CSL - ISSN: 2771-1412 Khoa Hoc Cong Giao va Doi Song Tap 3; S6 2; 2023

Dialogue between Ancient Indigenous Religions in East Asia and Christianity: A Step Inward
towards the Core Beliefs of Christianity

Phéro Nguyén Phiic Hoang Diing, S.J."

"Hoc Vién Thanh Giuse Dong Tén, Viét Nam
* Email cia tac gia lién hé: nphucdung@gmail.com
d) https://doi.org/10.54855/¢cs1.23326

® Copyright (c) 2023 Phérdé Nguyén Phuc Hoang Diing

Trong cudc dam thoai vin gon vé ton gido dan gian Pong A, trude hét ching toi sé tiép can
ton gido dan gian c6 xua & Pong A hay Trung Hoa qua trinh bay cia Julia Ching, sau do
ding trong goc nhin d6i thoai cia Hans Kiing giita ton gido nay véi Ki-to giao, tiép dén 1a
phan néu 1én nhitng nhan dinh khac c6 lién quan dé dao sau va mé rong van dé. Ton gido dan
gian cd xua 6 Pong A, tiéu biéu 12 ¢ Trung Hoa, mang nét dic trung vé thd cung t6 tién, cung
t€ va boi toan. Co s¢ nén ctia nhiing thyc hanh nay 1a ngudi ta tin rang linh hon cac tién nhan
c6 hién dién, trc la c6 mot ‘doi song’ hay thé gidi nao d6 sau cai chét. Hon nira, nguoi ta co
thé “n6i chuyén” véi thé gidi iy dé xin duge che cho, bao vé hoac biét truge tuong lai dé
tranh van rai tim van may. Ki-t6 gido c6 diém chung 1 niém tin vao su sdng doi sau. Tuy
nhién, khac biét 16n nhat 13 khong mot didu gi phat xuét tir con ngudi c6 thé thay thé Pang
Tuyét Ddi trong vai tro che chd, bao vé hay chic lanh cho con ngudi. Linh hdn tién nhén cé
hién dién va dugc tho kinh theo nghia dugc kinh nh¢, yéu mén va duogc con chau ciu nguyén
xin Thién Chua ban on cho cac vi 4y, chir khong phai dugc thd theo nghia thd Thién Chua.
Theo nghia nay, Ki-t6 gido khong danh mat can tinh va ciing khong qua cimg nhic khi ddi
thoai dé gieo hat mam dtrc tin vao vin hoa Pong A. Pdi thoai khong chi dé truyén gido,
nhung dé hiéu sau hon va séng cin tinh dirc tin cia minh mot cach thuc t& hon trong moi
truong van hoa khac v6i van hoa da bit ngudn nén Ki-to gido. Ddi thoai 4y 1a mot cudce ra di
dé tro vé sau hon voi ngudn coi.

: Ton gido Bong A, Kitd Gido, d6i thoai, tho cung to tién, boi toan

In a concise dialogue about indigenous religions in East Asia, we will first approach the ancient
indigenous religions in East Asia or China through the presentation of Julia Ching. Then, we
will take a perspective from Hans Kiing's dialogue between these religions and Christianity,
followed by presenting other related perspectives to delve deeper into the topic. Ancient
indigenous religions in East Asia, particularly in China, are characterized by ancestor worship,
ritual ceremonies, and divination practices. The foundation of these practices is the belief that
the souls of ancestors are present, meaning there is an afterlife or another world after death.
Furthermore, people can "communicate" with this world to seek protection, blessings, or
foreknowledge to avoid misfortune and find fortune. Christianity shares a common belief in an
afterlife. However, the significant difference lies in the fact that nothing originating from
humans can replace the role of the Absolute in providing protection, blessings, or benevolence.
The souls of ancestors are present and venerated in the sense of being remembered, loved, and
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prayed for, asking God for grace for them, rather than being worshipped as gods. In this sense,
Christianity does not lose its essence and is not excessively rigid in dialogue, aiming to sow the
seeds of faith in East Asian cultures. The dialogue is not only for evangelization but also to
understand more deeply and live the essence of faith in a more practical way within a cultural
environment different from the culture in which Christianity originated. This dialogue is a
journey to return to the roots in a deeper sense.

: Eastern Asian religions, Christianity, dialogue, ancestor worship, divination

Khi nhic dén ton gido & Pong A, chﬁng ta khong thé khong noi dén ton gido & Trung Hoa. Vi
I, theo nhu Hans Kiing ghi nhan, ton gido ¢ Trung Hoa la mgt dong chay ton giao doc lap va
c6 gia tri twong duong voi cac dong chay khac cua dat An troi Au. Trude khi dat duoc tAm quan
trong phd quéat vuot ra ‘ngoai nhiing lanh tho dia ly thudc khu vuc Pong A, ton gido & Trung
Hoa da c6 anh huong rat sau rong 1én khu vuce nay'. Vi vy, n6i dén ton gido dan gian Dong A,
chi yéu chung ta dang ban vé ton gido dan gian Trung Hoa.

Trong cudc dam thoai vin gon dé 1én ¢ day, trudc hét ching t6i s& tiép can (1) ton gido dan
gian c¢6 xwa 6 Dong A hay Trung Hoa qua trinh bay ctia Julia Ching, sau do6 (2) dimg trong goc
nhin ddi thoai ctia Hans Kiing giita ton gido nay véi Ki-to gido, tiép dén (3) thay cho 161 két 1a
phan néu 1én nhiing nhan dinh khac co lién quan de dao sdu va mo rong van dé hét muc co thé
trong pham vi ctia bai viét qua goc nhin ctia mét sé hoc gia khac. Qua cudc van dam nay, ching
t6i huéng dén nhin nhan mot gia tri cia viéc dbi thoai véi ton giao khac: gitp dao sau dirc tin
Ki-t6 gido.

Bon ngan nam trudc, ton gido ¢ Trung Hoa chua phai la Nho gido, Pao giao hay Phat gido ma
1a ton giao déan gian c¢d xua mang dac nét xuét than (ecstatic character) hay té tu (shamanic
character) von thé hién trong nén van minh va vin hoa thoi iy duéi hinh thirc ctia nhitng huyén
thoai, viéc boi toan va té ty.2

No6i dén huyén thoai, bure tranh vé mot qua khir ciia chién tranh va bao luc thoi by glo qua
nhirmg kham pha vé khao ¢ hoc, ¢o &1y g1a1 duoc tai sao nhiing than thoai thoi nay hau nhu
1a vé nhimg vi anh hiing ciing nhu vé cac vi than, nhat 1 nhitng hién nhan (sages) ma truyen
thong goi tén 1a Tam Hoang va Ngii D&% Ky thuc, nhimg tén goi nay da cho thay tinh huyen
thoai ma ddng thoi ciing 14 nhitng khia canh thiét yéu trong sy phat trién cua nén van hoa co
xua trude do nita — 1a thudn hoa tha vat, tao nén lua va néng nghi¢p, ma vé sau vao thoi chién
tranh, cac hinh tugng éy da dugc anh hung hoa ¢ khia canh van hoa.* Quan trong hon, nhitng
hinh twong than thoai dy cho thiy ring, vao thoi ny viéc lién hé qua lai giita con ngudi va trat

Hans Kiing - Julia Ching, Christianity and Chinese Religions (New York: Doubleday, 1989), xii.

2 1bid., 3-7.

3 Ibid., 6-10.

41bid., 9. Cu thé, Tam Hoang c6 Thai Hoang, Thién Hoang va Dia Hoang - tén goi khac 1la Phuc Hy, Sui-jen va
Théan Néng. Theo nghién cttu sau nay, Tam Hoang va Ngii D€, tit dia hat ctia than thoai da dugc xem nhu la nhiing con
nguoi trong thoi nha Chu (x. Hans Kiing, ibid., 9-10).
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tu siéu nhién la diéu dugc coi trong. Trong sy lién hé & ay, nhiing hién nhén sé& dai dién cho thé
gi6i siéu nhién hodc dong vai trd trung gian can thiét giita con ngudi véi thé gidi siéu nhién.’

Trong quan niém luc bay gio, linh hon tién nhan ciing thudc vé trat ty siéu nhién, va viéc lién
hé véi cac linh hon Ay 1a mot thue hanh phd bién vai hinh thirc tiéu biéu 1a hoat dong boi toan
dya vao xuong thu vat. Qua mot s6 ban van vé 18 nghi va lich st dugc viét vao thoi Han, chung
ta biét duoc réng vo sO va xuong thi (cia nhitng con vat dugc sat té) da dugc dung cho viéc
boi toan vi ngudi ta tin rang chiing c6 nang lyc dic biét trong viée ndi két con ngudi voi cac
linh hén tién nhan.® Hinh thirc béi toan ndy vén di co tir thoi Thuong, nhung trong nghi thic
boi todn khong co vige xuét than hay lén déng.7 Sau do vao thoi Chu, viéc bdi toan duoc thuc
hién trong triéu dinh lién quan dén nhitng quyét dinh hé trong ctia qudc gia hodc cho doi séng
ca nhén cua vua. Muc dich cua viéc boi toan nay 1a dé nho trat ty siéu nhién can thlep vao doi
sdng con nguoi qua sy chuc lanh hogc giip ngan ngura va tranh dugc cac tai wong. 8 Theo nghia
nay, viéc boi toan ¢ Trung Hoa cb xua (ciing nhu trong thoi dai ngay nay) c6 khac doi chuat voi
nhiing noi khéc, chang han nhu ¢ Babilon trudge diy.” Noi chung, viéc boi toan dat nén trén
niém tin vao sy hién dién cta cac linh hdn tién nhan cling nhu vao kha nang cua ho trong viéc
bao vé nhimng nguoi con dang sdng. '

Cuing chinh tur niém tin nay ma viéc té tu duoc thuc hién. Glong nhu ngudi Do-thai ¢, nguoi
Trung Hoa ¢6 c6 quan niém rang thé gidi co ba thyc tai: thé gidi ciia cac 11nh hon trén cao, thé
gidi ctia con ngudi va thé gidi clia cac linh hon bén dudi. Tuy quan niém vé ba thyc tai thé gisi
nay dén thoi Chu méi duoc dinh hinh tron tria, nhung trudc d6 vao thoi Thuong da dugce noi
r trong niém tin t6n gido va nhimg thyuc hanh boi toan va té tu. Theo d6 ngudi ta quan niém
r:;ing, cac linh hon tién nhan trong hoang toc, nhd co mbi twong quan dac biét vai cac vi than,
dugc dua 1én troi va van co quyén ning tic dong 1én doi séng tran gian dé thuong phat con
ngudi; cac linh hon ay cling wa chudng nhiing 18 vat voi mau.!! Thyc ra tir dau, thuc hanh té ty
chi don gian 1a viéc dang cung db an cho nguoi di khuit; nhung sau d6 trd thanh mot nghi thirc
c¢6 tim qudc gia dé dang té cho nhitng vi than trén troi dudi dit ciing nhu cho linh hon cua
nhitng bac tién nhan.'2

Dén day, khong thé khong dé cap vai tro quan trong ciia thay té trong 18 nghi té ty. Trong thuat
ngit thoi Chu, thiy té 1a nguoi phuc vu nhitng linh hon v6 hinh va c6 thé kéu goi sy hién dién
ctia nhirng linh hon 4y bang mot nghi thirc nhay mia. R hon, trong khi nhay mia nhu vy,
thay té dat dén trang thai xuat than (trance) va sau do6 co6 thé chuyén y cua céc linh hdn d&én cho
con ngudi. Ngoai ra, ho ciing c¢6 thé goi vé linh hon, ¢6 1& 1a via, ciia nhitng nguoi bénh va qua

5 Tbid., 10.

6 Ibid., 11-12.

7 Ibid., 13, 15. Bén canh d6, con cé viée giai mong. Tuy nhién, sau nay vao th&€ ky III trudc cdng nguyén, van dé béi
toan da khong con dugce xem trong vi ngudi ta nhan ra viéc boi toan &y khong thuc sy gitip ich cho nhitng diéu ho quan
tam. Bay gio, thay vi dwa vao béi toan, nguoi ta dwa vao chinh minh cling nhu vao nguyén tic dao dttc cia minh nhiéu
hon (x. Ibid., 14-15).

8 Cu th€ hon vé mot s6 nghi thitc trong viéc bdi toan, xin xem Ibid, 12-13.

9 1bid, 13. H&n nhién, trong viéc boi toan nay, ngoai nguoi ddt cau hoi va nguoi giai ma cau tra 10i hién ra trén
xuwong thi, mot vai trd quan trong khéc d6 1a thay ciing, nguoi thuc hién cac nghi thite can thiét (x. Ibid, 12).

10 1bid, 15.

1 Ibid.

12 Ibid.
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d6 chira lanh ho; va trong mét s6 truong hop, nhimg thay té con c6 thé giai mong.'> Nhu vy,
cac thay te c6 thuc hanh nghi thirc xuat than.

Tuy nhién, thay té khong phai 1a ngudi duy nhét thue hanh nghi thirc té tu. Trong mot vai ban
van co cua Trung Hoa, vua Thang, nguoi sang lap nha Thuong, dugc cho la da cir hanh nghi
thirc té hlen chinh minh dé cau nguyén cho dat nudc thoat con han han nghiém trong. 4 Qua
hanh dong 4y, vua Thang cho thiy ong vira ddm nhén vai tro té tw, vira ganh lay toi ctia 6ng va
cua dan chiing ma dang 1 vat 1a chinh 6 ong dé xin duoc su ctru gitp tir troi cao.'® Ky thue,
trong thoi Trung Hoa cd (va cé trong thoi Nhat Ban ccx)),16 vua la ngudi dugc cho 1a vi lam trung
gian cao nhit giira cac thé lyc than thiéng v6i con ngudi. Nhu vay, vua vira 1a nguoi thyuc hién
viéc té tur vira 1a nguoi cai tri vé chinh tri va quan sy. Trong mot cach gii thich khéc, quyén
luc quan su ciia vua dén tir viéc 6ng co thé giao tiép v6i than thanh va linh hon tién nhan dé
biét dwoc “ménh troi thién co” va truyén dat didu d6 cho dan chung.!”

Nhu véy, c6 thé vén tat ghi nhan rang, Trung Hoa c6 xua 1a mot xa hoi mang dam tinh ton gido.
Xa hoi @y mang ddc nét cua tam thie va thyc hanh té ty von duya trén quan niém Ve mdi tuong
quan thong nhit dic biét gura con nguoi voi than thanh.'® Ngoai ra, cling can hiéu rang, du van
c6 nhitng khéc biét trong vai tro ciia vua, thay té va cac 1& nghi lién quan gitra t6n gido cd xua
6 Trung Hoa v6i cac khu vyc khac, nhung hién tuong ton giao v6n noi 1én mdi lién hé mat thiét
gita con ngudi v6i than thanh 1a mot hién tugng hau nhu phd quat tir Dong sang Tay. "

Tir day, chung ta co thé dbi chleu va so sanh mot s6 diém dic thu trong ton gido cd xua (thdy
cung t6 tién, thyc hanh cing té va boi toan) véi Ki-to gido.

Tho Ciing T6 Tién

Ky thye, hinh thire thd clng t0 tién v6i nhiéu bién thé khong phai 1a hién tugng duy nhét &
Trung Hoa. Theo nhiéu hoc gia ghi nhén, tho cing to tién co thé duogc xem 1a diém cin ban cia
moi ton gido ¢ khia canh nhan manh dén viéc bao ton niém tin ton gid0.2° Dudi goc do dia ly
lich sir, nghi thirc tho cling t6 tién tir sém da phd bién ¢ ving Indo-European ma boi canh ding
sau cua nghi thire nay 1a niém tin rang c6 sy séng sau cai chét. Ngoai ra, nghi thirc nay ciing
bén ré sau trong thé gisi Hy-lap va La-ma, mot thé gidi ma tir do Ki-t6 gido duoc dinh hinh va
phat trlen Han nhién, niém tin vao sy sdng sau cai chét khong hé 1a mot diéu xa la d6i véi Ki-
t0 gido.?!

Khi néi Ki-t6 gido 1a ton glao cua cha 6ng (religion of the Fathers), chung ta nhan thiy c6 su
khéc biét nao do6 voi ton gido co xua Trung Hoa 6 ngay trong tdm cua thyc hanh tho cing t6
tién. Néu ton gido Trung Hoa c6 xua xem linh hon cac bac tién nhan trong hoang tc 1a than

13 1bid., 19-23. Thuc ra, c6 mét su phén biét vé thuat ngit chi thay t&, theo d6 chi dén hai chitc nang khac nhau cuia
nguoi chi nghi thite t& tw. Tuy nhién ¢ day, chung t6i chi dé cap dén mot chike nang lién quan dén nghi thitc hay trang
thai xuat than. Cu thé hon vé diéu nay, xin xem Ibid., 19-23.

14 Cy thé hon vé ditu nay xin xem Ibid., 25.

15 Ibid.

16 Ve didu nay xin xem muc “Shamanic Kingship in Ancient Japan” trong Ibid., 27.

17 Ibid., 25-29.

18 Ibid., 35-36.

19 Ibid., 36.

20 1bid., 36-37.

2L 1bid., 37.
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hay 1a nhirng dng thiéng liéng, thi rd rang, Ki-t6 giao khong hé xem nhiing béc tién nhan 13
than hay nhirng hitu thé thanh thiéng, ma Vi Than thyc sy & ddy 1a Thién Chaa, mét Thién Chia
khong bao gid cho phép ton tai nhimng vi than gia tao nao khac dugc tho phuong ngoai Nguoi.
Trong y nghia nay, cac giao phu Ki-td gido da chi ra rang viéc cau cung nguoi chét 1a di nguoc
v6i gidi ran thir nhat. Tuy nhién, c6 mot su phén biét quan trong can lam rd: (1) cau nguyen
cho nguoi chét khac voi viée (2) cau nguyén vdi nguoi chét. Diéu thir nhat nham y no6i nguoi
da khuit duoc nguol song cau nguyén cho trong sy tuong nho, diéu thtr hai c6 nghia ring nguoi
chét la doi tiong dé nguoi song dang 1€n 101 cau nguyén cua minh. Theo sy phén biét nay, K1—
t6 gido chap nhan nghi le tho cung t6 tién ¢ nghia thtr nhat chtr khong phai ¢ nghia thir hai.??
Tuc 13, Ki-td hiru yéu mén va kinh nhor t6 tién v6i viée cau nguyén cho ho dugc on lanh cua
Thién Chiia chir khong tho phuong t tién nhu tho phuong Thién Chua.

Thire Hanh Ciing Té

Cung té hay hién té 1a mot hinh thirc dwgc cho 14 thanh thiéng nhit vi né gitp con ngudi nhan
thirc dugc 1o rang nhét niém tin ton gido cta minh.?*> Lich sir nhan loai chira dung rat nhiéu
nhitng bién thé cua thuc hanh cung té dua theo viéc ai 1a nguoi hién té, 18 vat hién té 1a gi, hién
té & dau, khi nao, nhu thé nao, nham muc dich gi va hién té cho ai.2* Trong thyc hanh nay, vat
hién t& mang trén minh toan bo 18i pham cua cong dong va cua timg ca nhan; viéc sat té hay
hién té 18 vat duoc hiéu 1a viéc hiy bo hay loai trir nhitng 16i pham ay.25 Thuc ra, mot “tam 1y
hay quan ni¢m c6 ton tai bén trong thyc hanh nay dé 1a “hon da ném di hon chi ném lai.” Néi
cach khac, d6 1 quan niém cua su song phang hai chiéu trong twong quan giira con ngudi véi
than thanh,2® va 1 vat hién t& 12 mot khi cu trung gian hitu hiéu dé tai 1ap hay thit chit twong
quan Ay. Tir nhitng diéu trén, c6 thé thiy, quan niém rang 16i pham ciia con nguoi 1am phién
10ng than thanh va hién té 1a mot viéc 1am can thiét ¢é hoa két trong quan hai bén rat pho bién
trong niff:m tin ton gido c6 xua & Trung Hoa ndi riéng, Dong A noi chung, va thé gisi theo nghia
rong nhat.

Han nhién, trong thuc hanh cling té hay hién té, Ki-to gido c6 mot sy khac biét nhét dinh ma
Dirc Ki-t6 hién té 1a mot minh ching rd rang nhat. Trude hét, khong mot 18 vat bén ngoai nao
c6 thé dugc chép nhan 1a fuwong xitng néu d6 khong phai 1a chinh ban than con nguoi. Tai déy,
chung ta c6 thé goi lai hinh anh cua vua Thang doi Thuong da nhic dén ¢ trén. Tuy nhién, hon
han hinh anh vua Thang va bat ky mot thuong té tran gian nio trong Do-thai gido v6n 13 nhiing
con ngudi ti 16i chi hién té nhimg con vat dai dién cho minh va cho cong doan, Buc Ki-to,
Ding  khong hé pham t6i, da dang chinh minh lam 1& vat khong ty 6 chir 'khong phai dang 1én
mdt 1& vat bén ngoai nao khac.2” Hon nita, diy khong phai 1a mot viéc hién té tir sang kién cta
con nguoi, chu tri va cur hanh boi con ngudi, nhung hoan toan la tr Thién Chua. 28 Chinh tur
chuén myc hién té nay, con ngudi tim thay 18 vat c6 thé dugce xem 13 twong xmg nhat trong cac
18 vat khac do6 1a su hién dang tron ven con tim cho Thién Chuaa.?®

22 Ibid., 38-39.

23 1bid., 39-40.

24 1bid., 40.

25 Tbid.

26 Thid.

27 1bid., 41.

28 Xin xem Thi Géi Tin Hitu Do-thdi.
2 Hans Kiing, Ibid., 41-43.
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Viéc Boi Toan

Trude hét, dua trén nhan thirc ngoai quan, bodi toan duoc hiéu 1a mot “kha nang” co thé tién
béo vé tuong lai hodc su kién chua xay ra trong su lién h¢ voi nhimng gi thuge hién tai. Khong
chi riéng ¢ Trung Hoa, ddy la mot hién tuong phd quat v6n da ton tai noi nhiing dan toc so khai
va dugc phat trién cao do trong nhitng nén véan hoa c6 dai. Du sao, con ngudi van ludn c6 tim
Iy hay cam giac muén dugc biét vé twong lai hodc y nghia doi séng clia minh va ngan van
nhitng 1y do nhén sinh dwa dén nhimng bénh tat, tht bai hay 18i 1am; khi xua hay thoi nay ciing
Vé:ly.30

Trong Tan Udc, hai trinh thuét vé cac nha chiém tinh nho viée doc dau chi cia cac vi sao trén
bau troi ma 1én duong tim dén Chua Hai Pong, va Giu-se dugc bao mong khong dudi hai lan
dé nhan biét va thuc thi ¥ Chaa 1a hai cau chuyén co 18 rat gan v6i didu chung ta dang d& cap
va ban luan. Tuy nhién, vi¢c boc tham hay bdi todn may rui lai khong phai 1a mot diéu duge
khuyén khich, ma tham chi con bi két an trong sach Cong vu Tong d6.3! Véan dé c6t 18i cua viée
boi toan ma Ki-t6 gido khong dong thuan 4o 1a, trong nhirng khi nguy khdn hay lo lang, nguoi
ta ném quyét dinh cua minh vao thoi van may rui thay vi dat tron niém tin va sy tin thac khong
médy may suy suyén vao noi Thién Chua va cht tim tim thanh y Nguoi dé duogc soi sang va din
16i.32 Thién Chua 1a “chu twong lai” chir khong phai mot van may triru tugng nao do.

Mot cau hoi mang tinh quyet dinh c6 thé duoc dit ra & day: lam sao mét t6n gido “nudc ngoai”
nhu Ki-to gido lai c6 thé bén ré vao mot dan toc ban dia néu Ki-t6 gido khong mudn c6 bat ky
mdt trong tac nao voi ton gido ban dia cua dan toc Ay, ma ¢ day la ton gido dan gian? Hodc Ki-
t6 gido nén giir nguyén hinh hai ctia minh 13 mot t6n gido “ngoai lai” hay Ki-to giao tim thay
chd ding trong ton gido ban dia dé roi dbi dién voi nguy co sai lac can tinh ctia minh? 33 Thé
ludng nan nay v6n da xuat hién khi Ki-t6 gido ddi dién v6i van hoa cta thé gi¢i Hy-lap va La-
ma ciing nhu vi vin hoa Germanic va Slavic, con vao thoi hién dai 1a dbi dién voi vin hoa An
Do va Trung Hoa-Nhat Ban.**

Chic chén rang, trong mot ngan nam dau tién ciia minh, Ki-t6 gido da khong hé kém canh véi
cac ton gido khac trong viéc hoi nhap mét cach sang tao cac quan diém, niém tin va nhing thyc
hanh cua cac ton gido vbn di co trude d6. Ki-to giao da khong chi thich nghi va bién dbi nhing
lang tam, dén tho va cac le hoi ngoai gido, ma con xuét hién ap dao trong toan bo hé thong tir
vung cua lich La-tinh. 35 Van dé co ban dugc dit ra la: sy phan biét gitra niém tin va sy mé tin.
Thuc té cho thay, néu ¢ Pai Loan nguoi ta ¢ thé chon lya trong hon kém 240 vi than dé cau
khan va xin sy trg gitp tir cac vi than Ay, thi Ki-to gido ciing c6 khong kém hon céc vi thanh dé
Ki-t6 hitu c6 thé tim dén xin cic vi 4y chuyén cau cho minh 1én Thién Chuia.*® Tuy nhién, diéu
cbt yéu & day 1a mot niém tin day trach nhiém vao Thién Chua thi lubn khac v6i mot niém tin

30 1hid., 43-45.
311bid., 45.
32 1bid., 46.

33 Ibid, 50; c6 thé tim thay phan ban luén twong tu & Peter C. Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously (New York: Orbis
Books, 2004), 245-251.

34 1bid., 50-51.
35 1bid., 51.
36 1bid., 52.
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thiéu tinh trach nhiém vao cac thanh than bon phuong, hay t¢ hon la vao cac thay phu thiy;’
ma néi khac di, mot niém tin 14 dirc tin, mot niém tin 14 sy mé tin.

Hans Kiing c6 mot sy phan biét rit sang nét gitta niém tin ton gido va sy mé tin ma ching ta c6
thé trung din & day dé ndm bat vin dé rd rang hon.?® Theo 6ng, ton gido trudc hét nhin nhan
noi hitu thé siéu viét (the absolute hodc the Absolute) khong hé co tinh twong dbi, bi diéu kién
hoa hay mang bét ky mot pham tinh pham nhén nao. Sy mé tin, ¢ khia canh khac, lai nhin nhén
nhiing gi thudc vé tuong d6i tro thanh tuyét d6i, ma tuyét d6i 4y lai doi hoi mot sy tuan phuc
mu quang hay mo ho. Theo do, sy mé tin dd phong than va sung bai nhiing thuc tai su vat c6
tinh vat chat (material things) hodc nhiing ca nhan hay mot to chirc nhan loai nao d6, va xem
nhﬁ:ng diéu nhu vy 14 thyc tai clia tuyét d6i hay 1a chinh Dang Tuyét Doi. O day, thuat ngit
“su mé tin” khong dugc hiéu va dung theo nghia chat lién quan dén phép thuat nhung theo
nghia rong 1a vé mot ton gido sai lac hay chi co tinh chat thay thé (pseudoreligion or surrogate
religion). Nhu vy, ton gido c6 thé trd thanh mot sy mé tin néu né bién nhirng gi khong c6 tinh
thiét yéu va thuc chat (nonessential) tro thanh tuyét dbi hay c6 ban cht thuc su (essential).

Mat khac, khong chi nguoi Trung Hoa, ma hau nhu chang ta d6i khi cling c6 suy nghi rang,
moi ton gido déu t6t vi day diéu tot cho con nguoi sdng; nhur vay, ton gido dan gian khong phai
1a mot ngoai I¢. 39 Cau tra 161 cia Hans Kiing cung gitip ching ta suy nghi ve dleu nay thau dao
hon. Dbi véi dng, moi ton gido déu can phai gitip con ngudi thuc hién didu tot dé ho tré nén 1a
con ngudi theo nghia thuc su (truly human), va tiéu chi phd quét c6 tinh luén 1y nay c6 thé ap
dung cho tén gido dan gian. Nhu vy, ton gido dan gian la ton giao that bao lau né huéng ngudi
ta dén sy thanh thiéng thuc sy va bao vé hién hitu chén nguyén cta con nguoi, bao vé su song,
su hoa hop, tu do, cong bang va hoa binh. Nhung néu né thuc hanh nhimng gi d¢ nén va thuong
ton dén hién hitu con ngudi ngay ca trong phuwong dién thé 1y 14n tinh than dudi goc do ca nhan
hay x3 hoi, biy gio ton gido dan gian khong con c6 thé duge xem 1a ton gido tot lanh va chan
thyc. 4

Su ddi thoai giira ton gido dan gian va Ki-t6 gido thuc sy khong chi ding lai & nhitng diéu trén,
nhung con c6 thé mo dén nhiéu van dé khac nira ciing quan trong. Tuy pham vi cta bai viét
khong cho phep ban luan dén tat ca nhiing van d¢ dy, nhung ¢ déy, chung t61 mubn nhéc den
thém mot vai didu thiét nghi 1a khong thé bo qua ma nhiéu hoc gia ciing di néu 1én: liéu rang
1a hop 1y khi mot ngudi c6 thé co thyc hanh hai nén van héa va luan 1y tir hai ton gido khac
nhau? Liéu mot ngudi co thé nén co hai niém tin ton giao? Tic 13, liéu chung ta c6 thé tim ra
nhitng yéu té gitip van héa va luan Iy ciia cic ton gido hoi nhap voi nhau, ma ¢ day 1a viée ton
gido dan gian va Ki-td gido c6 thé chia sé chung véi nhau nhimng nét vin hoa va thuc hanh luan
ly khong di ngugc voi nhau va voi quan niém chung cua nhan loai vé& ban chat thiét yéu cua
con nguoi? O day, yeu t6 nhan ban phd quat la didu can ban luan.*! Tuy nhién, khi n6i dén
nhitng niém tin t6n gido, vn dé lai hé tai & viéc gila hai niém tin ton gido thyc sy khong hé co
mot didu g01 la théa hlep hay hoa tron, ma nhét thlet phai 1a mdt Iya chon gitra mot trong hai
diu. Vi niém tin t6n gido, ty ban chat dung dén cbt tily ctia mot ton gido 1a chén ly sau thim
nhit ma ton gido 4y theo dudi, ma néu thay doi diéu d6, ngudi ta da thay doi niém tin tén gido.

37 Ibid.

38 Ibid., 56-57.

%9 Ibid., 56-57.

401bid., 57-58.

41 Chuing ta c6 thé tim thdy chiéu sdu ctia van hoéa noi tén gido, ndi cach khéc, tén gido la chinh chiéu sau cua van
hoa (x. Walter Capps, Way of Understanding Religion (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1972), 49-52).
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42 Hon nita, sy da nguyén trong niém tin t6n gido tuy c6 nhitng mit tich cyc nhat dinh nao d6
lién quan dén van hoa va nhan ban, nhung lai 1a mét thach d6 rét 16n cho viéc mot Ki-to hﬁ’u
c6 thé “thich nghi” moét cach 1y tuong d6i v6i sy da dang ton gido trong mdi trudong ngay nay
ma khong 1am mo di yéu tinh Ki-to hitu cia minh.* Vi du cd thé hai t6n gido cung no6i vé mot
siéu viét, nhung su khac nhau tir ban chét 16i hiéu sdu xa mdi niém tin co6 thé dua dén nhiing
thuc hanh khong thé hoi nhat dugc véi nhau. Do vay, khong thé nao mot nguoi co hai niém tin
ton gido thuc su. Rt cude, ddi véi ngudi Ki-t6 hitu, mau chdt 1a viéc hoi nhap tinh than cia
buc Gié-su Ki-td vao nhan loai*> chir khong phai dua pham tinh cua nhén loai tré ngugc vao
tinh than cua Ngai. Theo d6, ddi thoai véi cac vin hoa va cac ton gido khac khong phai 1a viéc
cting nhéc héa duc tin Ki-to gido hodc qua uyén chuyén dén mic thoa hiép van hoa, nhung 1a
mot bude quy ndi sau xa hon: hiéu cdt 15i nhitng niém tin khac dé hiéu can tinh niém tin Ki-to
gido.

Ton gido dan gian b xwa 6 Dong A, tiéu biéu 1a & Trung Hoa, mang nét dic trung vé tho cing
to tién, cing té va boi toan. Co s& nén clia nhiing thyc hanh nay 1a ngudi ta tin rang linh hon
cac tién nhan c6 hién dién, tic 1a c6 mot ‘doi song’ hay thé gidi nao do sau cai chét. Hon nira,
ngudi ta co thé “néi chuyén” véi thé gisi dy dé xin dugc che chd, bao vé hodc biét trude tuong
lai dé tranh vén rui tim van may. Mot trong nhitng cach thirc hitu hi¢u dé thuc hién cudc noi
chuyén 4y 1a viéc cung té va boi toan.

Ki-t6 gido c6 diém chung 1 niém tin vao sy séng doi sau. Tuy nhién, khac biét 16n nhit 1a
khong mot diéu gi phat xudt tir con nguoi c6 thé thay thé Dang Tuyét Déi trong vai trd che cha,
bao v¢ hay chuc lanh cho con nguoi. Dang Tuyét Doi éy Ki-t6 gido goi la Thién Chua, va chi
c6 Ngai 1a Dang duoc thd phuong dung nghia. Linh hon tlen nhan c6 hién di¢n va dugc tho
kinh theo nghia duoc kinh nho, yéu mén va dugc con chau cau nguyén xin Thién Chiia ban on
cho céc vi ay, chir khong phai dugc tho theo nghia tho Thién Chua.

Theo nghia nay, Ki-t6 gido khong danh mat can tinh va ciing khong qua cung | nhic khi d6i thoai
dé gieo hat mam duc tin vao van hoa Bong A. Déi thoai khong chi de truyen gi4o, nhung dé
hiéu sau hon va song can tinh dirc tin cua minh mot cach thuc té hon trong moi truong van hoa
khac voi van hoa da bat ngudn nén Ki-to gido. Dbi thoai 4y 1a mot cude ra di dé trg vé sau hon
v6i nguodn coi.
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