dé
ctru chudc con ngudi, cu thé 1a tré thanh con nguoi va chét vi ho? Chinh trong De Trinitate,’
dugc soan thao sau nam 412, Augustind tra 161 cau hoi nay ¢ ba luén diém (10.13, 16.21, va
17.22). “Chang 1€ Thién Chta khong c6 cach nao khac de giai ctru con nguoi khoi coi tran
hon 1a dé Con Mot Ngudi nhap thé bang cach mic ldy xac thé va linh hon con nguoi, roi chiu
chét nhu mot ngudi pham?” (Trin 10.13 ). Cau tra 10i 1a: chic chin c6 rat nhiéu kha ning
khac, nhung phwong phap ciru chudc ma Thién Chua chon 1a phuong phap thich hop nhat.
Cai chét ctia Dirc Kitd 1a cach ciru chudc thich hop nhat ddi véi tat ca cac bén lién quan: Thién
Chua, con ngudi va ca ma quy. Di véi Thién Chua, cai chét ciia Pirc Kitd tron hao nhat, vi
no6 cho thiy sy trao ban nhung khong va phi thuong cia tinh yéu Thién Chua cho con ngum
D6i véi con ngudi, cai chét nay day du nhét hau cho thiy con nguoi khong chi ¢ phdm gia
cao ca la thy tao cua Thién Chua, ma Pirc Kitd con trao tdng cho con ngudi mot khuén mau
vé mot doi song hoan hao vo ty tich dé noi theo. D6i voi ma quy, cai chét cua Puc Kitd 1a
cach ctru chudc nhan loai thich hop nhét, boi vi ma quy chi thong tri con ngudi do toi 164,
nhung da that bai niang né khi v6 c¢é nudt chimg Dirc Kitd, Dang khong hé pham toi. Vi 15
1am nay, ma quy da mat tt ca cac quyén lyc trude day ctia chung déi véi con ngui.

Dwoc nhdp thé béi Chiia Thanh Than, dwec sinh ra tiv Trinh niv Maria

Trong bai giang 190,1-2 c6 1& dugc trinh bay vao 1& Gidng sinh giita nim 391 va 400,
Augustind khing dinh ring Con Thién Chua da quyét dinh viéc sinh ra 1am nguoi vi nhitng 1y
do khong don gian véi 1y tri, nhung chi voi die tin. Tat nhién, Ngudi c6 thé trd thanh mot con
ngudi, ngay ca khi khéng c6 ngudi me huyét théng. Nhung dé ciru chude va tén vinh nhan

1 Augustine, The exposition of Psalms, vol 2. Trans. Maria Boulding, 0.S.B. (New York: New City Press, 2000),
p.75

2 Pay la cong trinh tin 1y chinh yéu cia Augustind. Mot kiét tic thwe sw ¢6 tAm dnh hwdng quyét dinh ddi véi
than hoc Ba Ngbi Ty phwong. Khao luin dwoc sdng tic trong hai giai doan: mwoi hai tip dau tién trong
khodang thoi gian tir ndm 399 dén nam 412; so tip con lai vao khodng nam 420. Xem Saint Augustine, De
Trinitate, trans. Arthur West Haddon D. B (Massachusette: Hendrich Publisher Marketing, 2012), p.41-45.
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loai, Nguoi mubn duogc sinh ra nhu mdt con nguoi tir mot ngudi phu nit. Thé nhung, viéc dugc
sinh ra tir mot trinh nit phai duoc hiéu 1a Nguoi dugce sinh ra tir vinh ctru boi Chaa Cha. Buac
Kit6 d3 duoc sinh ra hai 1an: Nguoi dugc sinh ra tir trude muon doi boi Chaa Cha; trong thoi
gian tir mot trinh nir. Viéc Augustind phat trién thin hoc nhap thé trong cac bai giang va giao
Iy thay vi cac luan thuyét than hoc duong nhu cho thdy riang ngai dang tra 10i nhitng cau hoi
ma céc tin hiru dat ra cho minh. Sy nhap thé cua Purc Kitd do Chua Thanh Than lam nady sinh
nhiéu van dé khéc nhau. Tt khoang nam 400 trd di, cac cau hoi dugce dat ra: Ai thuc hién cudc
nhap thé ciia Pirc Kitd, chi Chua Thanh Than hay Ba Ngéi? Va khoang niam 412, van dé tro
nén gai goc hon: Phai chang viéc Chaa Thanh Than rop bong trén Dtic Maria co nghia 1a
Nguoi 1a Cha cua buc Kit6?

Augustind tra 11 cau hoi thir nhét trong bai giang 225,2 ¢6 tham chiéu dén C616sé 1,16 va
Cham ngdn 9,1: "Noi Nguoi moi sy trén troi dudi déat déu dugc dung nén", "Sy khén ngoan
da x4y nha cho minh". Tuy nhién, trong Enchiridion’ chuong 38-40 thanh Augustind thira
nhan rang khong dé giai thich bang cach nao ma Puc Giésu Kitd duge ha sinh boi quyén
nang Chtia Thanh Than ma khong phai 1a Chua Cha. Tuy nhién, vé co ban, dbi vdi Augustind
duong nhu 1a mot van d& thuat ngit, khong phai 1a mot van dé than hoc, vi cau tra 101 cua
ngai van chi ndm trén binh dién ngon ngtr. Ngai giai thich, cum tu tleng Latinh natus de
"duogc sinh ra tu" khong chi noi dén viéc duge cha me sinh ra, ma c6 thé c6 nghia 1a di vao
trong hién hiru, xuét hién, duge san sinh....

Thuec té c6 thé hiéu han tir "dugc sinh ra" theo nhiéu nghia. Néu tim kiém mot su so sanh phu
hop dé hiéu "sinh ra tir Chiia Thanh Than", ngudi ta khong nén nhin vao su ha sinh thé 1y, ma
1a sy tai sinh trong phép Thanh Téy. Tir d(’), nguoi ta cling dugce sinh ra "t nude va Thanh
Than" (Ga 3,5). Tuy nhién, cha me cta céc tin hitu khong phai 1a nuéc va Thanh Than, nhung
Thién Chua dugc goi la Cha va Hoi thanh 1a Me. Do d6, cum tir " dugc sinh ra tir" khong nhat
thiét chi mdi twong quan phu tir, nhung ciing c6 thé am chi mot nguoi trung gian hodc cong
cu phat sinh. Do d6, “sinh ra tir Chia Thanh Than” ¢6 nghia la: “dugc sinh ra nho hoat dong
ctia Chiia Thanh Than” ma khong 1am suy giam tinh phu tir cﬁa Thién Chiia. Phan thtr hai
trong 1ap luén cua Augustind lién quan dén khai niém lam “con”. Han tir nay khong chi dé
cap dén van dé thé ly. Luét cling goi nhiing ngudi thudc dong doi 1a con, va theo nghia bong
1a tat ca nhing ai c6 mdi tuong quan mat thiét véi ai d6 hodc véi mot thir gi d6. Matthéu 23,15
néi vé "con cai hoa nguc", Matthéu 8,12 ndi vé “Con cai Vuong Quoc . Do do, Augustinod Kkét
ludn: “Mot ngudi ty xung 1a con cia ai d6, thi khong nhat thiét phai dugc sinh ra tir nguoi
nay.”

Trong nhiéu tac pham cta Augustind, nguoi ta nhan thy ngai so sanh viéc Chiia Kitd duoc
sinh ra tir trinh nitr Maria do tac dong cua Chia Thanh Thén véi sy tai sinh ciia cac tin hitu
trong phep Rura va mau guong ctia Dic Maria d6i v6i Giao hoi. Tuy nhién, lién quan dén hoc
thuyét vé toi nguyén to, su trinh thai mang ldy mot y nghia Kitd hoc khac. Theo quan diém
clia Augustind, toi nguyén t6 dugc truyén lai boi duc vong thé xac qua hanh dong sinh san,
nén chi phu hop la Buc Kito da dugc sinh ra tir mdt trinh nir. "Dbi vGi Nguoi, ngudi me dugce
thu thai tr dtrc tin, khong phai boi duc vong" (Ench 38 va 41).

1 S4ch hwéng dan dwoc soan thao tir ndm 421, s3p xép theo so dd clia ba nhan dirc huwéng Chia. Tac phdm
gidi thich veé tin biéu (dic tin), vé Kinh Lay Cha (hy vong) va cta gi¢i ludt ludn 1y (tinh yéu). Xem Augustine,
Enchiridion, trans. T. F. Shaw (Massachusette: Hendrich Publisher Marketing, 2012), 248-250.
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Thuec thé tinh va toan ven tinh cua sw nhdp thé

Augustin6 bao vé thyc tai tinh va tinh toan ven cia bién ¢ nhap thé noi Dtc Kitd nham chéng
lai ba quan niém sai 1am: Ao than thuyét cho ring Pang Kitd chi c6 mot than thé gia mao;
thuyét Photind cho rang Dang Kitd hoan toan 1a mot con nguoi; va thuyét Apdlinarié cong
nhan Béng Kit6 1a Thién Chta, nhung khéng dinh rang Nguoi chi mang mot than xac khong
c6 linh hon suy 1y, nhung dugc thay thé bang than tinh ctia Ngudi. Hon nita theo Augustind,
thuyét Apblinarid bao vé rang Gioan 1, 14 ' 'Verbum caro factum est" ¢6 nghia 1a Con Thién
Chua di bi bién d6i thanh mot con nguoi mat di than tinh khi nhap thé. Khi xem qua céc tac
pham ciia thanh Augustind, ngudi ta nhan thdy rang Ao than thuyét va thuyét Photind khong
dong mot vai trd quan trong nio trong than hoc ciia ngai, phan 16n thoi gian ngai d6i phé véi
thuyét Apolinario.

Augustind bac bo Ao than thuyét kha ngin gon Questio 14: "Néu than xac ciia Pang Kitd chi
13 40 anh, thi e Kitd da lira ddi; va néu Nguoi lira dbi, Nguoi khong thé 13 Chan Ly. Nhung
Duc Kito 1a Chan Ly, do d6 than thé ciia Nguoi khong thé 1a 4o anh. Thuyét Maniké khong
thé cho phép Puc Kité c6 mot than xac thyc sy, vi theo hoc thuyét cua ho, Thién Chua khong
bao gid bi 6 nhidm khi hoa minh vao vt chit.

Trong tac phém De haeresibus! viét nam 428, vai nam truge khi qua doi, Augustind xac nhan
hoc thuyét Kitd gido ciia nguoi Maniké: “Ho khang dinh ... ring Chua Kité khong hién hitu
bang than xac that, ma chi thé hién dudi hinh thirc gia tao nham danh lira cic giic quan ctia con
nguoi” (46,15). Ngoai Manikeé, Augustind con n6i dén sai 1am cua thuyét ngd dao Valentiniand
trong De haeresibus 11: “Ho khang dinh ... rang khi Dirc Kité dwoc Chtia Cha sai dén ... Nguoi
mang mot linh thé hodc thién thé va khong mang bét ctr didu gi tir trinh nit Maria." Augustind
dé cap dén ngudi Photind trong T Thudt (VII 19, 25), khi ho giai thich sai vé Gioan 1,14 “va
Ngoi Loi dé lam nguoi”, phan biét vdi chan ly Cong giao. Ho phi nhén than tinh ctia Chtia
Kit6. Ngai két ndi Photind véi Phaold Samosata: ca hai déu day cung mot giao ly, do la Dang
Kit 1a chi nguoi duy nhét; Nguoi khong hién hiru tir vinh ciru, ma chi xuét hién khi duoc sinh
ra boi Puc Maria.

Thanh Augustind thudng xuyén thao luan vé thuyet Apblinarid. Trong bai giang 214.6 nam
391, ngay sau khi dugc thu phong linh muc, ngai khang dinh rang Puc Kito ¢ mang 1dy mot
con nguoi hoan chinh, thé x4c va linh hon. Vé mit nay, than hoc ctia Augustind khong co gi
phat trlen ngai chi nhin manh véo tinh toan ven ciia su nhap thé noi Chuia Kitd va giai thich
chi tiét hon. Trong De haeresibus 55, ngai giai thich rang phai Apdlinarié da pha nhan linh
hén noi Btrc Kitd; Nguoi dugce cho 1a chi ¢6 xac thé. Ngoai ra, theo Augustind, phai Apolinario
khéng dinh réng Loi Thién Chua va xéc thé cta Buc Kitd thudc cung mot ban thé, vi thé ho
chuyén d6i Ngoi Loi ctia Thién Chua vao trong con ngudi.

Chéng lai lac giao Apdlinarid, Augustind bao vé hoc thuyét cong gido chinh thdng. Ngai
cho théy réng Sach Thanh chiing minh ca thyc tai cua than xéc Béng Kitd va sy hién dién
ctia mot linh hon 1y tri trong d6. Nguoi di, ngéi, ngu, bi danh dap, bi dong dinh va chiu
chét - tit ca cac chirc nang cia xac thé. Nhung Ngudi ciing day cam xtc, d6 13 nhitng chirc
ning cua linh hon (Enarratio in Psalmos, bai giang 29 2,3). Duc Kitd dam nhén toan thé
con ngudi dé ctru chudc con nguoi (bai giang 237.4). Lap luin nay goi nhd dén Grégorid
Nazianzo vé birc thu noi tiéng 101 giri Cledonius: "nhirng gi khong dugc dam nhan, khong

1 Augustine, De haeresibus, trans. Patristic Studies (Washington: The Catholic University of America, 1956),
p. 86-87.
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dugc ctru d", va ngudi ta co thé cho rang Augustind di biét thin hoc ciia Grégoriod thong
qua giam muc Ambrosio thanh Milan.

Apdlinari6 noi vé mia physis (mdt ban tinh), mia ousia (mét ban the) va mia hypostasis (mot
ban the/ng01 vi) trong Pang Kitd, nhung Kit6 hoc ciia Apdlinarid 1a niém xéc tin triét hoc rang
hai ban thé hoan chinh khong thé lién két thanh mot thé thong nhéat thue sy. Do d6, chi c6 than
tinh hodc nhan tinh méi c6 thé 1a mot ban thé, mot trong hai phai khong hoan thién va do dé
khong c6 ban thé cta riéng nd. Va dbi véi Apdlinarid, d6 1a nhan tinh. Augustind luén nhan
manh vao chéan 1y rang Ngbi Loi da khong 1am mat di than tinh ctia minh khi tré thanh con
ngudi: "Ngudi duoc sinh ra boi Chiia Thanh Than va Trinh nit Maria .... D6 14 cach thirc ma
Duc Giésu Kité duge mic 1ay xac thé, cach ma Déang tao dung nén con ngudi di lam ngudi;
bang cach tiép nhan nhiing gi minh khong 1, chir khong phai mét di nhiing gi minh 1a. Ngoi
161 da 1am nguoi va cu ngu gitra chung ta (Ga 1, 14). Khong phéi "Ngdoi Loi da hoa thanh xac
thé", nhung van 1a Ngbi Loi boi su tiép nhan xac thé "(bai giang 213.3). “Ngbi Loi khong thé
thay d6i va khong hé thay doi theo hudng thip kém hon khi Ngbi Loi chia sé trong xéac thé
qua linh hon 1y tri” (thu 140.4.12)'. Véi didu nay, rd rang hon suy 1y ciia Chiia Kitd ¢6 vi tri
la trung gian gitra Thién Chua va con nguoi.

Dure Kito, Thién Chua va con nguwoi

Lam thé nao Augustind hiéu va mé ta chinh xac sy hiép nhat giita than tinh va nhan tinh noi
Duc Kit6? Vé khia canh nay, than hoc ciia Augustind dugc chia thanh hai thoi ky: thoi ky
nghién ctru cho dén nam 411, thoi ky tim ra va ap dung cong thirc chinh xac vé& "mot ngdi vi
trong hai ban tinh" tir ndm 411 tré di.

Trong sudt thoi gian tim kiém maot cong thire thich hop, Augustind c¢b gang dién ta ban tinh
kép hoan chinh va sy hiép nhat ctia Chuia Kito bang nhitng biéu thirc mé ta cach thirc ching
duogc két hiép v6i nhau hodc 1a két qua cua sy két hiép. Thong thuong nhét, Augusting xay
dung cach thic két hiép theo nghia "ddm nhan": Con Thién Chia dam nhan con ngudi
(suscipit, accipit carnem hominem), d6n nhan hay mic ldy than xac (induit). Tuy nhién, than
hoc homo assumptus chira dung hai nguy co chinh ma Augustind mudn tranh: nguy co cla su
két hiép thuan tay luan ly giita Thién Chua va con nguoi noi Bure Kitd, va nguy co cua thuyet
Dudng Tu. Augustind bac bo mot su ket hiép thuan tay luan 1y ma trong tac pham dau tién
ctia minh De agone Christiano 17.19: Dang Kito khong chi khon ngoan va cong chinh bang
cach dugc lién két voi Thién Chua 1a Dang khon ngoan va cong chinh, nhung Dirc Kitd 14 sy
khon ngoan va cong chinh trong chinh Ngudi. V& Dudng tir thuyét, Augustin phan biét giira
adoptio va assumptio. Ca hai cach két hiép véi Thién Chua déu duogc thuc hién boi an sung
Théanh Than, nhung chiing khong dong muc v6i nhau. Hommo assumptus duge don nhan vao
trong Ngoi Lo1 va thong du vao tat ca cac dic tinh ciia Ngoi Loi. Adoptio nghia la chuyén trao
mdt diéu gi d6 cho con ngudi ma nd khong c6, nhung khong xam pham dén tinh doc 1ap cua
con ngudi véi tu cach 1a mot ngdi vi. Theo d6 trong truong hop cia Pirc Kitd, diéu nay co
nghia 1a nhan tinh ctia Nguoi trudc hét hién hitu tach biét voi than tinh cua Nguoi, diéu ma
chua bao gio xay ra.

D6i v6i Augusting, Thién Chia va con ngudi tao nén thé thong nhat nhu thé xac va linh hon
noi con ngudi. Trong 14 thu 137 giri Volusianus,> Augustind giai thich sy két hop giira Thién
Chua va con ngudi nhu thé nay. Chiia Kitd xuat hién véi tur cach 13 trung gian giita Thién
Chua va con ngudi theo cach ma Ngudi két hop hai ban tinh thanh mot ngdi vi. Tuy nhién,
hai ban tinh d6 khong c6 thir hang ngang nhau, dé ma trong sy két hiép, hai chuyén dong trai

1 Augustine, Letters, vol. 3, trans. Wilfrid Parsons (The Catholic University of America Press, 1953), p. 58.
2 Ibid, p. 18
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nguoc nhau dan dén két qua: Cai binh thuong (solita), tirc 1a ban tinh con nguoi, duge ning
1én boi cai khac thuong (insolita), tirc 13 than tinh, trong khi cai bat thuong duoc lam cho diu
di nho céi binh thuong.

Tuy nhién, dé ngan chan bét ky su hiéu 14m nao vé su "diéu tiét" cua than tinh, Augustind
nhan manh rang di nhién Con Thién Chaa vin khong thay dbi, con ngudi kha bién duoc
thém vao than tinh ctia minh, chir khéng phai than tinh bi thay d6i theo bat ky cach nao dbi
v6i nhan tinh. Thién Chaa va con ngudi trong Dire Kitd “hoa quyén” trong sy hiép nhat ngoi
vi nhu linh hon va thé xac noi con nguoi. Thanh Augustind léy su so sanh nay tir triét hoc
Neoplaton, nhung ciing luu ¥ nhiing nguy co cua n6. Mot hdn hop c6 thé c6 nghia 13 hai
thanh phan ban dau ctia n6 mat di cac ddc tinh trong qua trinh tron 1an, va su pha tron két
qué s& 1a mot cai gi d6 moi, ban chit thir ba khic véi ca hai phan ma n bao gdm.

Do d6, Augustind noi thém rang nguoi ta khong dugc tuong tuong su hiép nhét ctia Thién
Chua va con nguoi giong nhu su pha tron cua hai chat long, ma giéng nhu sy giao thoa cua
anh sang va khong khi hoa quyén vao nhau ma khong lam mat di bat cir déc tinh cu thé nao
cta chung. Tuy nhién, tor ndm 411, Augustind tr bd hinh anh hon hop c6 the hiéu lam nay,
bdi vi cung luc do, ngai da tim ra cong thirc méi una persona.

Chua Kito, mot ngoi vi trong hai bdn tinh

Sau nam 411, cf)ng thirc m('ri, "Dl:l’C Kitd, mot ngoi Vj,trong hai ban tinh, Thién Chua va con
nguoi" giai quyet tat ca cac van dé co ban lién quan dén Kitd hoc:

1. Chdng lai ngudi Arius va Photind, cong thirc nay bao vé than tinh khong
bi suy giam ciia Ptrc Kitd, Con Thién Chiia, dong ban thé va déng vinh
ctru voi Chua Cha.

2. Chdng lai Maniké va Apélinarid, cong thirc ndy bao ton dong thoi nhan
tinh thuc su va toan ven cua Puc Kitd: tirc 1a sy ha sinh tir trinh nir Maria
voi tu cach 1a Con Nguoi, tré thanh con nguoi, khong phai xac thit theo
nghia khiém khuyét, vang phuc ciia Nguoi voi Chtia Cha véi tu cach 1a
con nguoi, va tinh trung gian cua Nguoi gitra Thién Chua va con nguoi.

3. Cudi cung, cong thirc nay mo ta sy hiép nhat thue su ctia ca hai ban tinh,
su hop nhat ngdi vi v6i tu cach 1a chu thé cia moi hanh dong, va su hop
nhit clia ca ¥ chi Thién Chua va clia con ngudi, ma khong cit giam mot
trong hai ban tinh hodc phan chia Duc Kit6 thanh hai ngudi con.

Augustind trinh bay mot cach toan dién va c6 dong giao huén ctiia minh vé sy nhap thé trong
Sach huong dan (Enchiridion) vé Purc tin, Pirc Cdy va Puc Mén 33-36. Bay gi(‘y mudi ndm
sau, ngdn ngil cua ngai chinh xac hon. Augustin6 khong chéng lai cac lac giao don 1¢ ma
giang day mot cach ngan gon dirc tin chinh thong: "Birc Giésu Kitd, Con Thién Chua, vira la
Thién Chua vua 1a con ngudi. Nguoi 1a Thién Chaa trude moi thoi dai; Ngai la con nguoi
trong thoi dai cia ching ta. Nguoi la Thién Chua vi Ngai 1a Ngoi Loi Buc Chua Troi, vi “Ngbi
Loi la Thién Chua” (Ga 1,1). Tuy nhién, Ngu’(‘yi,cﬁng la con ngudi, vi trong sy hi€p nhat veia
Ngbi vi, mét linh hon suy 1y va thé xac dugce két hop voi Ngdi Loi. Theo do, xét vi Nguoi 1a
Thién Chuta, Nguoi va Chua Cha 1a mét. Tuy nhién, xét vi Nguoi la con nguoi, thi Chiia Cha
cao trong hon Nguoi. Vi Nguoi la Con Mgt Thién Chuiia - khong phéi béi an sing ma do ban
tinh... Day khong phai 1a hai nguoi con cua Thién Chia, mot Thién Chia va mot con nguoi,

nhung 13 Con Thién Chua - Thién Chua khéng c6 ngudn gbe, con ngudi co ngudn gdc xac
dinh - Buc Giésu Kitd, Chtia ching ta .
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Nhan dinh vé thanh Augustind, Altaner viét: “Vi giam muc vi dai da két hop trong chinh
minh ning lugng sang tao cua Tertulliand va chiéu rong tinh than cta Origen véi sy nhay
cam vé gido hoi ctia Cypriand; sy nhay bén bién chiing ctia Aristotle v6i chii nghia duy tdm
va suy doan bay bong cua Platon; ¥ thire thue té ctia ngudi Latinh véi su tinh t& vé mit tinh
than cia nguoi Hy Lap. Ngai la triét gia vi dai nhét cua thoi gido phu. Khong nghi ngo gi
nira, Augustind 1a than hoc gia quan trong nhat va c6 anh huéng nhat d6i voi Gido hoi noi
chung.”.! Qua thye, diéu d6 da dugc chimg minh cu thé qua cach Iy giai tuyét voi cia thanh
Augusstind vé Mau nhiém Nhép Thé. _Cung v61 ngai, ching ta chiém ngam méu nhiém Con-
Thién-Chua-lam-ngudi va tré nén Pidng Emmanuel, ching ta cam ta Thién Chtia, Dang da
ban cho nhén loai Dirc Kitd dé gidi thoat nhan tran khoi toi 18i va su chét hau dan chung ta
dua dén su séng vinh ciru cia Thién Chua.
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Tinh yéu gidng thé

Phu Vin

Chiia sinh xuoéng lam nguwoi noi dicong the,
Rat don so, trong dém thanh ra doi.

Noi chuéng chién, troi lanh gid tuyét roi,
Ngadi xuong thé, tinh yéu é6i khiém ha.
Tinh yéu Chua, mot tinh yéu nhiém lg,
Thang muoi hai, ai ciing biét dé ma,
Pém Gidng Sinh, ngay hong phiic bao la,
Maia ky niém, Vua hién hod gidng thé.
Chita vinh hién va quyén nang ca thé,
Khéng mot ai trén tran thé sanh bang,
Thuo doi doi, Nguoi tao dung mudn ddan,
Pdng tuyét doi va vinh hang bdt diét.
Ban co biét, Chiia yéu ta khon xiét
Muén chiing ta dwoc nhdn biét Danh Ngdi,
Biét éin nan, tir bé nhitng lac sai,

Tin vao Chua, chi minh Ngai minh chu.
Chi c6 Chua, mot minh Ngai la du,

Pay yéu thwong, noi dn trii yén han,

Con vui ming nwwong tira bén binh an
Tinh yéu Chiia mdi ddy tran bién réng.
Hay chay dén, dimg tho o, thu déng,

Cay tin Ngai, la Sw Song, Puong bi,
Hoén binh an, dwoc vui thoa tirc thi

Béi Con Chiia gidng sinh vi nhén thé.
Xin cho khd'p mudn doi, mudn thé hé
Mai ngdn vang bai van tué hoan ca
Chiic Ngéi Hai vua tran thé an hoa

Cau chuc tung Chua mai la Puc Chua.
Xin cho con niém tin khéng tan via

Dau cho doi bao vay biia khé khan

Xin cho con luén kién viing tin rang

Chi ¢6 Chita, Pang Toan Nang duy nhat



