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Trong bai nghién ctru nay, ngudi viét s& di vao tim hiéu trich doan Xh 8,16-28, tai wong thir
tu: Rudi nhing. Ban vin khong chi cho thdy Thién Chua thyuc hién cac diu la dé giai thoat
con cai Ngai khoi canh nd 1, nhung con cho thiy sirc manh cua 10i cau nguyén phat xuat tir
nhiing ai tin theo va trong ciy vao Thién Chuia. Dong thoi, ban van dién ta sy trung tin va
kién nhin ciia Thién Chua trude nhimg bét tin cua con nguoi.

: Tai wong, rudi nhang, giai thoat, Ai Cap, cau nguyén

In this study, the writer will delve into the passage Exodus 8:16-28, the fourth plague: Flies.
The text not only demonstrates God's performance of miraculous signs to liberate His people
from slavery but also showcases the power of prayer emanating from those who believe in and
rely on God. Additionally, the text portrays God's faithfulness and patience in the face of
human disobedience.

: Calamity, flies, liberation, Egypt, prayer

Sach Xuat Hanh duoc xem 14 quyén thir hai trong bd Ngii Thur (theo nhu Ngudi Do Théi néi
tiéng Hy Lap), hay Sach Luat — Torah (theo nhu nguoi Do Thai néi tiéng Hip-ri). Noi dung cac
trinh thuat sach Xuit Hanh phan nao d6 trinh bay dong lich sir thing tram cta dan toc duogc
Chua chon lam dén riéng. Noi dong lich sir dy, dan t-ra-en nhan ra ban tay uy quyén ctia Thién
Chua qua cac bién cd Ngai thuc hién trén chinh dan toc minh. Nhiing bién c6 iy khong chi dién
ta quyén ning, tinh thwong ctia Thién Chua danh cho dan ft-ra-en ma con cho thay su trung tin
ctia Ngai véi dan Ngai da chon. Sau nhitng nim dai dan {t-ra-en ta than va rén siét trong canh
no 1¢ trén dat Ai Cap, Thién Chua da nghe tiéng ho kéu van, da nhin thiy canh sdng cay dang
vi bi cudng bach.! “Thién Chua da nhin thay con céi {t-ra-en va Thién Chua di biét ...” (Xh

1Xh 2,23; 6,5.
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2,25). Vay, Thién Chua biét con dan minh dang dau khd va Ngai da giai thoat con ci [t-ra-en
qua vi¢c chon goi Mosé dé dan dua dan ra khoéi canh luu day.

Trong bai nghién ctru nay, nguoi viét s& di vao tim hiéu trich doan Xh 8,16-28, tai wong thir tu:
Rudi nhing. Tai vong ndy nam trong chudi trinh thuét 10 tai twong (Xh 7,14-13,16). Maii dén
tai vong thir 10, Thién Chua sat hai cic con dau long ctia ngudi Ai Cép, Pha-ra-6 méi chiu dé
dan [t-ra-en ra di.2 Tuy nhién, viéc tim hiéu trich doan Xh 8,16-28 1a dé théy duoc cach thic
Thién Chta timg budc dua dan riéng cua Ngai ra khoi su théng tri cta Pha-ra-6. Thién Chua
khong chi 1am mét dau la hay ra tay uy quyén chi mot lan dé giai thoat con céi It-ra-en, nhung
Ngai da thuc hién nhiéu bién cd. Qua cac bién cb 4y, Pha-ra-6 cung toan dan Ai Cap, va ké ca
cong dong con cai {t-ra-en nhan biét Ngai 1a Pirc Chua.

Khung Canh Ban Van

Céu trac sach Xuat Hanh c6 thé duoc chia thanh ba phan chinh: (I) Cong cudc Thién Chua giai
thoat t-ra-en khoi Ai Cép tur chuong 1,1 dén 18,27; (IT) Thién Chua ban hanh Luat Luan Ly
cho dén tir chwong 19,1 dén 24,18; (III) Cac chi thi vé Phung Ty Thanh tir chuong 25,1 dén
40,38.% Trudc khi ban Luat cho dan qua Giao Udc Xinai va ban hanh cac chi thi vé Phung Ty
Thanh (Vé viéc dyng noi thanh, vé cac tu té va viéc tai lap giao udc), sach Xuit Hanh bt dau
v6i céc trinh thuat vé cong cudc Thién Chua giai thoat dan ft-ra-en khoi Ai Cap. Trude hét,
trinh thuat sach Xuat Hanh cho thay tinh canh dén {t-ra-en bén Ai Cép (1,1 -22) va bién ¢6 Chia
chon goi Mosé dé dan dat dan (2,1-7 ;7). Sau do, Thién Chua biéu 16 uy quyen va long thuong
x0t ciia Ngai qua 10 tai wvong glang xudng vuong triéu Pha-ra-6 cting toan coi dat Ai Cap (7,8-
13,16). Plng trude cac tai wong dén tir Thién Chiia, Pha-ra-6 khong con cach nao khac 1a tha
dan ft-ra-en di (Xh 13,17). Két thac phan tht nht trong c4u tric ba phan cta Sach Xuat Hanh,
con cai [t-ra-en bat dau hanh trinh dai trong sa mac (13,17-18,27). Trong bai nghién ciru niy,
doan trinh thuit duogc tim hiéu nim trong boi canh Pha-ra-6 tir chdi dé Mosé dan dat dan ft-ra-
en ra khoi Ai Cép theo 1énh truyén ciia Thién Chtia.* Thé nén, Thién Chua di giang 10 tai wong
xudng trén Pha-ra-6 va toan cdi dit Ai Cap. Muc dich ciia Thién Chua qua 10 tai wong la dé
biéu 16 chinh Ngai — “Ta 1a Dic Chua.”

Thién Chia ty biéu 16 qua nhitng diéu khac thuong va ludn 1a nhu thé, dé tir d6 cho con ngudi
co hoi nhan ra Ngai, cu thé ¢ day khong chi nham nhim dén Pha-ra-6 va dan Ai Cap, nhung
con ca chinh Mosé va dan ft-ra-en.® Pong thoi, Thién Chiia bay to quyén ning ctia Ngai qua
viéc phan biét dan ciia Chuia voi dan Ai Cap cling v6i viée gia ting tinh chat nghiém trong trong
céc tai wong. Viéc gia tang tinh nghiém trong ctia cic tai wong duoc nhan thiy khong chi qua
thuc té tir tai uong nhung con qua dbi tuong dugc chi dinh thyc hién céc tai wong: Aharon -
Modsé - Thién Chua.

2 Xh 12,29-42.

3 C4u tric nay duwoc chia theo goi y ctia Walter C.Kaiser JR. X. David E. Garland, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Genesis
— Leviticus (Michigan: Grand Rapids, 2009), 367.

4Xh 6,10-12; 7,13.

5 Xh 6,2.6.7.8.28; 7,5.17; 8,18; 10,2 - mym " (4ni Yehdah) — Ta 1a DPUC CHUA. Xh 8,6 - ching c6 ai bing Dtrc Chiia; 9,14 -
khong co ai b%ng Ta.

6 Xh 7,4b-5: Ta sé€ ra tay giang phat Ai Cap va sé dung uy quy‘én ma dwa cac binh ngii cta Ta, la dan Ta, con cai ft-ra-en,
ra khoi d4t Ai Cap. Bdy gio, nguoi Ai Cap sé biét réng Ta la DUC CHUA, khi Ta givong canh tay chdng lai nguoi Ai Cap
va dua con céi [t-ra-en ra khoi nuée chung.
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e Taiuong 1 dén 3: Aharon 14 tro t4 cia Mdsé thuc hién chi thi ciia Chaa - “DPuc Chua
phan véi Mosé: Hay ndi véi Aharon...”(Xh 7,19; 8,1; 8,12).

e Tai vong 4 dén 6: Mosé 1a nguoi thyc hién chi thi tir Dirc Chiia - “Dirc Chaia phan véi
Mosé: .....” (Xh 8,16; 9,1; 9,8).

e Tai wong 5 dén 10: Chinh Chua truc tiép gidng tai wong - “vi 1an nay, chinh Ta s&
giang moi tai wong xuodng ....” (Xh 9,14).

Cau Truc Ban Van

Tur khung canh khai quat trén, bai viét s& x04y vao viéc phan tich doan trinh thuat tai wong thi
4 — Tai wong Rudi Nhang trong Xh 8,26-28. Cau tric phan doan nay dugc chia thanh ba phan:

a. Cau 16-20: Ptrc Chua chi thi Mosé dén gip Pha-ra-0.

e Cau 16: Pinh vi thoi gian va khong gian Mosé s& gap Pha-ra-6 va truyén thong diép
cta Buc Chua.

e (Cau 17: Loi tién bao hinh phat s& dén néu Pha-ra-6 khong thuc hién 1énh truyén cua
btrc Chua.

e Cau 18-19: Puc Chiia phan biét ving dat ciia dan ft-ra-en dang cu nguy trén lanh dia
ctia Ai Cap voi Pha-ra-6 ciing dét dai va than dan Ai Cép ciia ong.

e Cau 20: Tai wong rudi nhing ap dén.

b. Céau 21-25: Cude d6i thoai giita Pha-ra-6 véi Mosé khi Thién Chiia da cho tai wong ap
xuong trén dat Ai Cap.

e (Cau 21-23: Pha-ra-6 cho phep dan ft-ra-en di té 1& trong chinh d4t Ai Cap, nhung Mosé
khong bang long.
o (Cau 24-25: diéu kién va dé nghi cia Pha-ra-6 ra dat ra — Mosé dap tra.

c. Cau 26-28: Mbsé kéu cau Ptrc Chiia thu hdi hinh phat giang xudng Ai Cap, nhung Pha-
ra-6 van khong tha cho dén It-ra-en di.

e Cau 26-27: Thién Chua nhan 16i ciu ciia Moseé.
e (CAu 28: Pha-ra-6 that tin va 10ng van ning né cing coi.

Poan Thir Nhdt: Cau 16-20

Chimng ctr dé phan doan tir cau 16-20 14 viéc dya vao giong van thé tran thuat, ngdi thir nhét s6
it: Ta— DUC CHUA. Giong van cha dao ¢ day chi ¢ 10i cia PUC CHUA: (1) Loi cia BUC
CHUA phan v6i Mosé (Xh 8 ,16a); (2) Lo1 cua PUC CHUA phén véi Pha-ra-6 (Xh 8,16b-19).
Céu 20 dong vai tro la cau van tran thuat két doan va chuyén mach dé dén vao phan doan thir
hai. Di vao chi tiét, ngudi ta nhan thdy mo-tip quen thudc khi mo dau cac tai wong do6 1a Loi
Chua phan v6i Mosé: “DUC CHUA phan véi ong Mosé.” Tuy nhién, da co sy khac biét ké tir
tai vong thir tu v6i ba tai twong phia truge. Thay vi Thién Chua phan voi M6sé hay di n6i voi
Aharon va qua Aharon, st di¢p cua Duc Chua dén voi Pha-ra-6 (tai uong 1,2 ,3),” thi tai uong
thir tw Mosé nhén chi thi va tryc tiép thi hanh chi thi ctia Ptrc Chua. Diéu nay cho thay rang

7Xh 7,19; 8,1.12.
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tinh chit cta céc tai wvong ngay cang thém nghiém trong, cu thé nhu cac tai wong tiép theo sau
thi chinh Drc Chua tryc tiép gidng tai wong (Xh 9,14).

Khoi dau véi 10 chi thi ciia Dirc Chua d6i véi Mosé (c.16) xac dinh rd thoi gian, khong gian,
d6i tuong, va thong diép. Thoi gian vao sang sém ngay mai — khong gian & mé nudc (song Nin)
— d6i tuong 1a Pha-ra-6, va thong diép van la “Héy tha dan Ta ra, dé chung di tho phuong Ta”.*
Ngudi ta dit van dé 1a tai sao Chua truyén cho Mésé dén gap Pha-ra-6 vao budi sang sém luc
nha vua dang ¢ bd Song Nin? Miu thirc nay xuat hién 1an dau trong tai wong thir nhit (Xh 7,15).
S6ng Nin trong vin hoa Ai Cap duoc xem nhu 1d mot vi than, 1a ngudn sdng ciia ngudi Ai Cap.
Nguoi Ai Cép xem song Nin nhu la nguoi cha — “Father Nile.” Pha-ra-6 ra bo song Nin vao
sang som voi muyc dich té tu than minh, ciu xin sy che chd cho vuong quyen cua minh.!° Dang
khi Pha-ra-6 dang ¢ bo séng, Chua chi thi Mosé den gip Pha-ra-6, mot lan nita buc Chua nhéc
lai tai wvong dau tién Ngai da giang xudng Ai Cap. Pdng thoi, dé nhic Pha-ra-6 rang Thién Chua
da thyc hién cac tai wong trén dat Ai Céap va trén chinh song Nin, noi ma vi than minh cua Pha-
ra-0 dang ngy tri. Diéu nay mudn truyén tai thong diép ring quyén ning cua Thién Chua vuot
trén cac thin minh ma Pha-ra-6 cdy dua vao. Tir thoi gian va khong gian iy, Pirc Chua cho
Pha-ra-6 biét ¥ mudn cua Ngai: “Hay tha dan Ta ra, dé chung di thd phuong Ta.”

Ngay sau loi yéu cau ay, Dirc Chua cho Pha-ra-6 biét hé qua néu nhu 6 ong khong thyc hién yéu
cau ciia Chua. O day, 16i hanh van trinh thuat viéc Dic Chua dang noi tryc tiép voi Pha-ra-6
chir khong qua trung gian la M6sé: Ta (Birc Chua) - ng6i thir nhat; nguoi (Pha-ra-6) - ngoi thir
hai. bay co thé duoc hiéu 1a Thién Chtua mudn cho Pha-ra-6 biét rang c6 mot Déng cao hon,
quyén nang trén Pha-ra-6 14n moi than minh ciia nguoi Ai Cap. Dang 4y chinh 1a Ta, 1a Dirc
Chua cua dan ft-ra-en. Nguoi ta ciing nhan thdy cau triic quen thudc & cau 17: “Néu ... thi...”.
Day 14 cdu trac than hoc thudng phat ma dong van chuong Dé Nhi Luat va cac sach ngon st s
dung kha nhiéu.!' Vi thé, cau 17 dugc xem nhu 16 tién bao cho Pha-ra-6 néu 6ng khong thl_IC
thi 1énh truyén ciia Dtrc Chiia thi tai wong “rudi nhang” s& ap dén. Danh tir “rudi nhang” — 29 2%y
("Arob)'? duoc lap lai dén 7 1an trong doan trinh thuat nay.'3 Con sb 7 1an duoc xem 1a con s6
biéu trung cho sy tron day, hoan hao va duoc nhac dén nhiéu 1an trong Kinh Thanh. Khéi dau
sach Sang Thé, s 7 duoc ding dé xac dinh tuan sang tao ciia Thién Chiia. T “séang tao” ciing
dugc nhic dén 7 1an trong doan trinh thuat khoi dau nay. Nhu thé, sau 7 ngay thé gisi duogc
hinh thanh va Thién Chua nghi ngoi, ban phutc lanh cung thanh hoa cho ngay thtr 7 sau khi Ngai
hoan thanh cong viéc tao dung. 1 Con s6 7 dugc nhic lai & St 7,1-4, khi Thién Chta cho mua
xuéng mat dat vao ngay thu 7 dé dat lai mot trat ty mai cho thé gidi. O day, trinh thuat vé tai

8 Vi Ian nay chinh Ta sé gidng moi tai wong xudng trén nguoi, trén bé t6i va dan nguoi, d€ nguoi biét r%ng trén khép mat
dat khong c6 ai bf?mg Ta.

9 MAu thtec nay duogc st dung trong cac tai wong: Xh 7,16.26; 8,16; 9,1.13; 10,3.

10 Farid Atiya, Ancient Egypt — Standard Edition (Egypt: Giza, Farid Atiya Press, 2006), 20-21. Thomas L. Constable, Notes
on Exodus (Ebook, 2022 Edition), 76. https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/exodus.pdf

1'Pnl 12; 13; 21; 24; 28; 30. Is 58. Gr 3-4.

12 Ban LXX chuyén dich tir 29y ("Aréb) thanh kuvépviav (Kynomyian). John I. Durham khong dat van dé vé viéc chuyén
dich thuit ng nay: kvvopviav — dog fly nhu ban Tiéng Anh. John I. Durham, Word Biblical Commentary — Exodus
(Colombia: Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data, 1987), 114.

Josep T. Lienhard trong chti giai cia minh thi cho réng ban dich - kvvopvia (Kynomyia) 1a chwa chinh xac, ma dung hon
phai la Koinomyia vi trong tleng Do Thai thi nguyén am d6i“oi” khi dua vao trong tit Koinomyia sé c6 nghia rd rang hon,
do6 1a: moi giong loai rudi (every genus of fly). X. Josep T. Llenhard, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture — Old Testament
III: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy (Illinois: Inter Varsity Press, 2001), 48.

Nhu vay, danh tir giéng dwc 19y (‘Arob) tam hi€u 1a mot ddm con trung c6 canh. Nhém Cdc Gio Kinh Phung Vu chuyén
dich 29y ("Arob) thanh Rudi nhing.

13 X1 8,17 (2 Tan), Xh 8,18 (1 Tan), Xh 8,20 (2 Tan), Xh 8,25 (1 T4n), Xh 8,27 (1 T4n).

145t1,1-24a.
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wong thir tw, danh tur * ru01 nhing” dugc 13p lai 7 1an nhu thé 1a mot ngy ¥ thiéng liéng di kém
v6i bién ¢b. C6 thé hiéu rang Thién Chua s& 1ap lai mot trat ty mai va cude sdng méi cho con
céi {t-ra-en sau khi giai thoat ho khoi dat Ai Cap. Piéu nay cho thay ké hoach giai thoat con cai
ft-ra-en va cach thirc ky diéu ma chi minh Thién Chua thyc hién dugc v6i vuong quyén cia
Ngai vuot trén moi vua chia tran gian, ké ca Pha-ra-0.

Thé nén, bién ¢ “rudi nhang” ap dén nhu 1a mot diéu ky la ma khong ai 1y giai duoc. D6 chi
c6 thé 1a quyén nang cua Thién Chua, vi dam rudi nhédng dén mot cach bat ngo roi dot nhién
bién mat (x. Xh 8,25). Hinh anh tai wong rudi nhéng sau nay duoc nhic dén trong Thanh Vinh
(x. Tv 78,45; 105,31) nhu thé dé g0’1 nh¢ quyén nang Thién Chua da thyc hién vi tinh thuong
va sy trung tin ctia Ngai v6i nha ft-ra-en. Piéu nay dugc 1am rd hon vai cac cu tiép theo sau.

Cau 18-19 cho thdy su khac biét giira tai wong thir tu vdi ba tai twong trudc. Su khac biét khi
Thién Chua “chira ra” d4t Go-sen'® 1a noi dan ft-ra-en cu ngu va Thién Chua “phan biét” dan
ctia Ngai v6i dan Ai Cap. Go-sen 1a ving dat da dwoc nhic dén trong Sang thé (x. St 45,10;
46,28-34; 47,1-6,11). D6 1a viing dong bang phia Dong Ai Cap ma chinh Pha-ra-6 da cap cho
gia dinh 6ng Giu-se, khi cha 6ng la ong ft-ra-en (hay con goi 1a Gia-cép) va anh em ong khi
dén Ai Cap. Go-sen ciing la ving dat tot nhat trong xur Ai Cap noi nhitng nguoi lam nghé chin
nudi gia suc sinh séng.!® Tai wong da khong ap xudng ving dat Go-sen nhd 16 hira ciia Dirc
Chua. Phai ching ddy 14 1an dau tién Thién Chta “phéan biét”'7 dan ft-ra-en v6i dan Ai Cap?
Luon c6 su phan biét gitra dan riéng cua Chtia va dan Ai Cap trong céc tai wong. Tai tuong thir
nhat dén thtr ba, Thién Chiia phan biét giita sir gia cua Ngai la M6sé va Aharon vdi Pha-ra-6
cling cac phu thiry va than minh Ai Cép. Ba tai vong tiép theo sau, tai wong thr tu dén tai vong
thir sdu, Thién Chuia phan biét dan ft-ra-en voi dan Ai Cap. Mot cach sau xa hon, bién cb vung
dat Go-sen thudc lanh dia ctia Ai Cép khong gap phai tai wong 1a dau chi Thién Chaa mudn
nham dén Pha-ra-6. Qua do, Chua mudn Pha-ra-6 hiéu rang Ngai dang hién dién gitra vuong
quoc cua 6ng va Ngai co uy quyen trén ca dit Ai Cap - “dé nguoi (Pha-ra-6) biét rang Ta 13
PUC CHUA, Ta ngy giira dat nay”, 1a dat Ai Cap.'® Pay ciing chinh 1a cau tra 16i ciia PUC
CHUA cho cau héi ctia Pha-ra-6 & Xh 5,2 - “DUC CHUA 1a ai, khién ta phai nghe 10i ma tha
cho ft-ra-en di?”'® Pirc Chiia di tra 10i cho Pha-ra-6 qua cic tai wong, xét nhu 1a cac dau la dé
Pha-ra-6 nhan ra Ptrc Chta ctia dan {t-ra-en dang hién dién. “Va PUC CHUA da lam nhu thé”
(c.20).

Két phan doan thtr nhat voi cau 20 duge xem 1a cdu chuyén mach, vi luc nay giong van mang
tinh trinh thuat dé bao hiéu cho biét tai uong dé xay ra. Viéc tai wong xay ra cho thay Pha-ra-6
da khong thuc hién 16i ctia Dirc Chua truyén vi dén lac nay duong nhu Pha-ra-6 van chwa nhan
ra Ptrc Chuia 13 ai ma khién 6ng phai tudn theo 1énh truyén ctia Ngai tir miéng Mosé va Aharon.
Thé nén, Thién Chuia cho “mot dam rudi nhing den nghit kéo vao cung dién Pha-ra-6, vao nha

ctlra bé ti ctia vua va toan cdi dat Ai Cap”. Co thé thay rang, qua cau 20, Thién Chua cling da
thuc hién 101 hita ciia Ngai v6i dan [t-ra-en song trén ving dat Go-sen. Ngai da khong dé rudi

15 Durham, Word Biblical Commentary — Exodus, 114.

16 Garland, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 433.

17Ty “phén biét” & day duwgc nhom Céc Gio Kinh Phung Vu chuyén dich va dung ¢ dang dong tie. Tuy nhién, tit nguyén
Do Thai dugc dung trong cau nay (Xh 8,19) 1a nm7d (Peduth): sy cttu chudc/cirtu do (redemption) hay sy giai thoat
(deliverance), & dang danh tit gidng cai. Trong Cuu Udc, danh tir m75 chi xuat hién 4 Tan (Xh 8,19 ; Tv 111,9 ; 130,7 ; Is
50,2). Danh ttt m79 (Peduth) phét xudt tir ddng tx 779 (Padah): chudc (to ransom), cttu. Theo ban LXX tir m79 dwoc dich
sang Hy Lap la duxotoAnjv (diastolen) & dang Ddi cach (Accusative) cua danh tir s§ it dixotoAr] (diastole): sw phan
biét/tach biét. X. Durham, Word Biblical Commentary — Exodus, 112.

18 Garland, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 432. Durham, Word Biblical Commentary — Exodus, 114.

19 Jean-Louis Ska, Introduction to Reading the Pentateuch (Indiana: Eisenbrauns, 2006), 28.
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nhing 4p xubng trén ving Go-sen. Thay dugc rang, Thién Chua vira biéu 10 uy quyén trén ca
dan Ai Cap lan dan It-ra-en nhung van ludn trung tin va nhé dén dan riéng cia Ngai khi gin gitr
vung dat con cai It-ra-en cu ngu dugc binh an trong tai wong.

La cau két cho phan doan dau tién, cau 20 con déng vai tro 1a cau dan vao phan doan thi hai.
Ding trudce tai wvong rudi nhang, Pha-ra-6 thay bat luc nén lién cho goi dng Mosé va Aharon
dén.

DPoan Thir Hai: Cau 21-25

Néu nhu phan doan thtr nhat ngudi ta thiy Loi cia DPUC CHUA phan véi Mésé va véi Pha-ra-
6: Ta (BUC CHUA) — nguoi (Mosé/Pha-ra-6) thi phan doan thir hai Thién Chtia duong nhu
thinh 1ang va chi con cudc dbi thoai giita Pha-ra-6 véi Mosé. Khong nhu ba tai wong trudc, hinh
anh cac phu thuy luc nay khong con ding chung voi Pha-ra-6 khi d6i dién voi Mosé 6 tai uong
thir tu. Tai wong ap dén khién Pha-ra-6 v0i vang tri¢u 6ng Mos€ va Aharon (c. 21), cho thy
Pha-ra-6 dang trong tam thé mét binh an du cho 6ng da trai qua ba tai wong. Thé nén, Pha-ra-
d tirc khéc cho phép Mdsé dem dan di té 18 1a diéu dé hiéu. Co 18, Pha-ra-0 hy vong viéc Mosé
di té 18 s& lam cho tai wong cham dirt. Mosé da tir chéi 101 dé nghi cta Pha-ra-6 véi Iy do viée
té 18 ctia dan [t-ra-en ngay trén dat Ai Cap s& 1 hanh vi “ghé tom” dbi v6i ngudi Ai Cap. Mosé
c6 1y do dé noi diéu d6 vi trong Sang thé 43,3220, trinh thuat vé viéc Giu-se gip lai cha va cac
anh em ctia Ong ciing dé cip dén van dé nguoi Ai Cap khong dung bira v6i ngudi Hip-ri, vi “do
1a diéu ghé tom ddi voi nguoi Ai Cap”. Nguoi ta khong néi rd nguyén nhén vi sao ngudi Ai
Cap lai ghé tém véi thire an va clia 1& ctia ngudi Hip-ri. Cau tra 161 & St 46,34 - “béi vi nguoi
Ai Cap ghé tom moi ngudi 1am nghé chan chién.”2!

Véi ly do d6, Mdsé chu dong dua ra dé nghi cho Pha-ra-6 ¢ ciu 23. Giai phap di “ba ngay
duong dé vao sa mac té 18” 1am ngudi ta gia dinh Mosé s& dua dan ft-ra-en khoi ach no 18 Ai
Cap trong ba ngay. Ba ngay 1a khoang thoi gian ma dan ft-ra-en c6 thé di mot ching duong kha
xa khoi lanh thd Ai Cap va thoat khoi tim kiém soat ctia Pha-ra-6. O déy, cum tir “ba ngay”

trong Kinh Thanh thuong lién hé dén cac mau nhiém hay cic nghi 1& phung tu ctia dan ft-ra-en.
Sau khi roi khoi dat Ai Cap ba thang, 6 ong Mosé 1én nii Xinai, va sau khi xudng nii ong bao
dan: Trong ba ngay, anh em phdi chudn bi San sang (x. Xh 19,14). Dan [t-ra-en dang 18 té 1én
Thién Chua vao ngay tht ba va dugc thanh tiy ciing chinh vao ngay tht ba. Lién hé dén Tan
Udc, con sb ba ngay gin voi bién c¢b Phyc Sinh.22 Hinh anh Chua Gié-su trong Tan Uéc nhu
thé 14 mot Mosé moi s& giai thoat nhan loai khoi 4ch nd 1€ cua toi 161 sau “ba ngay” — Tu Nan
rdi Phuc Sinh vao ngay thir ba.23 Nhu thé, “ba ngay” duoc xét nhu 1 quang thoi gian ma dan
ft-ra-en trong Cyu Udc s& dugc giai thoat khoi dat Ai Cap, hudng dén Tan Udc ngudi ta sé
dugc lanh nhan mot cudc gidi thoat mdi nho Pic Gié-su.

Sau 101 goi y cua Mosé ¢ cau 23, Pha-ra-6 nhén 101 trong tam thé mién cudng dé dan ft-ra-en
di té 18. Nguoi ta d& dang nhén thay rang trong tinh canh tai u’orng dang lam cho cu dan Ai Cép
kinh hoang, khién Pha-ra-6 budng 16i hira dé dan {t-ra-en ra di: “Ta s& tha cac nguoi ra, dé cac
nguoi di té 12 DPUC CHUA 1a Thién Chua céac nguoi trong sa mac; chi cé diéu 1a khong duoc
di qua xa” (c.24a). Pha-ra-6 dua ra diéu kién gi6i han khoang cach di té 18 v6i muc dich khong

20 Nguoi ta don riéng cho dng, riéng cho ho va riéng cho nhitng nguoi Ai Cap cung an véi ong, vi nguoi Ai Cap khong
thé dung bita véi nguoi Hip-ri: d6 1a diéu ghé tom d6i véi nguoi Ai Cap.

21 Durham, Word Biblical Commentary — Exodus, 115.

22 Mt 27,63; Mc 8,31.

23 Lienhard, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, 98.
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dé dan It-ra-en ra khoi tam kiém soét ctia 6ng. Tuy nhién, c6 mot chi tiét dang cha y & cau 24b,
d6 12 161 d& nghi ciia Pha-ra-6: “Cac nguoi hiy ciu cho ta.” Day 1a diéu dang ngac nhién boi 18
trong ba tai vong trudc nguoi ta khong nhan thdy Pha-ra-0 to thai d¢ nay. Vi doi hoi nay, co
thé 1y giai rang Pha-ra-6 bat diu nhan thiy strc manh va quyen nang thue sy phat xuét tir D
Chua va Mosé 1a ngu’orl c6 thé dai dién, thay mat cho 6ng dén khan cau v6i Pirc Chiia. O diém
nay ciing co thé 1y giai thém rang Pha-ra-6 c6 phan héi han vé viéc 6ng da chong ddi lai Duc
Chua. Hanh dong nay twong ty nhu trong 1V 22,2924 vua A-khap héi han sau khi 6ng Elia
tuyén cao an 1énh cua Birc Chua vi vua nay di theo cac tuong than cta ngudi A-mo-ri va lam
diéu dir trai mat Dirc Chua. Glong nhu tai wong thir hai (tai wong Ech nhai), khi cac phu thuy
ctia Ai Cap khong thé dudi Ech nhai di thi Pha-ra-6 cling cAn Mdsé cau xin Dirc Chiia. Suy cho

cung, trong cau 24, Pha-ra-6 biét chic 1a ai da dem lai tai vong va bang cach nao dé tai wong
bién mat. Dau vay, 6ng van ra diéu kién va yéu cau véi Mosé 1a hdy céu xin cho 6ng. Trai qua
kinh nghiém ba tai vong trudc, duong nhu Pha-ra-6 hiéu duoc vi thé cia Mosé trude mat Puc
Chua. Phin nao do, Pha-ra-6 ciing biét rang Ptrc Chua s& nhéan 16i Mosé cau xin ma du 1ong
thuong x6t voi Ai Cap. Nhung dién tién trinh thuat tiép theo sau, nguoi ta nhan thay rang Pha-
ra-0 1a mot ké loi dung Mdsé va 1at long trong 101 hura, néu khong mudn noi 1a that hira.

Cau 25 1a 101 hira cia Mdsé voi Pha-ra-6. Lan nay, dé tranh kich ban da xay ra nhu lan trude
(tai wong thir hai: Ech Nhai), d6 1a viéc Pha-ra-6 d hira sau khi éch nhai ra xa khoi cung dién
va dan cua ong, ong s& tha dan ft-ra-en, nhung 6ng dd nudt 161 (Xh 8,4). Mosé nhic lai sy bat
tin ciia Pha-ra-6: “xin bé ha dung phinh gat hoai.” Trong tai wong thir hai, Mosé€ da trung tin
khi thyc hién 161 htra, Pha-ra-6 thi ngugc lai. Sy trung tin cia Mosé cach sau xa dién ta sy trung
tin, kién nhan va long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chiia di v6i ké bat tin Pha-ra-6, 1a dai dién cho
vuong qudc Ai Cép.

DPoan Thir Ba: Cau 26-28

Céu 26-28 khong con 13 giong vin ctiia Ptrc Chiia phan vi Mosé (c.16a), ciing chang v6i Pha-
ra-0 (c.16b-19), hay giong vin ddi thoai giita Mosé va Pha-ra-6 (c.21-25). Giong van gio ddy
quay lai v&i thé tran thuat nhu cau 20. Cau 26-27, tudng thuat viéc Mosé da thuc hién 16i hira
v6i Pha-ra-6 va Thién Chtia da nhan 161 t61 t& Nguoi cau xin. Cau 28 dugc xét 1a cau dac két
tai wong voi cai hau van 14 sy bét tin cia Pha-ra-0.

Véi dé nghi cua Pha-ra-6 (c.24), M6s¢€ nhan 101 di khan ciu cung Pirc Chua va buc Chia da
thyc hién 16i 6ng cau xin. Dau chi r rang cho thiy Pirc Chiia nhan 16i khan cau ctia Mosé, noi
dung hon d6 14 16i khan cau ctia Pha-ra-6 qua trung gian Mosé, 1a “Ngudi khién rudi nhang roi
khoi Pha-ra-06, khoi bé toi va dan cua vua, khong sot 1ai con nao” (c.27). Nhu thé, Mosé da
trung tin v&i Pha-ra-6 14 cdu xin Thién Chta tha thir cho Pha-ra-6 va dan Ai Cép. C6 thé thiy
rang e Chiia di nhuong bo véi diéu kién hay 11 khin cau ctia Pha-ra-6. Ngai da thyc hién
10i cau xin cta t6i t6 Ngai 1a Mosé thay cho Pha-ra-6.25 Cho dén luc nay, Pha-ra-6 duong nhu
nhan biét nguyén nhan céc tai wong phat xuat tir dau vi trude d6 (tai vong thir ba: Mudi) cac
phul thay d thua voi Pha-ra-6: “D6 1a ngon tay ciia Thién Chiia!” (Xh 8,15a). Dong thoi, qua
cac tai wong dd xay ra, ngudi ta thdy Pha-ra-6 bat lyc va than minh cta 6ng ciing khong co
quyén ning cung sirc manh dé khoi phuc trat tir cho Vuong qudc Ai Cép khi gip phai tai wong.26

24 Nguoi c6 thady A-khdp dd ha minh trudc mat Ta thé nao khong? Viné da ha minh triede méit Ta nén Ta sé khong giang
hoa trong budi sinh thoi ctia n6, nhung dén doi con no, Ta sé giang hoa xuéng nha no.

25 Durham, Word Biblical Commentary — Exodus, 115.

26 Céc pht thuy diing phit phép ctia minh ciing 1am nhu thé € bt mudi phai ra khoi dat Ai Cap, nhung khong duoc.
Mudi ctt & lai trén than thé nguoi ta va tha vat. (Xh 8,14)
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Dau vy, trinh thuat cho biét “long Pha-ra-6 vin ning né clmg coi; vua khong chiu tha cho dan
1”7 (Xh 8,25). Khong c6 gi dang ngac nhién khi Pha-ra-6 that tin, vi ong da that tin mot 1an
truorc d6.27 O day co thé dat van dé, (1) phai chang Pha-ra-6 qua thlen can hay c6 chap khi da
phai dbi dién voi bon tai rong ma van khong khuét phuc trudc uy quyen cia Thién Chta. Hay
(2) Thién Chtia mudn 10ng 6 ong ra chai d4 dé Ngai tlep tuc biéu 16 uy quyen trén dat Ai Cap, dé
Pha-ra-6 va than dan ciing moi than minh Ai Cép biét rang chang c6 than minh nao ngoai trur
mét minh Pac Chia. Quan diém (2) duong nhu dugc ung hd hon vi trong trinh thuat vé viéc
Thién Chua goi Mosé dé sai ong di gip Pha-ra-6 ¢ dau chwong Xh 7,3-5, Thién Chiia di bao
trude diéu nay cho M6sé.2® Thién Chiia ¢6 nhat thiét phai 1am cho Pha-ra-6 ra ciing long hay
khong? Thién Chua da lam nhu vay. Doc gia co thé thay khé hiéu & diém nay, tuy nhién, diéu
nay cho thiy Thién Chiia c6 quyén va sirc manh khién cho ké thu “ctmg long” mot cach chinh
dang dé qua d6 Ngai biéu duong uy quyén cta Ngai trong viéc giai thoat ddn Do Thai khoi ach
no 1¢ Ai Cap.
Long Pha-ra-b ra cimg coi va 6ng da bat tin khi khong chiu tha dan ft-ra-en di nhu 16i 6ng hira
vGi Mosé. Tir su bt tin 1ién két dén viéc long Pha-ra-6 ra ning né cting co6i dé thiy duoc bién
cb cac tai wong xay ra trén dat Ai Cap 1 co chu dich kép bai Thién Chua. Trudc hét, Thién
Chua mudn giai thoat dan ft-ra-en ra khoi kiép né 1¢. Thir dén, Thién Chaa van mudn tiép dién
nhitng diéu phi thuong trén toan cdi dit Ai Cap dé khong chi Pha-ra-6 cung toan dan Ai Cap,
ma con ca con cai ft-ra-en nhan ra Thién Chiia dang ngu giita dat Ai Cap. Thém vao dé, phai
chang Thién Chta mudn thyc hién diéu ngon st E-dé-ki-en nhic dén: “Ta s& ban cho chung
mdt trai tim va dat than khi méi vao long chung. Ta s& lay khoi minh chung trai tim chai da va
ban cho ching mot trai tim bang thit, &é chung di theo cac thanh chi cua Ta va tuan giit cing
thi hanh cac quyét dinh cua Ta” (Ed 11,19-20).%

Nhu thé, doan trinh thuat nay cho thdy viéc Mdsé trung tin trong 15 hira, trong khi Pha-ra-6 bat
tin. Mot 14n nira, Pha-ra-6 khong tra ty do cho dan ft-ra-en. Tuy nhién, viéc Pha-ra-6 bét tin
trong 101 hira ctia minh véi M6sé lai nam trong ké hoach ctia Thién Chua vi 1ong Pha-ra-6 ra
cing céi bdi y dinh cua Thién Chua.

Diic Két

Trinh thuat vé cac tai wong dién ra trén dat Ai Cap dugc ghi chép lai trong sach Xuit Hanh nhu
1a ddu chimg vi dai cho thdy Dirc Chua khong bo roi nha t-ra-en. Mic du 6 tai wong thir tu (Xh
8,16-28) dan It-ra-en chua duoc giai thoat nhung qua trinh thuét ndy, nguoi ta nhan thdy cach
thirc Thién Chua dé ra tay uy quyén dé giai thoat con cai [t-ra-en khoi canh luu day trén dat Ai
Cap. Bang nhiéu cach va qua nhleu bién ¢ da thuc hién, Thién Chua khong chi mudn ctru dan
riéng cuiia Ngai nhung con mudn biéu 16 cho dan Ai Cap cing nhu dan ft-ra-en thiy duoc quyen
t6i thugng ctia Nguoi. Khong pha1 Pha-ra-0 va ciing chiang phai cac than minh Ai Cap c6 quyén
giam giit hay tra tu do cho dan ft-ra-en, nhung chinh Thién Chiia méi 1a Dang quyét dinh moi
su. Sau khi giai thoat dan ft-ra-en ra khoi su théng tri cia Ai Cap, Thién Chua van tiép tuc hién
dién dé hudng dan con cai ft-ra-en trong moi sinh hoat thuong ngay, trong doi séng ludn 1y va
phung tu qua vi¢c ban Ludt cung dat dé cac tu té dé huéng dan dan séng theo Luat éy.

27 Théy tam yén, long Pha-ra-0 lai ra ndng né ciing coi, vua khéng nghe 10i cac déng, nhu PUC CHUA da néi trude. (Xh
8,11)

28 pUC CHUA phén véi 6ng M6-sé: “Khi nguoi ra di d€ tro vé Ai Cap, nguoi hdy nhin xem: moi diéu la lung Ta da ban
cho nguoi c6 quyén lam, thi nguoi sé lam trudc mat Pha-ra-6. Nhung Ta, Ta s€ lam cho né cting long va né sé khong tha
cho dan di. (Xh 4,21)

2 Lienhard, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, 30.
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Xh 8,16-28 khong chi 1a viéc Thién Chiia thuc hién cac dau la dé giai thoat con cai Ngai khoi
canh nd 1¢, nhung con cho thay sitc manh ctia 10i cau nguyén phat xuat tir nhimng ai tin theo va
trong cay vao Thién Chua. Déng thoi, doan trinh thuat con dién ta su trung tin va kién nhan ctia
Thién Chua trude nhitng bat tin ciia con ngudi. Qua d6, con ngudi cling duoc moi goi hay kién
tri va trung thanh trong duc tin.

Kinh nghiém dan it-ra-en séng canh luu day khong chi xay ra trong Cyu Udc nhung kéo dai
miéi dén tan Tan Udc. X4 hoi {t-ra-en duong nhu thang thi it ma trim thi nhiéu. Tinh canh cta
dan It-ra-en xua kia cling khong xa la gi voi dong lich sir chung cila con ngudi. Cach chung,
trong nhiing canh l1am than, luu day va no 1¢ thi noi iy con ngudi nhan duoc nhiéu on ban tir
Thién Chtia. D& d6n nhan on ban cua Thién Chua, hay dé duoc Ngai doai thuong nhin dén

“tiéng rén siét™3° clia con ngu(n dang song trong canh nd 1¢ thi con nguol can dén duc tin. Thién
Chua thuong nhin dén ndi thong kho cua con ngudi do la mot mot hong an, va con ngudi can
dén dtrc tin khong chi dé nhan biét, dé dap tra lai an hug a ay ma con dé cay dua vao Thién Chua.

Nhin lai cac bién ¢ tai wvong Thién Chua di giang xudng dat Ai Cap dé giai thoat con céi ft-ra-
en thi khong thé bo qua hinh anh Mosé di cau nguyén, hay khan cau DPirc Chua xua tan dich
bénh. D6 1a hinh anh ctia nhitng ai c6 long tin va trong cay vao Thién Chua, chi riéng minh
Ngai. Thién Chua da nhan 161 cAu cua Mosé va Ngai xua tan céac tai wvong (Xh 8,9; 8,27; 9,33;
10,19).3! Loi cau khan ciia Mosé duoc Thién Chaa nham 161 vi ong c¢é dirc tin, va 6ng y thirc
dugc minh dang tin vao Dang nao. Pong thoi, Mosé biét ling nghe va thuc thi 1énh truyén cta
Thién Chiia du khéi dau 6ng di thoai thac khi dugce Thién Chuia chon goi. Con ngudi hom nay
cling dugc Thién Chua chon goi dé tin tuong va tin thac vao Ngai. Thé nén, diéu can thiét 1a
con ngudi can co ty do dé dap tra 10i moi goi ctia Thién Chiia. Chi c6 trong tu do, con ngudi
méi hiéu va cam nhan strc manh cta die tin nhu Mosé. Tur do, trong moi nghich canh cua cude
song, nguoi co dirc tin ludn biét chay dén khan cau Thién Chaa. Chic hin Thién Chua s& xot
thwong nham 15i cho nhiing ai tin tuéng va biét cay dua vao Ngai.

Tuy vay, dtrc tin ciing can doi hoi sy trung tin va kién nhin. Trinh thuat cc tai vong trong Xuat
Hanh cho thdy Thién Chua hang trung tin v6i nhimng gi da hira ban cho M6sé va Aharon. Ngai
ciing ludn kién nhan véi nhiing 1an thoai thac ctia M6sé.32 Thé nén, Mosé di trd nén trung tin
va kién nhan trong s mang dan dét dan {t-ra-en. Loi ciu ctia Mosé v6i Thién Chia gitip cham
dirt cac tai wong. Nhu vay, phai chiang moi 10 cau nguyén s& dugc nhu y? Khong co cau tra 1o
chic chan cho cau héi nay. Con ngudi luén mubn Thién Chaa theo ¥ minh. Thién Chua thi
khong bi diéu kién hoa boi bat ki yéu t6 nao. Ngudi tin hitu s& dé dang roi vao khung hoang
khi diéu minh cau xin khéng dugc dap tmg nhu ¥ s& nguyén. Diéu nay c6 thé dwa dén viéc bat
tin vi thiéu long kién nhan. Duc tin s& duoc t6i luyén trong thir thach. Ai kién nhan chd doi va
don nhén thtr thach s€ duge Thién Chiia x6t thuong.

That vy, 101 ciu nguyén dep 1ong nhat khong phai 1a viéc muén Thién Chia theo y minh nhung
chinh la xin duoc theo y Chua. Nhu M6sé va Aharon dé lam theo nhimng gi Dirc Chua truyén3
va Thién Chua di thyc hién nhimng gi cac ong cau xin, thi ngudi tin hitu ciing cdn noi theo nhu

30 Xh 6,5.

31 Trong sach Dan S8 17:12-13, trinh thuét cho biét Thién Chuia da cho chdm dit tai hoa Ngai gidng xudng trén dan [t-ra-
en khi M6sé va A-ha-ron lam nghi thitc xin xa t6i cho dan.

32 Xh 3,11; 4,1.10.13.

3 Xh 7,6.
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vay. Thé nhung, dé c6 duoc kinh nghi¢m nhu Mo6sé€, ngudi tin hitu can co tuong quan ca vi voi
Thién Chiia trong dirc tin. Dirc tin ay can duoc xay dung trén nén tang tu do dé trong thir thach
nguoi tin hiru van ludn trung thanh va kién nhin dé tin thac vao quyén ning va sy quan phong
cta Thién Chua.
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