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The purpose of this article is to explore and to present the singular
character of the Book of Jonah, particularly as it emerges in the book's
conclusion, Jonah 4:1-11, which is widely regarded as the climax of the
work. Among the prophetic books, Jonah stands out as a singular and
unusual composition, and this distinctiveness is displayed in a special
way in its closing chapter. Here the author concentrates upon a direct
dialogue between the prophet Jonah and God, and it is precisely in this
exchange that the reader encounters the work's most significant
revelation concerning the divine. The details of the passage may at first
provoke the reader's amusement, only to leave resounding thereafter the
most profound and original messages of the book—messages that were
revolutionary for their age. To this end, the article proceeds in three
steps. It will first treat briefly the figure of the prophet Jonah, the
historical context, the literary genre of the work, and the structure of the
text; it will then proceed to an exegesis of the passage; and finally, it will
draw out several theological reflections and applications.

TOM LUQC

Tir khoa: Gio-na, ngdn
su, long thuong x6t vo
bién, tinh yéu nhung
khong ctia Chua

Bai viét nay vé kham pha va trinh bay nét doc dao cua sach Gidna, dic
biét nhu dwoc thé hién trong phan két cua sach, Giona 4,111, doan vén
dugc xem 14 cao trao ctia tic phim. Trong sd cac sach ngon st, Gidna
ndi bat nhu mot tac phém doc dao va khac thuong, va nét dac sdc éy
dugc phd bay mot cach dic biét trong chuong cubi ciing. O day, tac gia
tap trung vao cudc ddi thoai tryuc tiép gitra ngdn st Giona va Thién Chua,
va chinh trong cudc trao d6i niy, ngudi doc bat gap mic khai quan trong
nhét cua tac phém vé Thién Chua. Thoat dau, cac chi tiét ciia doan van
¢ thé khién nguoi doc bat cuoi, nhung roi sau d6 lai dé vang vong
nhitng st diép sau sic va doc ddo nhat ciia cudn sach — nhiing st diép
mang tinh cach mang ddi véi thoi dai cua chung. V6i muc dich do, bai
viét duoc trién khai qua ba budc. Trudc hét, bai viét s& ban vén tit vé
dung mao cta ngdn st Giona, bdi canh lich sir, thé loai van chuong cua
tac pham va cAu tric ciia ban vin; tiép dén, bai viét sé tién hanh chi giai
doan vin; va sau cung, bai viét s& rat ra mot vai suy tu cing ing dung
than hoc.
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DAn nhép

Céc ngon st thuong duoc xem 14 nhimg ngudi loan béo st diép cia Chuia. Theo d6, trong sudt
thoi ky ngon str, thong diép ciia cac ngai ludn vang vong 101 kéu goi dan ft-ra-en trung tin gitr
viing giao wéc voi Chiia va dn nin hdi cai khi that tin dé dugc Chua x6t thuong tha tha. Tuy
nhién, trong birc tranh do6, Gi6-na ndi 1én nhu mét nét chdm pha va hi¢n tugng ddc la. Thyuc
vay, tuy chi duge xép vao mot trong nhitng ngdn st nho, nhung vin phong va théng diép ciia
Gio-na lai rat doc dao, khac la so v&i nhitng ngon st khac. Va trong khi cic cau chuyén Kinh
Thanh nhu chi tép trung néi vé “nhiing ngudi trong cudc” 1a dan toc ft-ra-en, thi cau chuyén
Gio-na lai xoay quanh van dé lién quan dén “nguoi ngoai cudc” 1a dan ngoai gido At-sua. Sach
duong nhu chi 1a mgt cau chuyén hai hude, cham biém vé mot vi ngon s bét déc di, véi su
néng gian, hep hoi va ngang budng khong chap nhan viéc Chia tha thir cho dan thanh Ni-ni-
vé. Tuy nhién, ngang qua nhiing biém hoa hai hudc y, cau chuyén lai chuyén tai mot cach
tuyét voi nhimg thong diép than hoc mang tinh cach mang cho thoi dai.!

Pic biét, Gn 4,1-11, doan cudi ciu chuyén, duoc xem nhu 1a “chép dinh” cta cudn sach. O
day, tac gia tap trung thuat lai cudc ddi thoai truc dién gitra ngon su Gio-na voi Thién Chaa; va
chinh noi day ngudi doc gip duge mac khai quan trong nhat vé Thién Chua.2 Poan vin nhur co
dong tat ca tic pham. Nhitng tinh tiét trong doan van c6 thé khién nguoi doc phai phi cuoi, dé
rdi sau d6 dé lai Am vang nhiing st diép sdu sdc va doc sang nhit cua tac pham:

'Ong Gib-na buc minh, byc 1am, va 6ng ndi gian. 20ng cau nguyén véi DPUC CHUA va noi:
“Oi, lay DPUC CHUA, d6 chang phai la diéu con d3 néi khi con & qué nha sao? Chinh vi thé ma
con da voi vang tron di Tac-sit. That vy, con biét ring Ngai 1a Thién Chua tir bi nhan hau,
cham gian va giau tinh thwong, va hdi tiéc vi di giang hoa. 3Gid day, lay PUC CHUA, xin Ngai
14y mang séng con di, vi tha con chét con hon 1a song!” *DUC CHUA hoi 6ng: “Nguoi ndi gian
nhu thé c6 1y khong?” 3Ong Gid-na ra ngoai thanh va ngdi & phia dong thanh. O d6, 6ng lam
mot cai 18u, roi ngé)i bén dudi, trong bong mat, dé xem cai gi s€ xay ra trong thanh. spUC
CHUA 1a Thién Chta khién mét cdy thdu diu moc 1én & phia trén 6ng Gid-na dé c6 bong mat
che dau 6ng, hau 1am ong hét budn byc. Ong Gid-na vui, vui ldm vi cdy thau dau. "Nhung hém
sau, khi himg déng 16 rang, Thién Chta khién mot con sau cin cdy thau dau va cay bj héo. 8Khi
mat trdi moc, Thién Chua cho c6 mot con gié déng néng bong, va mat troi gidi ning xubng dau
ong Gio-na; 6ng ngit xiu va xin cho minh dwgc chét, ong néi: “Tha t6i chét con hon 1a
song.” °Thién Chuia hoi ong Gio-na: “Nguoi ndi gian vi cdy thau dau, nhu thé c6 1y khong?”
Ong tra 10i: “Con c6 1y dé ndi gidn dén chét dugc!” 1°PUC CHUA phan: “Nguoi, nguoi thuong
hai cdy thau diu ma nguoi da khong vét va vi né, va khong lam cho n6 16n 1én; trong mot dém
n6 da sinh ra, rdi trong mot dém lai chét di. ''Con Ta, chang 1& Ta lai khong thuong hai Ni-ni-
vé, thanh phd 16n, trong d6 c6 hon mét trim hai mwoi ngan ngudi khong phén biét dugc bén
phai vé6i bén trai, va lai c6 rat nhiéu tha vat hay sao?”

1 X. Chantal Raynier, D& DBoc Cic Sich Ngon Si, trans. Thién Hyu va Xuan Hung (HCM: Phuong Pong, 2017), 5.
300. Nguyén Van Hbi, Gid-na Vi Ngon Str Khdc Nguoi. Sdch Gio-na Va Y Huéng Thitn Hoc (HN: Tén Gido, 2021), 150. James
Limburg, Jonah, First Edition (Louisville, Ky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1993), 98.

2 X. Nguyén Van Hoi, Gid-na Vi Ngon Str Khdc Nguoi, 30.

30 day bai viét st dung ban dich Kinh Thanh ctia Nhém Cac gi¢ kinh Phung vu (CGKPV), d€ phan tich. CGKPV,
Kinh Thianh (HN: Tén Gido, 2011), 2021-2022.
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Vay nhiing diéu trén duoc thé hién cu thé thé nao trong doan van? Bai viét ndy la mot nd luc
phan nao kham pha va trinh bay nhimng diéu d6 qua cac budc sau: Trude hét, bai viét s& noi qua
vé ngon su Gid-na, bdi canh, vin thé cta tac phém va cu tric ban van; sau do, bai viét sé& di
vao phan tich ban vin; va cudi cling, mot vai phan tinh ap dung than hoc s& duoc riit ra.

Poi Nét Vé Ngon St Gio-na, Tac Pham Va Cau Triic Cung Bo Cuc Bén Viin
1. VéNgon St Gio-na

Theo trinh thuat cia tac phém, Gi6-na dugc trinh bay nhu mét vi ngdn sur dac biét budéng binh
chdng lai ménh 1énh va ¥ mudn ctia Dirc Chua. Ngay tir dau, khi duoc sai di rao giang kéu goi
dan thanh Ni-ni-vé an nan héi cai, ong da tim cach tron chay khoéi Chuaa dé tir chdi ménh 1énh.
Thién Chua da ngan chan, khién cudc tron chay cua Gi6-na that bai. Ngai lai ra ménh 1€nh va
sai 6ng di 1an hai. Ong phai mién cudng tdi rao giang cho thanh, nhung vin chdng lai y muén
thuong x6t thtr tha cho dan thanh Ni-ni-vé ciia Chua.

Vé lai lich, tiéu st, trong ca tac pham, ngudi doc chi thay c6 duy nhat mot cau gidi thiéu cho
biét Gid-na 1a “con cua 6ng A-mit-tai” (1,1). Va trong Cuu Udc ciing chi ¢6 2 V 14,25 cho biét
ngon st Gid-na con A-mit-tai 1a mdt ngudi cé qué ¢ Gat Khé-phe, thi hanh sir vu tai vuong
qudc {t-ra-en, thoi vua Gia-rop-am II (786 — 746 Trudc Cong Nguyén (TCN)).

Nhung mot s6 hoc gia nhan dinh rang ngén st Gioé-na & sach Gié-na va Gid-na ¢ 2 V 14,25
khong phai 1a mot, ma chi c6 quan hé van chuong. Tuc 1a tac gia sdch Gio-na chi mugn tén
Giod-na dé dit cho nhan vt trong cdu chuyén ctia minh. Nhitng nhan dinh nay dugc dua ra dya
trén mot sb co sé chinh yéu nhu: thdi vua Gia-rop-am 11 tri vi, Ni-ni-vé chua phai 1a tha d6 cua
At-sua. Ni-ni-vé chi tr¢ thanh thi d6 cua At-sua vao thoi vua Xan-khé-rip (704 — 681 TCN).
Vua cua At-sua cling khong duoc goi 1a vua cta Ni-ni-vé nhu Gn 3,6 goi. Va Gid-na 6 2 V
14,25 thi ngoan ngoan vang 101 thyc thi ménh Iénh Chua, trong khi Gio-na trong sach Gid-na
thi budng binh tur chdi. Ciing theo cac hoc gia nay, co thé tac gia sach Gi6-na da chon Gid-na,
mot nhan vat lich st voi thong tin it 6i trong Kinh Théanh, 1a dé dé dang tu do théu dét nhan vat
trong chuyén minh ké. Cuing v6i d6, Gio-na thoi Gia-rop-am II ciing 1a thoi A-mét. Trong khi
A-mét 1én an cac cudc chinh phat va tridu dai Gia-rop-am II, thi Gi6-na duoc chon ¢ day nhu
su thich hop dé chuyén tai st diép than hoc dbi khang: phé phan tu tudng ty man va han ché
khit khe, coi on ctru d6 1a doc quyén cua t-ra-en chir khong phai mot an sung va ¢ tinh phd
quat. Mt khéc, tén Gio-na trong tiéng Hip-ri ¢6 nghia 1a “chim b cau”, 1a st gia bao tin mimg
cham dit nan hong thuy (St 6-8). Theo dé, su gian 4c ctia Ni-ni-vé goi nhé sy gian ac lan tran
trén mat dat kéo theo hong thuy, va tén Gi6-na nhu mubn bao hiéu cho doc gia rang Thién Chua
s& mang lai on ctru d6 cho tat ca moi ngudi, nhu chim bd cau bao hiéu hong thuy chim dut.
Thém vao do, trong sach Ho-sé, ft-ra-en duoc vi nhu chim cau kho dai (Hs 7,11). Nén co6 thé
tac gia lay tén Gid-na dit cho ngdn st & day nham mudn ngudi doc lién twong t6i sy khd khao
khong chiu hiéu va chap nhan y Chua.*

Tuy nhién, nhiéu nha nghién ctru va cha giai khac lai cho thdy nhiing co sé nhu trén 1 khong
vimng chic. Nhimng nghién ciru va phan tich nhu cua Douglas Stuart, Phyllis Trible, Joyce
Baldwin déu chi ra rang: vao thdi Gia-rop-am II, Ni-ni-vé c¢6 thé trd thanh noi cu ngu cua vua
At-sua va tré thanh thu d6 tam thoi cho dé qudc. Mit khac, vao thoi d6, dé quoc At-sua gap

4 X. Raynier, D¢ Doc Cic Sdch Ngon Sit, 294-295. Nguyén Vian Hoi, Gio-na Vi Ngon Sir Khdc Nguoi, 126-128. 139.
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nan va c¢6 thé quyén luc ctia vua bi gidi han noi thanh phé éng cu ngu. Hon nita, viéc vua cta
mdt qudc gia ciing duoc goi 14 vua ciia mot trong nhirng thanh phé thudc quyén cai tri cta 6ng,
1a mot cach néi xuét hién nhiéu noi khac trong Kinh Thanh. Do d6, viéc néi Ni-ni-vé 1a thu do
ctia At-sua, hay noi “vua Ni-ni-vé” khong c6 gi 1a sai vé lich sir & day.> Con James Bruckner
thi phan tich cho théy, du Gi6-na khang lai ménh I1énh Chua, 6ng van c6 thé duoc xem 12 mot
ngon st dich thuc. Theo tac gia, viéc ban dau khong mudn lanh nhan st mang khé khin hay
khang lai 101 Chua ctia Gid-na khong c6 gi qua ky la, tham chi con goi 1én mau thirc quen thudce
trong truyén théng Kinh Thanh khi lién hé t6i cac cau chuyén ctia Ap-ra-ham, M6-sé, Gia-cop,
Gié-ré-mi-a... Dic biét viéc doi hoi cong 1y, khé chp nhan cho ké thu tan bao dugc hudng su
tha thtr cling 14 diéu hoan toan c6 thé hiéu dugc trong bdi canh ciia Gié-na.® Nhu vay, Gid-na &
sach Gid-na van co kha thé 1a Gio-na & 2 V 14,25.

Theo ngudi viét bai nay, & ddy nguoi doc co thé chap nhan mot sy khong chic chin vé lai lich
va tiéu st ctia ngdn st Gid-na. Ca hai gia thuyét trén déu khong 1am anh huodng téi ndi dung,
gia tri va thong diép cua sach. Ca hai déu c6 thé duoc sir dung dé thé hién cung mot st di¢p
chinh yéu cta tac pham va gié tri ciia nd. Du gia thuyét nao dugc ap dung, thi thong diép cua
sach cling van 1a mot thong diép dic biét dén tir kinh nghiém thiéng liéng sau sic cia mot ca
nhan cu thé, thong di¢p mang tinh mac khai va ngon su dich thuc.

2. Ve Thoi Gian Cung Boi Canh Bién Soan Tac Pham

Ciing lién quan voi vén dé trén, viéc xac dinh thoi gian cung bdi canh bién soan cu thé cua tac
pham 1a diéu gap nhiéu kho khan. Thuc vay, khong gidng nhu hau hét cac sach ngdn st khac,
sach Gio-na khong c6 tinh tiét dé tu xéac dinh cho minh mot thoi gian cung bdi canh lich s cu
thé rd rang nhu thudc triéu dai nao ca cac vua t-ra-en va Giu-da (vi du: Hs 1,1; Am 1,1)
hodc trong thoi ky luu day (vi du: Ed 1,1-3) hodc trong thoi ky hau luu day (vi du: Kg 1,1; Gr
1,1).

Nhiéu tac gia di c6 nhitng nd luc dé xac dinh thoi gian va bdi canh bién soan cua tac pham
voi nhitng 1ap luan khac nhau. Cac 1ap luan chu yéu dua vao: viéc nhic téi Ni-ni-vé nhu 1a
thi 46 At-sua véi mot vi vua (1), yéu t6 ngon ngit Aram dugc st dung trong tac pham (2),
nhirng doan vin c6 vé nhu 1a “trich din” tir nhitng sach khac (3), va tu tudng than hoc cua tac
pham (4). Nhung nhiing co s& 1ap luan nay lai bi phan bac boi nhitng nghién ctru khac.

Nhirng l4p luan dya vao co sé 1 xac dinh thoi gian bién soan sach phai la khoang sau thé ky
VIII TCN, nhung 1ap ludn ndy d3 bi bac bo nhu di trinh bay & phan trén. Lap luan dwa vao co
s& 2 cho rang, nhiéu yéu t6 ngén ngit Aram trong tac pham chi xuét hién sau thé ky VI TCN,
sau thoi lvu ddy, nhung nhimg nghién ctru sau d6 lai chi ra nhimg tir nay thudc vé nhém ngon
ngit c6 nién dai som hon nhidu. Chiing xuat hién ca trudc va sau thoi luu day. Nhimng 1ap ludn
dira trén co s 3 thi cho rang, sach c6 nhiéu chi tiét nhu duoc trich dan tir Thanh Vinh, sach Té-
bi-a, 3 Ma-ca-bé, Pa-ni-en, Et-te. Do d6, thoi gian bién soan la trong thé ky IV TCN. Tuong

5 X. Douglas Stuart et al., Hosea-Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 31, ed. Bruce M. Metzger, David Allen
Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Zondervan Academic, 2014), 806. 817-819 (pdf). Phyllis Trible, "The Book of Jonah" in
New Interpreter’s Bible Volume VII: Introduction to Apocalyptic Literature, Daniel, The Twelve Prophets, Leander E. Keck, et al
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996), 466. Joyce Baldwin, “Jonah”, in The Minor Prophets: An Exegetical and Expository
Commentary, ed. Thomas Edward McComiskey (Michigan: Baker Academic, 2009), 545.

6 X. James Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application Commentary (Zondervan Academic,
2004), 22-23; 26-33 (pdf).
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tu, 1ap luén dya trén co sé 4 cho r'flng tu twong than hoc cua sach Gid-na c6 su can nhic dua
trén tinh tiét cuia sach Gié-ré-mi-a 18,7-8, va nham chéng lai su cai cach khét khe thoi tai thiét
dén tho ciia Et-ra va No-khe-mi-a. Theo d6, sich dugc soan thao vao thoi nay. Nhung lap luan
phan bac dugc dua ra 1a: sy twong dong vé cach dién dat ciing nhu tu tuéng trong ban van tyr
n6 khong nhat thiét 1a minh chimg cho mdi quan hé phu thudc ciia hai ban vin (chung c6 thé
cung lay tir mot ngudn khac, hodc don gian 1a ngdu nhién trung lap). Hon nita, yéu t6 mac khai
khién mot tu tudng than hoc c6 thé xuat hién bat cir giai doan nao, khong biét tu tudng nio co
trudc hay phu thudce vao tu twdng nao. Con viée cho rang tu tuong sich Gid-na nham tap trung
chéng lai viéc cai cach cua Et-ra va No-khe-mi-a 1 ¢ phan ham ho khién cudng. Vi noi dung
sach Gio-na khong hé dé cap tdi cac chu dé cu thé do.

Nhu thé, 1ap luan vira néu khong thé dung viing trong viéc khang dinh thoi diém va bdi canh
bién soan cu thé cua sach Gid-na. Va thoi gian boi canh bién soan cia sach Gid-na co thé nim
trong khoang hai mbc diém 1a tir thé ky VIII, theo tham chiéu 2 V 14,23-25 va trudc thé ky 11
TCN, theo tham chiéu Hc 49,10.7

Theo ngudi viét bai nay, thoi gian va bbi canh sach Gié-na duoc xac dinh 14 subt ca khoang tir
thé ky VIII — II TCN xem ra ciing 1a mot kha thé chap nhan duoc va hay hon ca. Nhu Phyllis
Trible cho thiy, qua nghién ctru va tranh luén vé nhirng yéu t6 khong dong nhét trong tac pham
nhu thé van, tur ngtr, thanh vinh dugc thém vao..., diéu c6 thé duoc rit ra la: tac phém da duoc
nudi dudng va luu hanh bai nhiéu truyén thong trong mot thoi gian rat 1au dai, sau d6 mot tac
gia da tong hop céc truyén thong dé bién soan thanh mot cau chuyén mach lac.8 Hay nhu James
Bruckner nhan xét: chu dé vé long thuong x6t, su tha thir cua Thién Chaa danh cho nhiing ké
thu hung bao cua ft-ra-en, tuong quan cua ft-ra-en v&i ké thu va dan ngoai, 1a mdt cudc tranh
luan than hoc lau dai. N6 c6 thé di duge soan thao ngay tur thoi Gia-rop-am II (786 — 746 TCN)
10i duoc tiép tuc bién tap qua sudt thoi At-sua quyén luc t6i khi nd sup d6 (612 TCN), rdi thoi
ky luu day Ba-by-lon (587 — 538 TCN), trong cudc dau tranh tai thiét sau d6 dudi thoi Ba Tu
(538 — 333 TCN) va tham chi ca khi nguoi Do Thai ndm duéi sy thong tri cua nguoi Hy Lap
(333 — 163 TCN), La M (163 TCN — 70 SCN).® Theo ngudi viét, viée dit sach Gié-na trong
bdi canh kéo dai qua cac thé ky nhu vay khong gay kho khan, nhung lai cung cdp nhiéu goc
canh rong mé dé hiéu ndi dung nhét quan cua thong diép trong tac pham. Thong diép van c6
thé cho thay rd gia tri va tinh dot pha vé tu tudng cta né trong toan bd bdi canh lich sir ay.

3. Ve Thé Van Cua Tdc Pham'’
Thé van 1a mot diém khéc la nita cua sach Gid-na. Cac nha nghién ctru c6 thé chi ra mdt so dac

diém thugc nhiing thé van khac nhau noi sach Gio-na, nhung vi¢c dong nhat sach véi mot loai
van thé nao do6 lai s€ gap van deé.

7 X. James Limburg, Jonah, First Edition (Louisville, Ky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1993), 38-31.

X. Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 465-466. Nguyén Vén Hoi, Gid-na Vi Ngon Sir Khic Nguoi, 133-137. Bruckner, Jonah,
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application Commentary, 29-33. Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume
31, 806. 817-819. Baldwin, “Jonah”, 544-546.

8 X. Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 464-465.
9 X. Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application Commentary, 29.
10 X. Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 466-474. Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 31, 809-812.
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Mot sb tac gia cho rang Gié-na 1a mot cau chuyén du ngon, véi dic diém 1a chuyén noi vé diéu
nay dé nham ¥ noi vé diéu khac. Theo d6, Gié-na nhu 1a dai dién cho [t-ra-en ngoan cd, con
Ni-ni-vé dai dién cho nhitng quéc gia biét hoan cai. Gid-na nhu 13 hinh miu cua cong 1y tranh
d4u voi Thién Chta 1a hinh miu caa long thuong x6t... Tuy nhién, viéc x4c dinh Gio-na la mot
chuyén du ngodn lai khong thoa ddng & nhiéu chd. Trong khi dy ngon 1a mot cau chuyén stc tich
ngan gon, thi cau chuyén ¢ day lai qua dai; trong khi nhitng cau chuyén du ngén thuong phai
két thiic bang mot 10 giai thich y nghia ctia toan b cau chuyén, cho thdy su chuyén déi tugng,
tir nhitng diéu duogc néi trong chuyén chuyén sang néi nhimng diéu khac, thi cau chuyén Gid-na
khong c6 diéu dy. Hon nira, trong khi chuyén du ngdn 1a mot cdu chuyén hu cu, thi khong thé
khang dinh chic chan rang Gid-na 1a mot cau chuyén hu céu.

Céc nha nghién ctru cling nhan thdy Gié-na mang dic diém cua thé loai truyén dan gian. O do,
thé gi6i thuc va thé gidi hu ciu hoa tron 1dn nhau. Noi cac trinh thuat vé con bao bién véi doan
thuy thu va Gid-na, trinh thuat vé viéc Gio-na bi mot con c4 1én nudt va mira 1én be, trinh thuét
vé canh dan thanh Ni-ni-vé cung cac con vat hoan cai, trinh thuat vé cay thau dau va con sau,
ngudi doc déu co thé nhan ra nhitng mé-tip giéng véi cac cau chuyén dan gian phd bién noi cac
nén vin hod 1an can. Nhung du cau chuyén Gid-na c6 nhiéu “hoa tiét” dan gian nhu vay, viéc
ddng hoa tac pham 14 truyén dan gian s& gip van dé & chd: trong khi chuyén dan gian hoan toan
tranh st dung yéu td lich str, thi Gio-na lai co nhitng yéu td lich sir rd rang (nhan vat Gid-na,
dia danh Ni-ni-vé).

Nhiéu tac gia khac xac dinh Gid-na 1a mot cau chuyén trao phing biém hoa, béi vi trong sach
Gib-na rd rang co khong it nhing chi tiét tao su cuong diéu, ky quai, bat ngd, vo 1y va mang
tinh hai huéc cham biém. Theo d6, cac tic gia nay coi Gié-na nhu 1a d6i twong cua sy chdm
biém hy hoa trong toan cau chuyén véi tinh ich ky hep hoi va ngoan c6. Thé nhung néu xac
dinh Gi6-na hoan toan 1a mot cau chuyén cham biém nhu vay, s€ co nhiéu vén dé dat ra nhu:
Néu cac chi tiét nhu trén mang tinh cham biém thi d6i tugng cham biém trong cau chuyén s&
khong chi 1a Gid-na ma con 1a cac thuy thu, dan Ni-ni-vé va tham chi ca Thién Chua. Hon nira,
tinh chAm biém con phu thudc vao cach hiéu va cam nhan chi quan cia ngudi doc. Ngudi doc
c6 thé cam thiy nuc cudi voi canh ngudi va vat sam hdi ¢ Ni-ni-vé, nhung ciing c6 thé thdy x6t
thuong. Ngudi doc ¢ thé thiy nyc cuoi voi Gié-na nong nay ich ky, nhung lai ¢ thé thiy dong
cam tham thia khi hiéu bdi canh quan diém cta 6ng, hay thay nhitng nét “tich cuc” noi 6ng. ..
Twong tu, nhitng c¢b gang dé khép Gio-na vao mot trong nhiing thé loai van chwong khac déu
khong thoa dang.

C6 1& cho dén bay gio, két luan rang Gid-na 1a mot tic pham mang nhitng dic diém cua nhiéu
thé loai van chuong khéc nhau, chir khong thé déng nhét hoan toan v&i mot thé loai nao, 13 két
luan pht hgp nhat. Nhimng dic diém vin chuong khic nhau da duoc tac gia phdi hop sir dung
dé chuyén tai noi dung thong diép ctia tac pham mot cach hiéu qua nhéat. Nguoi viét dong y voi
quan diém nay.

4. Ve Cau Truc Cung Bé Cuc Ban Van

Tuy c6 sy khac nhau vé chi tiét, nhung cac hoc gia dudng nhu déu dé dang dong thuan véi nhau
rang, ve co ban, toan sach Gid-na c6 dang cau tric song doi. Cac nghién ctru déu chi ra rang
cau chuyén dugc két cau boi hai trinh thuat 16n 1a hai lan Chua sai Gio-na di. Lan thir nhat 1a
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chuong 1 va 2; 1an tht hai 1a chuong 3 va 4, v6i sy day dic nhitng chi tiét song d6i nhau rat
chinh xac.!!

Riéng & trong chinh chuong 4, James Bruckner nhén ra sy song d6i giita mot bén 14 16i cau
nguyén trong thanh Ni-ni-vé (4,1-5) véi nhitng cau hdi cua Dtrc Chtia bén ngoai thanh Ni-ni-
vé€ (4,6-11). Tuy nhién, khi di vao phan tich, tac gia lai chia chuwong sach thanh ba phan canh.
Phén canh thir nhét: cc. 1-5 ndi vé con tirc gidn cua Gid-na v6i Chaa. Phan canh thir hai: cc. 6-
8 noi vé cay thau dau, con sdu va con gié déng. Va phan canh cudi: cc. 9-11 noi vé Iy luan cia
Chuia véi con gian cua Gio-na. Tuong tu, Joyce Baldwin chia ban van thanh ba doan. Poan
dau: cc. 1-5 néi vé phan tmg va tuyén bd cta Gioé-na. Poan hai: cc. 6-9 noi vé viéc Chua dap
lai Gi6-na bang mot du ngdén hanh dong. Poan ba: cc. 10-11 1a 16i sau cling ctia Chia. Trong
khi d6, Douglas Stuart va Phyllis Trible lai chia ban vin thanh hai phan. Phan mot: cc. 1-5 1a
phan {mg tirc gidn cta Gié-na va phan ung ciia Chtia. Phan hai: cc. 6-11 1a sy cimg dau cia
Gid-na va su giai thich cua Chua.'?

Theo ngudi viét, nhirg su phan chia bd cuc nhu vy chua cho thy rd hét cac yéu t6 song ddi
va lam ndi bat ¥ nghia dic biét ctia phan canh Chiia hanh dong véi hinh anh cdy thau dau trong
ban van. Thuc vay, Keller va Duane L. Christensen da chi ra mgt loat nhiing yéu td song ddi
theo dang quy tam (hay ciing c6 thé goi dbi ngiu chéo/Chiasm'?) rat chinh, y nghia va thd vi
trong céu trac ban vin. Cu thé, theo Keller ban vin c6 sy d6i ngau nhu sau:'

A: Con gidn cta Gié-na —c. 1-2a
B: Gi6-na tuyén xung long thuong x4t ctia Chtia danh cho
Ni-ni-vé —c. 2¢, 2d
C: Cau tra 16 cia Gi6-na: "Con tha chét con hon séng" —c. 3
D: Cau hoi ctia Chiia: "Nguoi ndi gian nhu thé c6 Iy
khéng?" —c. 4 _
E: Gio-na dyng mét cai choi dé cho "con gian" cta Chta
-c.5
F: Chua khién mét cay thiu dau mang lai niém vui
16n cho Gi6-na —c. 6
F’: Chuia khién mot con sau tiéu diét cay thau dau
-c.7
E’: Puc Chua khién con gi6 dong va mit troi lam
Gib-na ngt xiu —c. 8
D’: Cau héi ctia Chila: "Nguoi ndi gian vi cdy thdu dau nhur
thé c6 1y khong?" —c. 9a
C’: Phan {ing ciia Gi6-na: "Con c6 1y dé ndi gian cho dén chét"
—c.9%
B’: Chiia ni vé long thuong x6t ciia Gid-na danh cho cdy thau
dau—c. 10
A’: Chuia bién minh cho 1ong thuong x6t ctia minh déi v&i Ni-ni-vé
—c. 11

11 X CGKPV, Kinh Thinh, 1997-1998. Nguyén Van Hoi, Gio-na Vi Ngon Sir Khdc Nguoi, 20-31. Trible, "The Book of
Jonah", 474-476. Raymond Edward Brown et al., eds., The New Jerome Biblical Commentary, Reissue, Subsequent edition
(Englewood Cliffs, N.J: Pearson PTR, 1990), 634.

12 X. Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application Commentary, 36, 39. Baldwin, “Jonah”, 548.
Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 31, 909. Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 491.

13 X. “Chiastic Structure,” in Wikipedia, April 24, 2022,
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chiastic_structure&oldid=1084446973.

14 X. Jonathan Magonet, Form and Meaning: Studies in Literary Techniques in the Book of Jonah (Sheffield: UNKNO,
1983), 56-57.
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Con véi Duane L. Christensen, sy d6i ngau dugc thé hién theo dang:

A: Gi6-na ndi —c. 2-3
B: Thién Chtia néi —c. 4
C: Gid-na hanh dong —c. 5
D: Thién Chua hanh dong — c. 6a, 6b
E: Gi6-na hanh phtic — c. 6¢
F: Thién Chua hanh dong c. 7, 8a
E’: Gib-na dau khé — c. 8b
D’: Gié-nandi —c. 8.b
C’: Thién Chua néi —c. 9a
B’: Gi6-na ndi —c. 9b
A’: Thién Chtia néi — c. 10-11"°

Dua theo cau tric cia hai tac gia nhu trén, bd cuc dé phén tich chuong nay theo dé nghi cua
ngudi viét s& gom 3 phan canh. Phan canh mét: cc. 1-5, phan ing cia Gid-na chong lai sy tha
thir cia Chtia. Phan canh hai: cc. 6-8a, Chuia giri dén Gid-na bai hoc trai nghiém véi cdy thau
dau. Phan canh ba: cc. 8b-11, cudc hoi thoai dugc ndi lai va nhimng 101 sau ciing ctia Chia.
Sau déy, bai viét s& di vao phan tich ban vin theo bd cuc nay.

Phan Tich Ban Vian
1. Phdn Ung Cua Gié-na Truée Sy Hodn Cai Ciia Dan Thanh Ni-ni-vé (Cc. 1-5)

C6 1& ngudi doc sé& phai phi cudi ngay & canh dau tién ctia chuong véi viée thuat lai phan tng
ctia ngon s Gio-na trude sy tha thir cua Thién Chua danh cho dan thanh Ni-ni-vé khi ho hoan
cai. C6 nhimg diéu bt thuong, o4i odm, khoi hai & ddy. Ngay trude doan vin, ngudi doc duoc
biét bdi canh 1a dan Ni-ni-vé d3 an nan sam hoi, va “Thién Chia thiy viéc ho lam, thay ho bo
duong gian ac ma trd lai, Nguoi hdi tiée vé tai hoa Ngudi di tuyén bd s& giang trén ho, Nguoi
da khong giang xudng nira” (3,10). Ctr sy thudng, véi tu cach 1a mot ngdn sur da rao giang 1oi
Chua, kéu goi thanh in nin hoan cai, Gid-na phai vui ming vi diéu ndy méi dung. Nhung doan
van lai bt dau véi mo ta: “Ong Gi6-na buc minh, 6ng buc minh lam va ong ndi gian” (4,1).
“Buc minh” géc tor Do-thai 1a ¥ cling c6 nghia “tai hoa”, “x4u xa”, “sai trai”, “toi t&”; con
“ndi gian”/ 770 nghia den 1a “bdc chay”, “bi thiéu d6t”.'¢ Nhu véy, nhiing tir mang sic thai
manh mé& nhat trong tiéng Do-thai da dugc tac gia str dung dé biéu ta tdm trang kho chiu va
phan ung quyét liét ciia Gio-na chong lai ¥ Chiia. Nghé thuat choi chit & ddy con nhu tao nén
mot sy dbi nghich tuong phan. Trong khi dan thanh Ni-ni-vé hoén cai tir bé su dit, Thién Chua
quay lung lai voi diéu dit, thi voi Gid-na do lai 1a tai hoa, va ong lai nhu dang bi bao quanh baoi
su dit. Sy dit nhu duoc khoi 18n tir Gié-na dé nhu dang up xudng chinh ong.!?

Su 04i 0dm khoi hai tiép tuc dugc thé hién ¢ 10i ciu nguyén than trach nhu kéu gao cta Gio-
na: “Oi, lay PUC CHUA, d6 chang phai la diéu con da néi khi con ¢ qué nha sao? Chinh vi thé
ma con d3 voi vang tron di Tac-sit. That vdy, con biét rang Ngai 1a Thién Chaa tir bi nhan hau,
cham gi4n va giau tinh thwong, va héi tiéc vi di giang hoa” (c. 2). Khac han vai 10i ciu nguyén
khi & trong bung c4 (2,2-10), & ddy ong kéu trach Chia va bién minh cho dong co chay chdn di
Tac-sit cia 6ng, khi 6ng dugc Chiia kéu goi lan thtr nhét (1,3). Khi @6, tac gia sach da tri hoan

15 Duane L Christensen, “Andrze ] Panufnik and The Structure of The Book of Jonah: Icons, Music and Literary
Art”, JETS 28/2 (June 1985) 133-140.
16 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/jonah/3-10.htm

17 X. Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 517. Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application
Commentary, 124. Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 31, 911. Baldwin, “Jonah”, 583.
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thong tin, khong cho biét nguyén nhén bo trén ctia Gid-na. Nguoi doc c6 thé suy doan, ngd
rang lac d6 6ng chay trén vi so bi mat mang, hay vi ong so minh khong hoan thanh trach nhiém
va phai chig khién tham hoa d6 xudng dan Ni-ni-vé. Nhung téi day nguoi doc méi vo ra rang
hoan toan khong phai nhu vay. Thi ra diéu khién Gid-na bé trdn lai 13 so dan Ni-ni-vé hoan cai
va Thién Chua s€& x6t thuong tha thtr theo nhu ban tinh cua Ngai: “Ngai 1a Thién Chua tur bi
nhan hau, cham gién va giau tinh thuong, va héi tiéc vi tai hoa gidng xuéng”. O day c6 su tuyén
xung mot tin diéu quan trong da dugc nhan biét va thim nhuan ca truyén théng Thanh Kinh
(Xh 34,6-7; Ds 14,18; Bnl 7,8-10; 2 Sb 30,9; Nkm 9,17.31; Tv 86,5.15; 103,8; 111,4; 112.,4;
145.8; Ge 2,13; Nk 1,3). Bén cum tir xuét hién trong cdu vin theo nhip diéu lan luot dién ta
bbn thudc tinh thanh thiéng ctia Thién Chiia: “Tir bi nhan hau™/ 130 237 biéu thi sy thuong
X6t trac an ctru gitp. Tinh tir 237)/ thuong X6t gan véi hinh anh tir cung ctia ngudi me. “Cham
gian” 778 Db nghia den 1a “cai miii dai”, ciing c6 nghia la than thién, kién nhan, nhan tir, trai
v6i 3,9. Con “giau tinh thwong” c¢6 nghia 1a yéu thuong bén viing, vo diéu kién, chuyén tai tron
ven su tir bi nhan hau x6t thuong. Va “héi tiéc vi tai hoa™/ o) -5v :7y77 1a didu Thién Chua da
thuc hién ¢ 3,10. Odi odm 14 16i tuyén xung truyén thong nay lai duoc dugc Gid-na thét 1én
trong con tlrc gian va trd thanh 10i “phé binh” Thién Chua! N6 1a nguyén c& cta viée chay trén
t6i Tac-sit va ciling 1a nguyén do cho doi héi cua 6ng luc nay.'® Ciing c6 thé ong cho rang hanh
dong tuyén sam cho dan Ni-ni-vé chiang dé 1am gi vi cudi cing thi Chiia ciing tha cho ho thoi.
Viéc gi 6ng phai mat cong kho cuc tdi lui hd hao cho mét xac!

Va tiéng phi cudi ciia ngudi doc co thé bat 18n khi cudi 101 cau nguyén ciia minh, Gi6-na nhu
gdo 1én. “Gio day, lay DPUC CHUA, xin Ngai ldy mang song con di, vi tha con chét con hon 1a
song!” (c. 3). O day ciing nhu c6 su twrong phan: trong khi cac thuy thu va dan Ni-ni-vé s hii
cau khan hy vong duoc ciru cho khoi chét thi Gié-na & day lai xin cho dwgc chét. Chang phai
trong 10 cau nguyén & 2,3-10, ngudi doc thiy Gio-na ciing hoang so trude cai chét dén phai
kéu cau thong thiét “tir long 4m phu, con cau ctru...”, ké ca hira hen “con sé& tién dang Ngai hy
18...” dé thoat chét d6 sao? Vay ma ¢ day 6ng cuong quyét tha chét con hon chap nhan su giai
ctru Ni-ni-vé ciia Chua! Ciing nuc cudi la 6ng coi chét con hon séng, nhung ong khéng tu van
ma yéu cau Chua lam diéu d6 cho 6ng! Dudng nhu Gid-na dang to ra rat “quai”. C6 18 éng dang
gid chiéu “Chi Phéo an va” véi Chiia! Cir Iy ma noi, biét dau trong dau Gid-na lai ching dang
c6 nhiing suy tudng ndy: “Trong con bio bién nhu thé Chua da khong thé dé minh chét thi gio
sao Chua dé minh chét duoc. Hon nita, dan Ni-ni-vé nhu thé ma Chta con chua phat, ch’fmg 1€
Chua dé thang ‘Chi Phéo’ nay chét”! That dén phi cudi! Gié-na nhu dang gay sirc ép cho Chua
va nang nic doi diéu minh muén. Ong mudn ap dit ¥ chi va 1y 1& ctia minh 1én mot Thién Chaa
giau long thuong x6t va cham gian véi chiéu an va!

Dap lai Gié-na, Thién Chiia khong nhic ti viéc ong bo tron, khong ban vé dong co than hoc
ctia 6ng, ciing khong dap lai thinh cau dugc chét ciia ong. Thay vao d6, Ngai tap trung vao trang
thai hién tai ciia 6ng. Ngai dua ong tap trung vao mdt trong tdm khac trong cau chuyén véi cau
hoi dit ra cho éng: “Nguoi ndi gian nhu thé c¢6 1y khong?”. Pay thuc sy 1a cau hoi quan trong
nhét trong cudn sach. Cum tir “Cé 1y khéng?” & day, trong ban vin gdc 14 2°33 con c6 thé dich
1a “c6 ding khong™/ “cé quyén khong™/ “cé tot khong™.!® Theo tac gia James K. Bruckner, cau

18 X, Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 517. Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application
Commentary, 124-128. Baldwin, “Jonah”, 583. Limburg, Jonah, 90-92.
19 https://biblehub.com/interlinear/jonah/4-4.htm
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héi khong mang nghia phép 1 (c6 quyén khong) ma mang nghia dao dirc (c6 t6t khong),20
nhung theo ngudi viét bai nay thi cau hoi co thé hiéu theo ca hai nghia d6. Nhu thé, Thién Chiia
moi goi Gid-na xem xét lai con gidn ctia dng mot cach thau déo, siu rong, véi nhiéu khia canh,
khién Gio-na “nin”! Trong tinh canh ma Gid-na dang an va, gay ap luc, muén nhat quyét lam
cho ra 18, thi cach hoi va cau hoi ciia Chia c6 18 ciing “khong hién” dau! Roi Gid-na da khong
tra i cau hoi ma ngang budng lang tranh khoi cau chuyén. Ong bo ra ngoai thanh. Va tir day,
lai c6 lién tiép nhitng tinh tiét khién doc gia phai phi cuoi: tir thé bi cong kich, Pirc Chia s&
cho Gi6-na “biét thé nao 1a 18 d6”, thé nao 1a chét va séng. Ngai con lau méi dé Gid-na thanh
thoi “ngdi xem phim 4c dién ra & Ni-ni-vé”! Du Gid-na da yén vi dudi bong mat cta céi 1éu do
minh 1am ra, Chtia van “cang thém cai di” trén dau 6ng va bat dau qué trinh “thao ting tam 1y
céi 130 ctmg dau nay, nhu nguoi doc s& som ching nghiém.

Cau tiép theo cua ban vin cho biét: “Ong ra ngoai thanh va ngdi & phia dong thanh. O d6 6ng
1am mot cai 18u, roi ngdi bén dudi, trong bong mat, dé xem cai gi s& xay ra trong thanh” (c. 5).2!
O day nguoi doc lai co thé bat cudi v6i hinh anh Gid-na dugc mo ta nhu mot dira tré khong noi
khong rang, ving vang bo di khong thém néi chuyén voi Chua nita. Ong t6 ra ngang budng voi
chinh kién ctia minh. Ong cat dat cude ddi thoai, tao khoang cach, khong ném xia dén diéu
Chua goi y, ma gitt lay diéu minh chi tim. Ong d3 di tir phia tiy vao thanh va gid ra khoi thanh
t6i mot chd & phia dong dé cho doi dan thanh Ni-ni-vé s& bi Chua huy diét theo ¥ minh. Gi6-
na lai mudn tron khoi sy hién dién cua Chia béng su di doi vi tri dia ly, béng viéc tao mdt noi
tra an, ngdi xuéng dé cing cb vi tri ¢b thu, va kién quyét mudn thiy diéu minh mudn. Nhung
that hai hudc néu lién hé lai nhitng g1 da Xay ra. Ong dé chay di Téc-sit, tron trong con tau ma
van khong thoat khoi Chua; ong mudn ¢ tht nhung ong da bi truc xuat ong khong mudn Ni-
ni-vé duoc ciru nhung 6ng di thit vong. Vay ma gio day ong con mudn trén tranh Chua bang
nhung hanh dong va phuong tién nho bé do! Tur “thanh phd” duoc lap lai toi 3 1an nhu dé nhan
di nhan lai sy quan tim nhat quyét ctia Gio-na 1a sy sup d6 cua thanh Ni-ni-vé, thay vi suy xét
thay doi thai d6 ctia minh.??

Nhu thé, ngay ¢ phan canh dau, tac gia dd mang tdi cho nguoi doc nhimg pha phi cudi ma & d6
mot loat nhitng tinh tiét 0ai oam khoi hai khién Gio-na hién 1én nhu méot biém hoa vé su gian
ddi, ich ky hep hoi va ngang budng. Nhung c6 1& ngay khi tiéng cudi lang di, dé nhimng khoang
lang cho su suy ngdm, ngudi doc lai nhan théy c6 diéu chi rat nghiém tuc va that tham thia noi
Gi6-na. Ong nhu dang dai dién cho chii nghia dan tdc nhiét thanh thang thin cia it-ra-en. Ong
c6 sy xac tin trung thanh véi truyén thong kinh nghiém vé Thién Chua nhén 4i ban on. Chi la
ong khong thé chip nhan on 4y lai dugc danh cho ké thu ciia dan toc minh 13 Ni-ni-vé. Trong
mot bdi canh lich sir ma ké thu mang qua nhiéu t6i 4c man r¢ v6i dan toc minh, Gié-na cam
thay khong thé chap nhan long thuong x6t huy hoai cong 1y. Yéu cau duogc chét ciia ong & déy,
nhu goi nhé to1 yéu ciucuaE-li-a¢g 1V 19,4, M6-s€ 6 Xh 32,32; Ds 11,15, cua Giop 6 G 6,8-
9, ctia Gié-ré-mi-a & Gr 20,14-18. Tuy Iy do xin chét ciia Gid-na khac cic tién tri kia, nhung n6
ciing thé hién su khén kho ctia ong. Van dé thuc sy nhirc nhdi chir khong don gian. Gia nhu
nguoi doc dat minh trong canh hudng nhu dang chiu sy gidy xéo tan nhin ctia mot dé qudc
hung bao, hay dang chiu su tan sat cia mgt nhoém khing bd di man, hodc ché do diét ching

20 Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application Commentary, 128.

21 C6 hoc gia cho ring cau nay phai nim ngay sau 3,4. Nhung khong nhat thiét phai 1a nhu vay.

22 X, Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 519. Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 31, 914-915. Baldwin,
“Jonah”, 586.
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man ro... ma lai thdy Thién Chiia nhu dang dimg vé phia nhiing ké 4y, va moi goi minh rao
truyén cung ching kién long thuong x6t, on ctru d¢ dugc ban cho nhiing ké ay, thi ngudi doc
cam thay thé nao? Gid-na ¢ day dang bi cham biém cuoi cot, hay dang duoc théng hiéu va dong
cam???

Tro lai véi cau chuyén, trudc cau hoi cua Chua, Gid-na bo ra ngoai thanh, va Thién Chua khong
bo cude. Ngai lai [8o déo theo Gio-na. Ngai tim cach dé noi lai cau chuyén véi 6ng va Ngai
hanh dong dé gui tdi dng mot bai hoc trai nghiém.

2. Thién Chiia Giri Téi Gié-na Bai Hoc Trdi Nghiém Véi Cay Thau Dau (Ce. 6-8a)

Néu nhu & phan trude, Chia khién gio bao ap vao thuyén cua doan thuy thu co chira Gid-na,
sai khién mot con ca 1on nudt ong va mira 6ng 1én bo, thi & ddy Ngai lai c6 nhiing sai khién
khéc vé6i thién nhién. Dau tién, “PUC CHUA 1a Thién Chta khién mot cay thau dau moc lén &
phia trén ong Gid-na dé c6 boéng mat che dau 6ng, hau lam ong hét budn buc. Ong Gid-na vui,
vui 1dm vi cdy thau dau” (c.6). Thuc ra “cdy thau dau” trong ban van gdc 1a 17p°p chi xuat hién
duy nhét ¢ day va khong thé duoc xac dinh rd 13 loai cdy gi. Nguoi doc chi co thé doan biét 1a
loai cay nay co thé moc rat nhanh va c6 14 hay tan 14 16n, nhu tdc dung ctia n6 dugc cau van
trinh bay rét rd rang va dang chd y: “dé c6 bong mat che dau ong”. Han cin 1éu ma Gid-na dyng
trong vung dat Ludng Ha, von khan hiém vat liéu dé 1am mai, di khong thé dam bao che ning
cho 6ng. Viéc tranh khoi anh nang 1a van dé 16n v6i 6ng lac nay. Va khi 4y chi co cay thau dau
Chua ban mdi tao ra bong mat che cho 6ng. Nhung khong chi vy, cau van con ndéi thém la
“hau 1am ong hét budn buc”. O day, tir “tirc gian” 7y tiép tuc xuat hién cung 16i choi chit.
“Lam cho hét budn buc” cling 1a lam cho “thoat khdi su bde chéy”, “thoat khoi sy dit/tai hoa”.
Ciing nhu doan thuy thu va dan Ni-ni-vé da duoc Chua ctru khoi sy dit, Thién Chta dang mudn
ciru Gid-na khoi sy dir. Cai choi nhu dé dinh vi cho théy con nguoi cua ong la thé nao, va cai
cay nhu dé ctru dng khoi chinh céi t6i d6 ctia 6ng. Roi cau vin mo ta ong “vui thich, vui thich
1am”. Tir “vui thich” xuat hién hai 1an lién va khong xuét hién ¢ dau khac. Duong nhu cai cdy
Chua gtri t6i da thay d6i duoc Gio-na, thay thé sy tirc gian cua ong bang niém vui.?*

Tuy nhién dé ciru Gio-na khoi sy dit, dé mang t6i cho 6ng bai hoc trai nghiém quan trong, Thién
Chua tiép tuc hanh dong: “Nhung hém sau, khi himg dong 16 rang, Thién Chtia khién mét con
sdu can cdy thau dau va ciy bi héo (c. 7). Khong biét loai sdu ndy cu thé 1a sau gi, tc d6 an cay
clia nd ra sao va cdy O day dé bj chét thé nao, chi biét hé qua 1a ciy da bi héo tuc thi. Va tir
“héo” W ¢ day da nhu lam vong lai tir “dat kho™/ a2 trong 10i tuyén xung dirc tin ban dau
ctia Gié-na (1,9), noi ma cac thuy thi tuyét vong chéo thuyén dén (1,13) va noi ma con cé 16n
da nén Gid-na ra (2,10). Nhu thé, sy “héo tan” & day lai nhu bdo hi€u hanh dong cua Chua
hudng dén sy gidi ciru Gid-na. R6i “khi mat trdi moc, Thién Chua cho ¢6 mot con gi6 dong
nong bong, va mit troi gidi nang xudng dau 6ng Gid-na; 6ng ngét xiu va xin cho minh dugc
chét” (c.8a, 8b). Gid-na di co du thoi gian dé trai nghiém, tan hudng niém vui thich tir bong
mat cta cdy thau dau dem lai cho 6ng. Pé r6i khi cay héo khong con kha ning che ning, con
gi6 dong néng va mit troi di tan cong ddu 6ng khién 6ng x4y xam va cam thiy khon khé dén
ndi phai thét 1én 101 xin chét. Cac nha nghién ctru cho biét noi ving dat Gid-na dang & bay gio

23 Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application Commentary, 28-33, 127-129. Stuart, Hosea-
Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 31, 911.
24 X Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 520-521.
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thuc sy c6 nhitng con gid dong noéng cuing anh nang mat troi gay git dén do c6 thé gay ton hai
anh huong nghiém trong téi thé 1y va tdm than cua con ngudi. Tu “tan cong” M ¢ cau trén

danh cho cay thau dau duoc dung lai & day danh cho Gid-na. Va 101 xin chét cua Gid-na lam
vong lai 161 cau nguyén cta ong ¢ ¢. 3.2

C6 18 & nhimg tinh tiét nay, nguoi doc cling dd phai phi cudi. Boi doan vin trinh thuat Thién
Chua nhu that 04i odm, vira tim cach dd danh Gié-na 1am 6ng thy thoai mai vui vé, roi lai choc
gheo Gib-na 1am cho 6ng khé sé va ndi gian. Con Gid-na hién 1én nhu daa tré budn vui ndi
gidn xoay quanh mong mudn ciia ban than minh. Béi c¢6 mot sy chuyén doi tm trang va cam
xtc rat nhanh noi Gid-na. Dang tir sy ham huc buc tirc, ban tdm cho dgi thanh Ni-ni-vé bi tiéu
diét, Gid-na lién cam thay vui thich voi bong mat cua cdy thau dau Chia giri toi. Rdi ngay sau
do, ong lai 1ap tirc gidy nay doi chét khi ciy thau dau bi kho héo va gié néng cung mit troi tan
cong ong. Bat ké diéu 16n hay nho (v6i Ni-ni-vé hay ciy thau dau), ciru vot hay huy diét, cir
trai y ong 1a 6ng ndi gian doi chét. Ong nhu tré thanh birc tranh hi hoa bi chdm biém béi su ich
ky cta ong.

Nhung dang sau tiéng phi cudi, néu ngdm k¥ ngudi doc ¢6 thé nhan ra tac gia ban vin nhu dang
mudn dung nhitng chi tiét cuong diéu hai hudc ay véi dung ¥ 1am ndi bat nhitng diéu quan
trong. Nhitng hanh dong ¢ day, voi tac nhan 1a Thién Chua, thuc su 1a cach thirc ma Ngai mudn
dé dua Gib-na quay vé cudc ddi thoai ban dau, va dé gidi thoat Gid-na. Pac biét, nhiing goc
canh khéac cta dung mao Gid-na ngay trong chinh tinh tiét ciia doan nay nhu con dang bi che
khuit, ngdm moi goi doc gia chd doi vén man. Tinh tiét tinh té nay dwoc Phyllis Trible goi y:
ba su kién véi ba hanh dong dugc mo ta theo cung mat cAu tric va nhitng tir vung dugc 1dp lai.
MB&i sy kién bat dau véi mot su sai khién chi dinh ctia Thién Chua (cdy thau dau, con sau, mit
troi voi con gio dong néng). Roi mdi su kién mang lai mot hé qua. Cay thau dau che mat cho
Gid-na; con sau lam chét cay thau dau va mat troi voi con gié dong nong doi xudng dau lam
Gi6-na xdy xam. Tuy nhién ciing c6 mot su khac biét dang chu y 1a: trong khi cay thau dau che
bong mat khién Gid-na vui thich, mit troi v6i gié dong nong lam Gid-na xdy xam va xin dugc
chét, thi viéc cay thau dau chét lai khong cho biét phan (mg ctia Gio-na thé nao. Diéu nay chi
dugc tiét 16 trong nhitng cau cudi ciing.26 Qua thyc, ngudi viét nhan thdy néu nhu c. 6 (Thién
Chua khién cdy thau diu moc dé che mat cho diu Gid-na va da gy cho 6ng sy vui thich) 1a su
dbi xtmg véi c. 8a, 8b (Thién Chua khién gio va mit troi tin cong ddu Gid-na, khién éng xay
xam va xin chét), thi tryc tim ddi xtmg chinh 14 c. 7 (Thién Chua khién sau cin cay thau dau
chét). O day c6 su ham chira yéu té then chét ma nguoi doc phai to mo cho doi sy vén man &
canh sau cung.

3. Cudc Péi Thoai Puoc Néi Lai Va Nhitng Loi Sau Cudi Ciia Thién Chila (Cc. 8c-11)

Nhitng hanh dong & trén ciia Chua da giup ndi lai cudc ddi thoai gitra Gié-na va Ngai. Gié-na
duoc dua tré vé dé y thuc duogc viéc duong dau v&i van nan hién tai cua ong, tirc 1a y nghia cia
con tic gian. Bay gio Gio-na lai kéu 1én: “Tha con chét con hon 1a séng” (c. 8c). Loi nay lip
lai 101 nguyén ctia 6ng trong cudc thoai trude do (c. 3). Rdi Chua ciing hoi lai 6ng cau hoi nhu
trude (c. 4), nhung lan nay cau hoi c6 néu thém nguyén do cu thé cho con gian: “Nguoi noi

25 X. Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 521. Bruckner, Jonah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, The NIV Application
Commentary, 131. Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, Word Biblical Commentary Volume 31, 915-917.
26 X Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 520.
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gian vi cay thau dau nhu thé c6 Iy khong?” (c. 9). Va lan nay Gi6-na khong thinh ling bo di
nira, ma 6ng thira nhan va tra 101 rd rang: “Con c6 ly dé ndi gian dén chét duoc?” Loi phét biéu
khong nhitng khang dinh “c6” ma con nhu kién quyét, nhan manh thém & chd “dén chét duoc”.
C6 quan diém binh giai cho rang day 1a cau tra 101 hoan toan khong dugc mong doi cho cau hoi
tu tir cia Chiia.2” Tuy nhién theo ngudi viét, xét nhu trai nghiém dé rat ra nhiig bai hoc dang
sau, co 1€ day la cau trd 161 ma Chuaa mudn Gié-na thdt 1én, dé chinh 10 éy cua ong, mot cach
trg tréu hai hude, lai tré thanh 101 t6 cdo nhitng sy vo 1y ctia 6ng. Cu thé véi cau tra 1oi Ay Giob-
na s& phai d6i dién voi nhiéu chéat van. Néu nhu 6ng da trai nghiém niém vui thich vi dwoc Chtia
ban cho cay thau dau dé che mat giai ctru 6ng khoi tai hoa, thi chang phai s& 1a vo 1y khi 6ng
tirc gian trude su tha thir giai thoat ma Chiia danh cho Ni-ni-vé sao? Néu nhu ong da cam thay
tirc gian dén chét khi cay thau dau bi tiéu diét dé cho 6ng kho s& vi gid nong va mit troi tan
cong 6ng, thi chang phai viéc 6ng vui thich muén thdy Ni-ni-vé bi tin cong tiéu diét s& tré thanh
mot sy vo 1y va mau thuin hay sao? Néu ong da trai nghiém Thién Chtia méi 13 Pang sang tao
dung nén van vat va cé tu do ban diéu nay cAt diéu kia cho ngudi nao Ngai mudn, thi viéc ong
doi Chua phai ban on giai thoat cho minh va han ché diéu d6 vé6i ké khéc c6 phai 13 mot su vo
ly khong?

Gio-na can mot bai hoc truc quan sinh dong. O c. 4, Chta hoi Gio-na ngén gon: “Nguoi ndi
gian nhu thé co 1y khong?” Gi6-na khong tra 11 duoc vi qua that, “cai Iy ciia ong 14 cai Iy vu
vo. O c. 9, Chua lap lai cdu hoi va “mém cung” cho Gi6-na bang cach thém cum tir “vi cy thau
dau”, tirc cai cdy ma trude 6 Chiia da “dau tu” nhu thé ngudi ta lam cai “gido cu thi nghiém”
cho hoc trd Gié-na d& hiéu hon. Thé 1a Gi6-na roi tdm vao “céai bay” nay khi voi v cing cb
cho “cai Iy Chi Phéo” hay 4n va qua viéc doi chét hét 1an nay dén lan khac cua minh. Tat ca
nhu thé mot qua trinh “lap dan, 1én nong” rat bai ban, chi con chd mot ¢t “bop co” (Gn 4,10-
11) dé ban tan “cai to6i budng binh” ciia Gid-na.

Tuy nhién, xem ra quan diém 1ap luan cta Gié-na dya trén cong 1y van manh mé, cuong quyét
va nhat quan: Chaa c6 thé ban on giai thoat cho éng ciing nhu dén toc [t-ra-en vi 6ng ciing nhu
dan toc It-ra-en 1a dan riéng tuyén chon cua Chuia, nhung v6i dan Ni-ni-vé thi khong thé dugc
vi chiing 1 dan ngoai gido va con ké thu qua di man tan 4c cua {t-ra-en. Dé roi, tir chinh trai
nghiém cua Gio-na, Thién Chua d khién 6ng phai duong dau, gidng co va chit van boi lap
luan cua long thuong xot tric an. Nhitng 10i sau cubi ciia Chua géi trong hai cAu vén 16 nhiéu
diéu dic biét nhu nhiing thong diép sau sic va dot pha nhat:

PUC CHUA phén: “Nguoi, nguoi thwong hai ciy thau dau ma nguoi d khong vat va vi né, va
khong 1am cho n6 16n 1én; trong mot dém né da sinh ra, roi trong mot dém lai chét di. Con Ta,
chang 1& Ta lai khong thuong hai Ni-ni-vé, thanh phd 16n, trong d6 c6 hon mét trim hai muoi
ngan nguoi khong phan biét dugce bén phai vdi bén trai, va lai ¢ rat nhiéu thi vat hay sao?”
(cc. 10-11)

Nhu Magonet chi ra, nhitng 16i phat biéu ctia Chua & day 1a mot su ddi xtimg can ddi véi 1o
phat biéu cta Gio-na & c. 2 (ca hai déu c6 diing 39 tir) nhu mot cau tra 10i tin can thau dao cho
phan Gmg va van nan cua Gi6-na.2® Con theo Phyllis Trible & ddy c6 mot cau trac dic biét cho
thdy twong quan d6i xtng twong phan trong ndi dung cta hai cau, gitp 1am ndi bat y nghia

27 X. Trent C. Butler, Holman Old Testament Commentary - Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, ed. Max Anders
(Nashville, Tenn: Holman Reference, 2005), 368 (pdf).
28 X. Magonet, Form and Meaning, 56.
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thong diép duoc chuyén tai. Ca hai cau déu chira ménh dé doc lap theo sau 1a ménh dé quan hé.
O ménh d& doc lap, dai tr nhan xung “nguoi” va “Ta” lan luot nhidn manh Gi6-na va Thién
Chua, v6i dong tir duge dung cho ca hai 1a “thuong hai”. Tuy nhién d6i twong thuong hai cua
Gi6-na 1a ciy thau dau va di tugng thuong hai ciia Chia 14 thanh Ni-ni-vé. Hai ménh dé nay
tao thanh su song ddi A va A’. Hai ménh dé quan h¢ cling tao thanh sy song doi, trong do su
tuong phan va ddi xtng giira ddi twong thuong hai ctia Gié-na va Chua duoc thé hién. Thi nhét
1a su twong phan vé kich c& sb lugng va gia tri: cdy “ma nguoi da khong vat va vi nd va khong
lam cho né 16n 1én”- B, twong phan véi thanh Ni-ni-vé, “thanh phd 16n, trong dé c¢6 hon mot
tram hai muoi ngan ngudi” — B’. Thir hai 12 dbi xtmg vé pham chat: mét cay phu du non ndt vo
tri “trong mQt dém sinh nd da sinh ra 1oi trong mot dém lai chét di” (dich sat nghia den 1a “con
ctia mot dém” — C ddi voi doan dan “khong phan biét v4i bén phai véi bén trai” - C’. Tur “chét”/
728 & day da xuat hién 3 1an khi néi vé hy vong va 15i cau khan cho khoi chét ciia cac thuy tha
va vua Ni-ni-vé (1,6.14; 3,9). Va & ddy, né nhu mot ct hich goi nhé t6i sy thong kho va khao
khat duoc thoat chét ctia bao con ngudi. Con “khéng phan biét tréi phai” & day c6 thé hicu 1a
kho dai, thiéu sy phan dinh chin chan theo dudng 16i Chiia. Va & cudi cau tha hai ¢6 thém sy
mo ta mo rong vé thanh 1a “c6 rat nhiéu tha vat” — D, nhu trong am cudi cang lam tang su tuong
phan gifta cai “16n” clia Ni-ni-vé so voi cdy thau dau. N6 “1on” vé dan chung, do thi va véi su
bao ham ca v s6 dong thyc vat thién nhién trong d6.%

Trible ciing nhan thiy sy thiéu can bang giita hai cau: cau tuong thuat (c.10) chi c6 mudi sau
tir, nhu tao tién d& cho hai muoi ba tir ciia cdu nghi van (c. 11). Piéu nay phu hop véi dung ¥
tao strc nang cua lap luan. N¢6 1a su chuyén dong tr “nho” dén “16n”, mot dang 1ap luan ma
trong tiéng Latin goi 14 @ minori ad maius va trong tiéng Do-thai goi 13 gal wahomer. Kiéu lap
luan nay cting kha phé bién trong Kinh Thanh (xem Pnl 31,27;2 V 5,13; Mt 6,30; 10,31; 12,12;
Lc 12,24). Nguoi viét hiéu né 1a dang 14p luan theo kiéu néi vé cai nho trude (Iong thuong hai
Gio6-na danh cho cy thau dau) nhu “ban dap” dé tién t6i su thuyét phuc khi néi vé cai 16n (1ong
thuong hai Chaa danh cho Ni-ni-vé). Su song ddi twong phan rd rang da tao nén mot sirc ning
va tinh thuyét phuc manh mé cho 1ap luan. Néu nhu Gio-na thuong hai cho cai chét cua mot
cdy thau dau nho bé phu du ma 6ng khong lién hé gi, thi chang 1& Thién Chua lai khong quan
tam thuong xot toi ca mot thanh Ni-ni-vé rong 1on véi bao con ngudi cling vo sb dong thuc vat
dang thuong trong do sao!3°

Va dac biét, “thuong hai” hay thuong x6t/ 011 chinh la diém mAu chdt va nhu mot tia sang bat
1én & day. Nhu da phan tich ¢ trén, 0117 1a “da me”, 1a nhan tur tric n, mot thudc tinh cta Thién
Chaa, 1a thai d¢ Chua dang danh cho Ni-ni-vé. Nhung ¢ day, Loi Chua dugce dung cho Gio-na.
Phyllis Trible d tinh té phat hién n6 chinh 13 théng tin bi tri hodn & cau 7, va da cung cap nhiing
anh sang lam td 10 nhiing y nghia méi cho cau chuyén. Thuc vay, nhu da néu ¢ trén, khi cay

29 And said Yhwh,
A You, you pitied for the plant,
B which you did not plant and did not cause to be great,
C which became a child of the night and perished a child of the night.
A’ And |, shall not I pity for Nineveh the great city
B’ which [has] in it many more than one hundred and twenty thousand humans
C” who do not know between his right hand and his left
D and animal[s] many?
X. Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 522.

30X, Phyllis Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 522. James Limburg, Jonah, 97.
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thau dau bi chét héo, cau chuyén da khong ghi lai phan tng cua Gio-na va dé lai mot khoang
tréng. Chi dén déy, khoang trong méi dugc lap day boi 101 dang tin cay nhat 14 10i cta Thién
Chua. Ngai da néi véi Gio-na: “Nguoi, nguoi da thuong hai ciy thau dau”. Khong giéng nhu
phan tmg vui mimg va tirc gian (c. 6, 8), 1ong thuong hai & ddy 1a 1ong tric an v6 tu, khong ich
ky. Nhu thé, diéu ndy dd mé rong goc nhin, gitup nguoi doc vuot khoi birc chan dung mot chiéu
vé Gib-na. Gid-na dau phai chi co mdi sy tirc gian, chi nhu khuén mau vé su bét tuan va ich ky,
hay chi 1a mot birc biém hoa dé cham biém va hai hudc! Ong cling ¢6 long thuong x4t tric an.
Du cho diéu d6 chi 4n tang thoang 16e 1én, thi Thién Chua ciing da chop bat duoc. Dé rdi, trai
nghiém bé bé nhung that quy bau vé long thuong x6t trac an (chir khong phai su ndi gian, tinh
cong bang, cong 1y) ciia Gio-na di tré thanh tién d& dé Thién Chua 1ap luan vé 1ong thuong xot
ctia Ngai d6i v6i Ni-ni-vé. Va lap luan nay ciing mo rong su t6 16 vé chinh Thién Chaa. Néu
nhu trude day, Chua da héi tiée khong giang hoa vi Ni-ni-vé da an nan (3,10; 4,2), thi bay gio
Thién Chiia con to ra cho thdy long thuong x6t cia Ngai doc 1ap voi su an nin, vuot qua su
xtng dang cia Ni-ni-vé.3! D6 1a 1ong thwong va tinh yéu thuc su vo diéu kién.

Trudce cau hoi cua Thién Chua, cau chuyén dung lai, nhung khong két thic, dé lai mot khoang
mé. Hay c6 thé noi né 1a mot két thilc mé giéng nhu két thiic cia cau chuyén du ngdn “Ngudi
con hoang dang” & Lc 15,11-32. Du ngdn ngudi con hoang dang ¢ Tin Mung ciing két thuc véi
canh Nguoi Cha chay ra ti t€ nan ni nguoi anh cd vao nha, don nhan ngudi em thir an nan trd
vé v6i tAm 10ng nhan hau cua Ngudi Cha. Anh ciing duoc giai thich rang ngudi con thtr duge
nhan 16ng thurong x6t, su tha thir khong phai vi anh di lam gi ximg déng, ma chi vi Cha van coi
anh la con va ban on hué¢ nhung khong. Va chinh ngudi con ca cling nhan dugc dugc tinh yéu
nhung khong iy biy lau. Roi cau chuyén khép lai ma khong cho biét anh dép lai Cha thé nao.
Ciing giéng nhu nguoi anh ca, dé hiéu duoc su tha thir ciia Chia danh cho Ni-ni-vé, dé duge
giai thoat khoi sy dit, dé thuc su co dugc diéu tét dep, Gid-na dwgc moi goi mic 1dy tim tinh
thuong x6t thanh thiéng cing voi tinh yéu nhung khong cua Thién Chua danh cho tat ca cac
tao vat ctia Ngai, bat luan chiing thé nao. Cau chuyén dimg lai ma khong cho biét Gio-na s&
phan tng dap lai 161 ngo, 10i thd 16 gidi bay Ay cua Thién Chua thé nao. Diéu nay lai khién
ngudi doc c6 thé cam thiy Gid-na nhu bién mat, dé dat vao d6 1a chinh ban than minh phai ddi
dién véi 161 Chua. Nguoi doc cam thay nhu Chiia dang ngo 101 truc tiép véi chinh minh va moi
goi minh suy ngdm d4p tra. Mudn pha v& sy thinh ling cia Gié-na & ddy, ngudi doc phai tu
minh dap tra!??

Téi day, bai viét xin dugc rit ra mot vai phan tinh 4p dung than hoc tir nhitng gi di phan tich
trong chuong sach nay.
Phan Tinh Ap Dung Than Hoc

1. Tinh Khong Bién Gi61 Trong Long Thuong X6t Cua Thién Chta

Ttr nhitng phéan tich trén, nguoi viét nhan théy su doc sang va cach mang trong thong diép than
hoc ctia sach Gid-na ndi chung va chuong 4 noi riéng, trudc hét, chinh 13 viéc néi vé tinh khong
bién gidi noi long thuong x4t cua Thién Chua. Thuc vay, nhu da phan tich, 161 tuyén xung cua
Gid-na cho thay, vao thoi ciia 6ng kinh nghiém va nhan thirc vé mot Thién Chiia 1a Pang nhan

31 X. Phyllis Trible, "The Book of Jonah", 523-524.

32 X. David L. Bartlett, The New Interpreter’s Bible One-Volume Commentary, ed. Beverly Roberts Gaventa and David
L. Petersen, 1st Edition, 1st Printing (Nashville, Tenn: Abingdon Press, 2010), 1114 (pdf).

56



CSL - ISSN: 2771-1412 Catholic Science & Life Vol. 6, No. 2, 2025

héu tir bi, giau 10ng thuong x6t, san sang tha thir d bén ré siu va trd thanh niém xac tin trong
truyén thong ctia dan {t-ra-en (c. 2). Tuy nhién, nhitng phan (mg quyét liét chong lai viéc Chuia
thuong x6t tha thtr cho Ni-ni-vé ctia 6ng lai cho thay truyén thong 4y di gi6i han long thuong
x6t ctia Chiia trong nhiing “bién cwong” ctia qubc gia dan tdc, ctia chinh tri, ctia ton gido va dao
durc... Theo d6, tu tuong ciia Gid-na, ciing 1a dai dién cho tu twéng ctia mot truyén thong trong
thoi dai 6ng, von cho rang Thién Chua chi dugc ban on t6 long thuwong x6t v6i dan Nguoi tuyén
chon 1a dan thanh {t-ra-en ma théi. Tuyét d6i khong c6 chuyén long thuong x6t 4y dugc ban
cho dan ngoai, dan toi 16i va dic biét 1a nhitng dé quéc tan ac toi 164, thu nghich ctua ft-ra-en
nhu At-sua. Trong bdi canh ay, thong diép thuc su mang tinh cach mang duoc vang 1én tir ban
van la: tinh yéu va 1ong thuong x6t ctia Thién Chua khong hé co gidi han. Ca Gio-na ciing nhu
ft-ra-en, va ca céac thuy thu cung thanh Ni-ni-vé ngoai gido, toi 16i, tham chi cing hét thay van
vat sinh linh, déu 1a ddi tuong cta long thwong x6t Chuia.3® Khong ai ¢6 quyén gidi han long
thuong x6t Chua. Viée giéi han d6 sé 1a tai hoa t6i té, thay vi nay sinh nhitng diéu thién hao tét
dep. On ctru d6 cua Chua 1a phé quat cho toan thé con nguoi va van vat.

Va 1ong thuong xo6t khong bién gidi, vuot 18 cong binh ti nhién, ciing on ciru do phd quat ciing
chinh 14 thong diép thim dAm trong Tan U'dc, noi chinh 1a dung mao, cudc doi va sit mang clia
Chua Gié-su Ki-td. Chinh cudc doi cua Chiia Gié-su di to ra Ngai 1a Dang Mé-si-a dén dé tng
nghiém 151 tién bao cua I-sai-a: “... loan bao Tin Mirng cho ké nghéo hén,... cong bd cho ké bi
giam cAm biét ho duoc tha, cho nguoi mu biét ho duge sang mat, tra lai tu do cho nguoi bi ap
buc, cong bd mot nam hdng an cua Thién Chua” (Lc 4,17-19). Va Ngai xac dinh: “Ta dén
khong phai dé kéu goi nguoi céng chinh, nhung 1a dé kéu goi ngudi t6i 16i” (Mt 9,13). Theo
d6, Ngai dd ludn thao thuc khong ngimg dé di xa hon, t6i v6i nhiéu nguoi hon, ciru hét thay
nhan loai, ké ca nhitng dan ngoai. Khi moi nguoi mudn niu gitt Nguoi & mot chd, Chua Gié-su
no6i voi cac mon dé: “Chung ta hiy di noi khac, dén cac lang x3 xung quanh, dé Thay con rao
giang & d6 nita, vi Thay ra di c6t dé lam viéc d6”. Nguoi di khip mién Ga-li-18, rao giang trong
cac hoi dudng ciia ho, va trir quy (Mc 1,38-39; Lc 4,42-44). Ngai da khong ngai tién vao ving
dat & Sa-ma-ri dé trd chuyén v6i ngudi phu nit bén bo giéng (Ga, 4,1-26). Ngai sén sang chita
lanh con gai ngudi dan ba x{r Ca-na-an vung Tia (Mt 15,21-28; Mc 7,24-30), ciing nhu san sang
chita lanh cho nguoi déy t&d cia mot vién dai doi trudng dan ngoai (Mt 8,5-13). Dac biét, mot
bai hoc ¢6 1& 16n va kho nhit ma Chtia Gié-su day cic mon dé la: “Hay yéu thuong ké thu”, hiy
nén hoan thién nhu Cha 13 Pang “cho mit troi cuia Nguoi moc 1én soi sang ké xau ciing nhu
ngudi tot, va cho mua xudng trén nguoi cong chinh ciing nhu ké bat chinh” (Mt 5,43-48). Dé
101, trong cudc khd nan, Ngai da chira 1anh cho tén linh bi chém dut tai (Lc 22,51). Khi hép hoi
trén thap gia, Chiia dd ciu nguyén xin on tha thir cho nhiing ké tan sat minh vi ho “khéng biét”
(Lc 23,34). Khi phuc sinh, Chua dé ban 1énh truyén cho cac mon dé phai di t6i tan cung trai dat
dé loan bao Tin Mung cho moi dan toc (Cv 1,8) va ca dan ngoai cling dugc on ctu do (Cv
11,18)...3* Nhu thé, rd rang noi Chtia Gié-su, tinh v6 bién cua long thuong x4t ciing nhu on
ctru do phd quat trong Gid-na dugce t6 16 tran day.

Véi Gido hoi va con ngudi ngdy nay, thong diép nay van ludn 13 161 moi goi thic bach va thach
d6 16n. Thuc trang Gido hoi ndi chung va Gido hoi Viét Nam ngay nay cho thdy: Nguoi Ki-to
hitu dé roi vao su khép kin trong ving an toan cia xur dao, hoi doan cia minh, chi chdm lo cho
cac nhu cau riéng tu cia minh, ma it dé y dén than cho cac cong cudc truyén gio, giao luu dbi

33X, Limburg, Jonah, 34-35.
34 X. Nguyén Van Hbi, Gi6-Na Vi Ngon Sir Khic Nguoi, 139-147.
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thoai c6i mé v6i nhitng ngudi chua co dao hay ton gido ban dé chia sé Tin Ming ctru do va
long thuong x6t Chua. Trong bdi canh nay, Ptrc Thanh Cha Phanxicé da c6 nhiing nhimng 15
kéu goi that tha thiét. Ngai kéu goi mot Gido hoi phai biét “ra khoi minh”, dam t6i nhitng “bién
cuong méi” dé tim kiém gip g& con ngudi, dac biét nhitng nguoi nghéo kho, “nhimg con chién
lac”, nhu Chuia Gié-su da ra khoi minh vi chiing ta.3s Qua thuc, mdi ngudi Ki-t6 hitu déu duoc
moi goi dé 1anh nhén dic an ngon su 1a tréd nén khi cu cta Chua, loan bao str di€p long Chua
x6t thwong, on ciru @6 cho moi ngudi. Thach d6 1a chuyén tir viée 1y minh 1am trung tim sang
ldy Chtia Iam trung tim, tir bo nhirng thanh kién, tu tudng han hep...3¢ Mit khéc, viéc vuot qua
nhirng ndi dau, su t6n thuong mat mat do tdi 4c chién tranh chinh tri, do bat hoa han thu, ngin
cach t6n gido, dé tha thtr, yéu thuong va gidi bay 1ong thwong x6t ctia Chia qua 1a mot thach
db rat thuc va khé vuot qua. Co 18 nhimg ngudi da phai trai qua nhitng bién ¢6 chinh tri dau
thuong mat mat & Viét Nam c6 thé d& dang cam nhan thach d6 nay. Dé lam duoc diéu nay thuc
phai can mot doi sdng nguyén ngam that sau hau c6 thé kin mic on chira lanh va trg luc tir
Chua, c6 thé mic 1ay chinh tdm tinh thao thirc va long thuong x6t thanh thiéng ctia Ngai.

2. Tinh Nhung Khong Noi Long Thuong Xot Cua Thién Chua

Cung v&i tinh khong bién gidi, tinh nhung khong ciing 1a mot diém doc sang va cach mang cua
ban van Gid-na khi noi vé long thwong x6t ctia Thién Chiia. Nhu da phén tich & trén, nhiing
phan tng cta Gid-na con cho thay tu tuong truyén thong khong nhiing giéi han, ma con nhu
da dong khung 10ng thuong x6t cta Thién Chua theo kiéu “long thuong x6t co diéu kién”.
Chang boi thé ma Gid-na cam thiy minh duoc ban cho bong mat cua cdy thau dau 1a dwong
nhién va viéc mat di bong mat 4y, viéc gié nong va mit troi tin cong ong 13 diéu dang ndi gian
dén chét. Trong khi d6 trai nguoc lai viéc Ni-ni-vé bi huy diét 1a thich dang, viéc cho Ni-ni-vé
t6i 161 huong su khoan dung 1a dang ndi gian dén chét. Hon nira, ngay ca trong gia dinh Ni-ni-
vé dugc tha thtr thi chi 13 do sy dn nin hoan cai (phat biéu cta éng & cau 2). Phan tng cta Gid-
na nhu 13 dai dién phan anh quan niém truyén thong cua {t-ra-en. Ay la quan niém bj anh huong
sdu sac boi cai khung than hoc “toi phat, h6i ctru”: Thién Chiia chi thwong x6t nhiing nguoi
dugc coi 1a cong chinh thanh thién, Thién Chaa chi thuong x6t khi con ngudi biét hoan cai an
nan. Giira truyén thong 4y, thong diép ctia Chiia ¢ ddy vang 1én nhu mot sy dot pha: Thién Chua
thuong x6t yéu thuong con ngudi mot cach hoan toan nhung khong. Thién Chua da ban cho
Gi6-na bong mat ciy thau diu ma 6ng hoan toan khong bo chut cong sirc nao cho né. Thién
Chua ciing thuong x6t tha thit cho Ni-ni-vé hoan toan vi 1ong trac 4n véi thy tao “khong phan
biét tay phai tay trai” ciia Ngai, chir khong phai vi sy an nin héi cai ciia thanh. Ca Gid-na, dan
ft-ra-en va Ni-ni-vé déu nhan duoc long thuong x6t yéu thuong dju dang ctua Thién Chiia mot
cach hoan toan nhung khong, khong do cong trang hay su xting dang cia ho. Su dn nan hoan
cai ¢6 la diéu kién dé con nguoi lanh nhan on ctru @6 cta Thién Chua thi phai theo nghia do 1a
sy md ra cia con nguoi dé cong tac 1anh nhan an sung. Thuc té, Thién Chia ludn ludn di budc
truwde, dd ban an sung va on tha thr trudc khi con ngudi hoan cai roi. Tham chi ngay ca nd luc
hoén cai cong tac Ay ciing 1a nam trong an sting Chiia. An stng 4y hoan toan vuot xa sy ximg
dang ctia con nguoi.

35 X. Ptec Phanxico, Gido Hoi Giau Long Thuong X6t, ngudi dich Augustine Nguyén Minh Triéu, S.J. (HN: Tén Giao,
2015), 96. 11-112.
36 Butler, Holman Old Testament Commentary - Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 370-372.
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Va téi Tan Udc, chinh Chua Gié-su 1a mac khai tron ddy sang rd vé dung mao ctia 1ong thuong
x6t vo diéu kién nay. Thyc vay, trong Tin Mung, Chua Gié-su ting ké cau chuyén du ngén tén
mic ng khong biét thwong x6t (Mt 18,21-35), vé ngudi con hoang dang (Lc 15,11-32), vé hai
ngudi 1én dén thd ciu nguyén (Lc 18,9-14), Ngai ciing nhéc lai cdu chuyén Gib-na véi thanh
Ni-ni-vé dé canh bao nguoi Phariséu va Kinh su (Mt 12,38-41; Lc 11,29-32)... Qua d6, Tin
Mumg cho thay khéng it 1an Chtia Gié-su da to cho cac kinh su va Pha-ri-séu ciing nhu moi
nguoi biét: chinh ho 13 nhimg nguoi duoc huong on hué long thuong xot nhung khong cua
Thién Chiia, khong phai do cong trang hay su ximg dang ctia ho, nhung néu ho tu cho ban than
c6 cong trang ximg dang hay coi khinh ké khéac thi chinh ho sé& trd nén bat hanh, chinh ho 1a
nguoi can phai hoan cai. Bang sy yéu thwong, tha thi va chita lanh cho cac t6i nhan, Chtia Gié-
su mac khai long thuong x6t va tinh yéu, nhung khong, nhu 16i cong bd tham tin ciia Thanh
Phao-16: “Pirc Ki-to di chét vi chiing ta, ngay khi chtng ta con 14 nhiing t6i nhan” (Rm 5,8).

Véi Gido hoi va con ngudi ngay nay, thong diép nay ciing van ludn 1a 161 nhic nhé can phai ¥
thirc, nghién ngim va thim thu. Trong doi séng, nguoi Kitd hitu co thé roi vao thai cuc. Mot
13 qua ¥ lai vao on Chua, lam dung 1ong thuong x6t ctia Chua, dan dén budng tha thiéu c¢b gang
trong doi séng dtrc tin. Nhung mdt thai cuc khéc, ngugc lai, 1a viée qua dua vao sy phén dau,
cong trang theo kiéu “dao cong nghiép” cua ban than. Theo thai cuc ndy, ngudi Kitd hiru s&
mat ¥ thuc vé an sung, dan dén su ty man vé ban than va coi khinh nguoi khac. Boi séng dao
va dic tin truong thanh doi hoi ngudi Kitd mot mit ¢b ging cong tac véi an sung, nhung mit
khéc phai ludén y thue long thuong x6t va on ctru @6 cuia Chua, ludén 1a an sing nhung khong
phai ctia Thién Chua.
3. ViTriVai Tro Cua Thién Nhién Trong Ké Hoach Ciru B Ciia Chita

Mot théng diép mang tinh cdch mang nira, trong d6 tac pham Gid-na c6 thé dugc nhin nhén 1a
thong diép vé méi sinh. C6 1& chua ¢ noi nao trong ban van cua Kinh Thanh ma nhimng hinh
anh thién nhién lai hién 1én mot cach séng dong va y nghia nhu & ban vin da phan tich. O day,
cac yéu to thién nhién tir cdy thau dau, con sdu, con gié, mat troi (trude d6 1a song, mua bio,
c4) duoc md ta hoan toan vang theo ménh 1énh ciia Thién Chua dé giri toi cho Gi6-na nhiing
bai hoc trai nghiém, nhan biét vé 1ong thuong x6t ctia Chiia va ké hoach ctru d6 ctiia Ngai (cc.
6-8). Tét ca cac thil vat ctia thanh Ni-ni-vé dugc xac dinh ciing 1a dbi tuong cia 1ong thuong
x6t ctru d6 ctia Chua (c. 11). Nhu thé, thién nhién ciling 13 cong trinh sang tao ctia Chua, c6 gia
tri va twrong quan that than thiét voi con nguoi va Thién Chua.3?

Nhirng tinh tiét trén nhu goi nhd tdi1 Tin Mung, véi viée Chia Gié-su moi goi cac mon d¢é nhan
biét mdi trong quan phu tir cia Thién Chtia véi hét moi loai thu tao. Nguoi nhic dén chung véi
10ng triu mén vi mdi loai déu quan trong trong mét ctia Thién Chua: “Hiy xem chim troi: chiing
khong gieo, khong git, khong thu tich vao kho; thé ma Cha anh em trén troi van nudi chung. ..
Hay ngam xem hoa hué ngoai dong. .. chiing khong 1am lung, khong kéo soi; thé ma, ngay ca
vua Sa-16-mén, du vinh hoa tot bac, ciing khong mic dep bang mot bong hoa dy. (Mt 6,26.28-
29). “Nam con chim sé chi ban dwoc hai hao phai khong? Thé ma khéng mét con nao bi bo
quén trudc mat Thién Chua” (Le 12,6; Mt 10,29).

C6 1& hon bao gio hét, ngdy hom nay, khi ma moi trudng thién nhién dang bi con nguoi tan pha
khung khiép, thi thong diép vé thién nhién nhu trén that quy bau, nong hoéi. Vi thong diép

37 X. Limburg, Jonah, 34.

59



CSL - ISSN: 2771-1412 Khoa Hoc Cong Gigo va Doi Séng Vol. 6, No. 2, 2026

Laudato Si’- “Cham soc ngdi nha chung” (LS) - Pirc Phanxico da cho thdy: “Tinh yéu cta
Thién Chua la strc manh chuyén dong nén tang trong tat ca moi vat dugc tao thanh... moi loai
thu tao 1a d6i trong ciia sy diu dang ctia Chaa Cha” (LS 77)... “Cam nhan duoc mdi thu tao
dang hat bai ca hién hitu 1a dang séng cach vui tuoi trong tinh yéu va hy vong cta Thién
Chua... Chiém ngam cong trinh sang tao giup chiing ta khdm phé trong mdi sy vat mot giao
huén ma Thién Chtia mun trao cho chiing ta” (LS 85).3% Tir nhing tu twong than hoc nén tang
do, ngai kéu goi moi ngudi y thirc bao v¢, gin git moéi truong thién nhién. Co 1€, nhiing con
ngudi thanh tim thién chi déu cam thiy thong diép that ¥ nghia, c6 gid tri cho mot van dé toan
cau cp bach. Theo d6, cac Kitd hiru dugc moi goi phai ¢ ¥ thire dan than hon nira cho van dé
ndy, v&i nén tang than hoc chic chan ctia minh.

Két luin

Vi céu trac dbi ngﬁu chat ché, 16i van chuong dac séc, doc ddo, nghé thuat tu tir tinh té, str
dung 16i choi chi, lap tur, cuong diéu..., tac gia cau chuyén Gio-na, & chuong 4, da mang tdi
cho ngudi doc nhiing tinh tiét giat gan, hai hudc day tha vi, 16i cudn. Dé roi ding sau do, nhiing
thong diép vé tinh khong bién gidi, tinh khong cua long thuong x6t Chua, va gia tri cia thién
nhién trong ké hoach ctru 6 ctia Chiia, 1a nhiing thong diép mang tinh cach mang, da duoc duc
két, chuyén tai t6i nguoi doc mot cach sau séc. Thue nhu tac gia Nguyén Cong Poan nhan xét:
“C6 thé doc cudn sach nay nhu mot vo hai kich chdm biém sau sic, gdy cudi bang nhiing nét
ma nguoi binh dan cling nhu ngudi thong thai déu co thé thuong thirc. Cang nghi cang cudi,
cang cudi cang tham thia nhimg mii kim “cham ctru”, ¢6 vé ngoai da nhung lai thdu tdn xuong
tay, dt chay tdm can”.3® La mot ban van ngon s, thong diép & day thuc su giup t6 ddm hinh
anh cac ngdn st nhu “cac ca vién tuyét voi hat vé niém hy vong Ki-t6 Gido™*° La mot ban vin
doc déo rong ma rat nhiéu chu dé dudi nhiéu goc canh nghién ciru chu giai, nhitng thong diép
trén, cung rat nhiéu nhimg chii d khac nhu tinh bat bién va thay d6i ciia Thién Chia, cong 1y
va long x6t thuong noi Thién Chua, chan dung ngdn st noi Gid-na, dudng 16i su pham cua
Thién Chua. .. can duoc tiép tuc kham pha va dio sau nghién ciru.
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Ve Tac gia

D6 Manh Hung hién 1a tu si Dong Tén Viét Nam. Théy hién 1a sinh vién cia Hoc Vién Thanh
Giuse Dong Tén Viét Nam.

Do Manh Hung is a Vietnamese Jesuit. Currently, Do Manh Hung is a student at the Saint
Joseph Jesuit Scholasticate, Vietnam.

Dong Tén (Dong Chua Giésu) dugc thanh 1ap vao nam 1540 boi Thanh Inha Loyola va cac ban déng
hanh. St mang ctia Dong Tén 1a st mang hoa giai, nd luc dé con ngudi c6 thé giao hoa voi Thién Chua,
v61 chinh minh, véi nhau va véi cong trinh sang tao ciia Thién Chua. Dong Tén dugc chinh thic thanh

1ap vao nam 1540 bai Thanh Inhi Loyola véi sy phé chudn ctia Dirc Gido hoang Phaold I11. Thanh Inhi
d3 quy tu quanh minh mot nhom nhitng nguoi dan 6ng nhiét huyét va co hoc van cao, nhitng ngudi
khong khao khat diéu gi hon 1a giup d& ngudi khac tim thdy Thién Chaa trong cudc doi ho. Ké hoach
ban dau ciia Thanh Inhi 14 cac tu si Dong Tén s& trd thanh nhitng nha truyén gido luu dong, thuc hién
viéc giang thuyét va cir hanh céc bi tich & bat ¢ noi nao c6 hy vong mang lai thién ich 16n lao hon. Ké
tir khi thanh lap, tir 10 thanh vién ban dau, Dong di phat trién 1én dén hon 15.000 tu si trén toan thé gidi.
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The Society of Jesus was founded in 1540 by Saint Ignatius Loyola and his companions. The Jesuit
mission is a mission of reconciliation, working so that women and men can be reconciled with God,
with themselves, with each other, and with God’s creation. The Society of Jesus was founded in 1540
by St. Ignatius Loyola with the approval of Pope Paul III. Ignatius Loyola had gathered around him an
energetic band of well-educated men who desired nothing more than to help others find God in their
lives. It was Ignatius’ original plan that the Jesuits be traveling missionaries who would preach and
administer the sacraments wherever there was the hope of accomplishing the greater good. Since its
foundation, the Order has grown from the original ten to more than 15,000 Jesuits worldwide.
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