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Phai thira nhan ring viéc truy tim yéu tinh ctia Thién Chua 13 mot tham vong thai qua ddi voi
1y tri ctia con nguoi, boi 1€ Thién Chua vbn 1a Can nguyén t81 hau ctia moi thuc tai va von tu
than 1a siéu vuot trén moi thyc tai. Tuy nhién, cdm ném hay nhan biét phin nao cai-1a 4y s&
1a diéu kha thi mot khi con nguoi dugc dwa-dan-vao hay dugc nang-cao-1én tan cdi siéu vuot.
Pay ciing chinh 13 diéu ma Dionysius dién dat trong tac phdm Mystical Theology va cac ld
thw cta Ong. Bai viét nay nham dién giai didu trén thong qua chuong thir nhat cia tac phim
Mystical Theology, dic biét tap trung vao 16i cdu nguyén ciia ong.

: Dionysius, Bém tbi than linh, Than hoc huyén nhiém

It must be acknowledged that the pursuit of the essence of God is an excessively ambitious
endeavor for human reason, as God is the ultimate source of all reality and transcends
everything. However, to some extent, experiencing or perceiving that essence becomes feasible
when humans are led into or elevated to the realm of transcendence. This is precisely what
Dionysius expresses in his work "Mystical Theology" and his letters. This article aims to
interpret this idea through the first chapter of "Mystical Theology," with a particular focus on
his prayers.

: Dionysius, the Dark Night of the Soul, Mystical Theology

Lay Thién Chua Ba Ngbi!

Déng vuot trén moi yéu tinh, moi than linh va moi sy thién héao!
Dang hudng dan cac Ki-to hitu trong sy khon ngoan ciia thién dang !
Xin dan dit chung con vugt 1€n trén sy vo tri va moi anh sang,

cho dén tan dinh cao nhét va xa nhit cta thanh kinh huyén nhiém,

noi ma nhitng mau nhiém don thuan, tuyét doi va bat bién cua Loi dang t6 16 trong dém
t0i vO cung sang to cua thinh lang huyén nhiém.!

1 “Trinity!! Higher than any being, any divinity, and goodness! Guide of Christians in the wisdom of heaven! Lead us up
beyond unknowing and light, up to the farthest, highest peak of mystic scripture, where the mysteries of God’s Word lie
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Lay Thién Chiia, Ngudi 14 ai ma khién 1y tri con ngudi khic khoai khon ngu6i? Khi con nguoi
tuong ching sdp cham dén yéu tinh cta Thién Chua, thuc tai thn linh dy lai Aéa nén® chan
trdi... ol 10i dan... 10i dan... xa khi 1y tri. Vi Dionysius, chinh khi 1y tri viegt b tat ca dé tro
nén thy dong hoan toan trude Thién Chua, con nguoi duoc dan vao trong dém t6i than linh —
mot dém tbi vo ciing sang to. Noi y, mau nhiém cia Loi dang s t6 10. Vi Dionysius,  nguyén
Iy ti hau 12 mot ngdi vi boi Thién Chua da chu dong dan con ngudi vao coi siéu viét dé gap go
va két hiép véi Ngai. Cdi siéu viét 4y 1a dém tdi cia Thién Chiia, dém tdi ctia sy vo tri, dém tdi
ctia thinh ling. Nho cudc gip gd 4y, giita Thién Chiia va con ngudi trong dém t6i than linh, con
ngudi duge Thién Chua néi cho biét Nguoi 14 Ai.

“... xin dan ching con vuot 1én trén sy vo6 tri va moi anh sdng”

Boi dau Dionysius xin cho dugc vuot 18n trén su vo tri va moi anh sang? D6 1a boi vi, chi khi
vuot 1én trén sy vO tri va moi anh sang pham tran con nguoi mo6i duge gap g& chinh Thién
Chua, Pang Von 1a dnh sang vinh ciu, truong t6n va tuyét doi. Hon thé nita, Anh Sang vinh
clru, truong ton va tuyét ddi ma moi vat va con nguoi duge khoi sinh, lai goi moi, cudn lay va
bao trum chinh con nguoi hau dan dua con nguodi dén thong du tron ven véi chinh Nhét Thé.?
Dionysius d trich din 151 ctia thanh Phaolo trong tac pham The Celestial Hierachy ctia minh:
Vi muén vit déu do Ngwoi ma c6, nho Ngwoi ma ton tai va quy hidng vé Nguwoi™

Vay, lam thé nao dé hiru han c6 thé O-trong vO han ma khong bi ‘vd vun’ ra ? Béi chung, mot
dang con ngudi bi hut vé Thién Chua, nhung dang khac, ban tinh con ngudi 1a hitu han, con
Thién Chua, vi 1a Can nguyén cua moi thyc tai, nén ludn si€u vugt moi thye tai, nghia 1a, Thién
Chua ty ban tinh ludn ra-khoi tim véi cta 1y tri con ngudi. Dionysius di hoa giai dbi cuc nay
bﬁng cach moi goi con ngudi vuot Ién trén sy vo tri va moi anh sang. Vi 6ng, Thién Chua
khong phai 1a Dang khong thé dugc nhan biét nhung 13 Pang duoc nhan biét nhu 1a Dang
khong-thé-nhan-biét’. Nghia 13, con nguoi ¢6 thé nhan biét Thién Chiia bang cach phu dinh tat
ca cac khéng dinh va tham chi siéu vuot trén chinh ca sy phu dinh do6. b6 1a diéu Dionysius
mubn n6i khi moi goi con ngudi hiy vuot 1én trén sy v tri va moi anh sang.

simple, absolute and unchangeable in the brilliant darkness of a hidden silence.” Pseudo-Dionysius - The Complete Work,
dich boi Colm Luibheid va Paul Rorem (New York: Paulist Press, 1987), 135.

20 day chi la mot phép tu tir mang tinh goi hinh.

3 Pseudo-Dionysius - The Complete Work, phan “The Celestial Hierachy”, 145.
4 Ibid., 145.

5Pau Vin Hoéng, Triét hoc trung 6 (Luwu hanh ndi bd, 2002), 29.

6 Pseudo-Dionysius - The Complete Work, phan “The Mystical Theology”, 135. “... leave behind you everything perceived
and understood, everything perceptible and understandable, all that is not and all that is, ... to strive upward as much as
you can toward union with him who is beyond all being and knowledge.”
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That thé, khuynh hudng tu nhién cua cai-tri hay 1y tinh 1a nam bt cai tuyét di. Sau xa hon, 1y
tinh chuwa dwoc thanh tay’ ay cb ging rut ngan khoang cach glua Thién Chua va con ngudi bang
cach ‘kéo’ Thién Chua xudng thay vi dé Thién Chuia ‘nang’ con ngudi 1én. D6 1a mot 4o vong
vi céi hitu han khong thé & trong thé chu dong dé cham dén vo han, nhung ¢ trong thé thu dong
dé cho cai v6 han chu dong kéo minh dén gan va cho d-trong cai vo han. Thé nén, dé duoc 16i
kéo vé vo han, con ngudi can vuot 1én trén nhiing gi lién quan to1 Iy tinh, ma theo ngon ngir
cua Dionysius, d6 1a su v0 tri va moi anh sang. Sy vo tri ¢ day mubn néi Ve su khong-biét clia
con ngudi voi dbi tugng 1a Thién Chiia. Anh sang 1a diéu con ngudi biét vé Thién Chiia thong
qua cong hiéu ctia Can nguyén dé nhat, hay noi cach khac, thong qua Anh Sang ctia Thién Chua
luu lai trén thu tao. VO tri va anh sang ¢ day tuong quan bi¢n chung véi nhau. Nghia 1a, khi con
nguoi nhan ra minh vo tri vé Thién Chua thi con ngudi cang nd luc dé néi vé Thién Chaa. Khi
nhan ra cai-duoc-nodi-vé Thién Chua lai bit toan, con ngudi pha dinh ching va tiép tuc di vao
vo tri. Phii dinh ¢ ddy khong mang nghia ddi lap voi khang dinh, nghia 13 gat bo moi khang
quyét nhung 1a vuot-bo.® Thién Chua khong nhitng 1a thé nay ma con 14 hon thé nira. Va su vo
tri 1én t6i dinh diém 1a sy vuot 1én ca phu dinh, boi phu dinh, cach nao do, 1a con nguodi con
dang néi vé cai-1a cua Thién Chua, van dang 13 ‘tham vong’ quén triét Thién Chua vao 1y tri.
Do 1a ba thoi nhip trong than hoc cua Dionysius : khé“ing dinh — phu dinh — vuot 1én trén moi
khang dinh va phu dinh.

“... cho dén tan dinh cao nhat va xa nhat cua thanh kinh huyén nhiém, noi ma nhiing méau
nhi¢m don thuan, tuyét doi va bat bién cua Loi dang to 10 trong d€m toi vO cung sang to
cua thinh 1ang huyén nhiém.”

Dém t6i v6 cuing sang to 1a diém-cyc-han cho nd lyc ctia con ngudi trong tién trinh bién ching
gita vO tri va hiru tri, giita phu dinh va khang dinh. La diém-cyuc-han, boi gio day trong dém
tbi than linh éy, con nguoi tré nén tran trui vi d3 vuot bo tit ca, & trong tinh trang hoan toan
thu déng & dugc Thién Chua dwa vao cudc gip gd thin nhiém voi Ngai.'® That vay, dinh cao
ctia khai niém khong con la khai niém nhung 1a mot kinh nghiém cua sy gap gd gitra chu thé va
chinh d6i twong ma khai niém ay cuu mang. Diém-cyc-han hay ‘dinh cao nhét cta bi nhiém
trong sach thanh’!! khong con tuin theo qua trinh bién ching di 1én co tinh logic cua ly tri
nhung 1a mot bude nhdy, mot sy thang hoa. Tuy sy vo tri va hiru tri tuong quan v6i nhau theo
kiéu bién chimg di 1én nhung dinh diém cia qua trinh nay khong phai mot phép kéo theo logic

7 Nguoi viét dung tie ‘yf tinh chua duoc thanh tdy’ d€ néi dén tham vong: tw minh con ngudi ¢6 thé ndm bat Thién Chia,
phan biét v6i ‘I tinh dwgce thanh tdy’: & trong trang théi thu dong d€ duoc Thién Chia chi cho biét.

8 Pseudo-Dionysius - The Complete Work, phan “The Mystical Theology”, 135. “... beyond privation, beyond every denial,
beyond every assertion’.

9 Ibid., 135. “up to the farthest, highest peak of mystic scripture, where the mysteries of God’s Word lie simple, absolute
and unchangeable in the brilliant darkness of a hidden silence.”

101hid., 135. “shedding all and free from all, you will be uplifted to the ray of the divine shadow which is above everything
thatis”.

1 Pseudo-Dionysius - The Complete Work, phan “The Mystical Theology”, 135. ... the farthest, highest peak of mystic
scripture’.
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cua nhitng budc bién chung trudc do6. Dionysius moi goi con nguoi bude vao mdt ‘khoang
khong gian’ hoan toan khac biét va vuot ra khoi tat ca pham tru.

Diém-cyuc-han éy van 1a mot su vo tri, nhung 1a sy vo0 tri trao tran hitu tri boi dugce ‘théy’, duoc
két hiép voi Thién Chua. Bong t6i khong phai boi vi moi thir xung quanh tdi tim nhung vi
ching qua sang to dén ndi khién tam tri tro nén mu loa. 12 Khong phai vi duge Thién Chta cho
két hop voi Ngai ma con ngudi c6 thé biét vé Thién Chua nhu Thién Chiia-13, nhung dang hon,
con ngudi nhan ra mot cach chan that nhat khoang cach nghin trung giita Dang V6 Bién va thy
tao hiru han. Trong vo tri, con nguoi khong con tham vong mudn quéan triét Thién Chia nita.
Chinh bong t6i boi thdy rd minh hoan toan vé tri vé Thién Chiia, ma con nguoi dugc an todn
trong v han, thay vi v&' vun va danh mét can tinh hiru han. Nhu Thanh Toéma da trich lai 1o
cta Dionysius trong 76 ong ludn than hoc ciia minh nhu sau : “Anh sdng than linh chi c6 thé soi
chiéu chung ta trong tinh trang dwoc bao phi boi du thir man linh thanh”. 13 Hay nhu ddm may
bao phu iy Moses va Thién Chua ngy trong dam may dé néi voi 6ng.'* Chinh Thién Chua chii
déng 1am théa man khat khao hudng siéu viét tinh ctia con ngudi nhung van khong 1am mat di
ban cht hitu han ciia con nguoi, boi Thién Chiia 1am con ngudi no théa tron day nhét theo sikc
chira riéng cua tung nguoi.

Dém t6i than linh khong chi 1a sy xuét than mang tinh than hoc nhung con mang tinh triét hoc.
Boi chung, dém tdi Ay khong phai 1a sy trdn tranh cai vo tri, theo nghia ddi lap voi hitu tri.
Nhung dém tbi Ay 1a mot su vo tri ddy ap hiru tri, ddy dp ngon ngir. Chi khi da di toi ‘bién’ cua
kha ning 1y tri, con ngudi méi 6 thé vugt bo hoan toan moi tri gidc va khai niém. Pém tdi ay,
vira ¢6 su ty do ctia ch thé nhung ciing dong thoi 1a sy thuc bach khong thé cudng lai tir Dang
Siéu Viét.

Co 1€ ‘tham vong’ cua triét hoc, dic biét cia siéu hinh hoc, d6 1a di tim cai-1a cua nguyén ly tbi
hau cua thyc tai. Vay, day c6 phai l1a ‘tham vong’ qua dang cuia siéu hinh hoc khong ? C6 1€ s€
1a ‘quéa dang’ khi nai hoan toan t6i 1y tri & ndm bét yéu tinh ciia nguyén 1y t6i hau, boi nguyén
Iy toi hau, ty ching da vuot ra khoi su chi phdi ciia quy luat noi thé gidi thyuc tai. Tuy nhién,
cam ném hay nhan biét phan nao cai-1a dy s& kha thi mot khi con nguoi di-vao-trong ving troi
ctia nguyén 1y t6i hau. Véi Dionysius, chinh cudc gip g& gitra Thién Chua va con nguoi trong
dém toi than linh, sau khi d3 vuot bé moi tham vong quan triét, con ngudi dugc Thién Chua
néi cho biét Nguoi 1a Ai. Va chinh khi con ngudi dé cho cai vo han bao phu liy chinh cai hitu
han, thay vi d cho cai hitu han cdng minh ra dé nim ldy cai v6 han thi tim tri con.

12 Ibid., 135 “Amid the deepest shadow they pour overwhelming light on what is most manifest. Amid the wholly
unsensed and unseen they completely fill sightless minds with treasures beyond all beauty”.

13 Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, I-I, q.1, a.9, dich boi Gioakim Nguyén Vén Liém O.P va cong tac vién (Thu Vién
Trung Tam Hoc Van Da Minh: 2015), 18.

14 Xh 20,18-21.
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