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This article examines John Henry Newman’s philosophy of liberal
education, with particular emphasis on the “unity of knowledge”
as the philosophical foundation of higher education. Drawing on
Aristotle’s metaphysics of the unity of being, the author argues
that knowledge, like reality itself, possesses an intrinsic unity
despite being expressed through diverse academic disciplines. For
Newman, knowledge is not merely instrumental or utilitarian;
rather, it has value in itself and contributes to the cultivation and
enlargement of the human mind. Through the metaphor of the
“circle of knowledge,” the article shows that each academic
discipline has its own legitimate role in approaching truth, yet it
must be harmoniously connected with other fields of knowledge.
Thus, liberal education aims to form a comprehensive intellect,
philosophical thinking, and a humanistic character.

Tém Tit
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Bai viét phén tich tu tudng gido duc khai phong cua John Henry
Newman, dic biét nhan manh “tinh théng nhat cua tri thirc” nhu
nén tang triét hoc cho gido duc dai hoc. Dra trén siéu hinh hoc cta
Aristotle vé tinh théng nhat cta hitu thé, tac gia cho rang tri thirc,
cling nhu thyec tai, co su théng nhét noi tai du duoc biéu hién qua
nhiéu nganh hoc khac nhau. Theo Newman, tri thtrc khong chi co
gia tri cong cu hay thuc dung, ma con mang gia tri tu than, gop
phan khai m¢ va dao luyén tam tri con ngudi. Thong qua hinh anh
“yong tron tri thire”, bai viét cho thidy mdi linh vuc hoc thuat déu
c6 vi tri riéng trong viéc tiép can chan 1y, nhung can duoc lién két
hai hoa v6i cac linh vyc khac. Tur do, gido duc khai phong hudng
dén viéc hinh thanh tri tué toan dién, tu duy triét hoc va nhan cach
nhan van.
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Gidi thi¢u

Trong tién trinh phat trién ctia nhan loai, gido duc ludn 13 mdi quan tdm hang dau cta con nguoi
¢ moi thoi dai va nén van hoa. Lich stir da ching kién sy ra doi cua nhicu triét thuyét gido duc
khac nhau, tir tu twéng vuon téi tri thire va hanh phuc ctia Aristotle dén su tu tri cad nhan trong
giéo duc khai minh cia Immanuel Kant. Tuy nhién, mot thyc trang pho bién la xu huong coi

giao duc nhu mét cong cu thuc dung, nham dén viéc s dic ky nang nghé nghiép dé dap ung
nhu ciu x4 hoi, bién dai hoc thanh noi dao tao chuyén mén thuan tay.

Déi dién véi bdi canh d6, John Henry Newman (1801-1890) da dé xudng mot triét Iy gido duc
mang tinh dot pha, dat nén tang trén "tinh thong nhit cua tri thire". Ong quan niém gido duc
trude hét 1a sy giai phong va giao hoa tam tri, giup con nguoi tim thay chinh minh thay vi chi
tim thay mot nghé nghiép. Vi mong muon kham pha nhiing gia tri nhan van sau sac va thiét
lap nén tang cho str mang "hoc tap sudt doi", ngudi viét chon nghién ciru dé tai nay nham lam
sang tO tu twong ctia Newman va tinh thoi su ciia nd trong bdi canh gido duc hién dai.

Bai viét tap trung khai pha triét Iy cia Newman thong qua viéc phan tich cac tic pham trong
yéu, dic biét 1a “Y niém cia mét Pai hoc” (The Idea of a University) cung céac van ban lién
quan trong thu vién dién tor Newman. Bang cac phuong phap tong hop, khai nghia ban vin, d6i
chiéu va binh giai, két hop v6i cac nghién ciru ctia nhitng hoc gia khac, luan vin hudng dén
mat cai nhin thau ddo va khach quan vé hé théng tu tuong cua 6ng.

Noi dung chinh cta luan van duge trién khai qua hai luan diém chinh: (1) tinh thdng nhat ctia
tri thirc, va (2) su ap dung cua nd vao triét thuyet gido duc cia Newman.

Phin Mé Dau

Gioi thiéu va ly do chon dé tai

Tién trinh phat trién cta con ngudi tir nhimg thoi ky so khai to1 hién tai, tir léi séng nguyén
thuy va don gian nhat cho t¢i nhing 16i séng phirc tap nhat cho thay mot sy that rang bét ctr noi

nao con nguoi sdng cung vo6i nhau thi ¢ d6 ndy sinh méi quan tdm vé van dé gido duc. ! “A1
trong chiing ta ciing hip thu mot nén gido duc, hodc it ra mot hinh thirc giao duc nao do.”

Gi4o duc di tro thanh dé tai dugc suy tu qua nhiéu thé hé. Cho dén nay di c6 nhiéu triét thuyét
gido dyc khac nhau tur Dong sang Tay. 3 Céc triét thuyét gido duc thuong ra doi dua trén mot
quan diém triét hoc, dao duc, the gidi quan, hay tin ngudng nhat dinh nao d6*: Gido dyc cua
Aristotle (384- 322 BC) dit nén trén quan diém con ngudi ¢6 xu huéng ty nhién mudn vuon
toi tri thire va hanh phuc; Giao dyc khai minh theo Immanuel Kant (1724- 1804) két tinh trong
¥ tudng vé sy tu tri ctia mdi ca nhan. O mot mirc d9 nao dé, ¢ thé dinh nghia giso duc nhu sau:

Danh tr Gido duc (Education) vbn phat xuat tir chir Educare trong tiéng Latin. Chir E c6 nghia
1a out (lay ra) va chir ducare c6 nghia la to lead (dan dat). Pong tr Educare 1a dat dan, hudéng

' Cf. S.E. Frost, JR., Ph.D, Nhitng Vin Dé Co Ban Ciia Triét Hoc, trans. Dong Huong, Kién Van, (HN: Bach
Khoa, 2008), 263

2 Thich Nguyén Hf)ng, Giao Duc Hoc, (HCM: Vién BPH Van Hanh), Ebook, 10

3 Bui Van Nam Son, Tro Chuyén Ti viét Hoc 7- Cac Bai vé Gido Duc, (HCM: Cty Sach Thoi Pai & Tri Thire,
2017), 20

4 Cf. Ibid,, 19
208



https://khoahocconggiao.org Joseph Trin Xuéin My, S.J. Vol.6; No. 1; 2026

dan dé 1am phat khoi ra nhitng kha nang tiém tai. Su dat ddn nay nham dwa con nguoi tir khong
biét dén biét, tir xau dén tot, tir thap kém dén day du tot dep...°Gido duc trong nhiéu ngdn ngi
Au chau ¢6 nghia den la tao hinh thé (formation), rén tap thoi quen t6t.

C6 it 1a hai nguyén tic co ban trong gido duc: (i) Giao duc 1a dé dao tao nhirng cong dan ngoan
ngoan theo mot khudén mau dugc chap nhan va dugc quyét dinh mang tinh xa hoi; (ii) Giao duc
1a sy phat trién ctia nhitng con nguoi tu do, 1a sy tiép ndi cua ban chat bén trong cta dira tré?’

Phén 16n lich sir nhan loai cho rang, gido duc la dé s¢ ddc mot mot cong viéc nham dap Gng
nhirng nhu cau cta xa hoi. P4 c6 nhimg nguyén tic vé tinh thuc dung tré nén chi dao trong
giao duc. 8 Chang han, nén gido duc dai hoc thuong duoc nhin nhén nhu la chd cua gido duc
nghe nghiép, chu y cung cap nhiing tri thirc can thiét dé 1am cho ca nhén phu hop véi mot cach
kiém sbéng nao d6.% Tréi lai, kha nhiéu quan diém cho rang gido duc trudc hét phai xem con
ngudi 1 “mot chu thé tuyét d6i”, dai hoc “khong phai 1 noi mot thanh nién tim thay nghé cua
minh, ma 13 noi anh ta tim thay chinh minh” trudc nhat. 10

John Henry Newman (1801- 1890), triét gia da danh phén 16m cudc doi minh phuc vu cho su
nghiép gido duc tai Anh quéc va Ireland, dugc xem la nguoi dau tién dua ra nhitng ¥ niém vé
gido dyc dai hoc tai day'! da thau nhan va khai phat ¥ niém vé nén gido duc khai phong dit nén
trén tinh théng nhét cta tri thirc, nham chi dén giai phong tam tri con ngudi.

Vé6i nguyén vong kiém tim nhiing ¥ nghia nhan van siu xa cta mot nén gido duc, wdc mong
thu déc nhiing nén tang tri thuc can thiét cho st mang “hoc tap sudt doi” cua ban than, déng
thoi kiém tim phuong thé kha thé phuc vu con nguoi hom nay, ngudi Viét manh dan khai pha
nhirng y niém gido duc can ban theo John Henry Newman. Hy vong rang, nhing nd luc cua
nguoi viét trong luan van nay ciing s& giup doc gia phan nao c6 cai nhin rd hon vé mot nen gido
duc vi nhan sinh, cing tinh thoi sy ctia nd trong mot sd bdi canh phirc tap ctia doi song hién
dai.

Phuwong phap

Trong nd lyc khai pha triét 1y giao duc cua John Henry Newman, ngudi viét tap chu vao nhiing
ban van, tac phadm duoc cho 1a thé hién rd nhit quan diém cua éng vé gido duc. Trude hét 1a tac
pham thoi danh “Y niém cia mét Dai hoc” (The Idea of a University)- mdt trong nhiing triét
tac vé gido duc phai dugc bao ton cach dic biét'2, chira dung hau hét nhitng quan diém trong
yéu vé gido duc cua 6ng. Ngoai ra, “Su Vuc Day va Phat Trién cua Cac Pai Hoc” (The Rise
and Progress of Universities), “Mat Tiéu Luén Vé Su Phat Trién Cua Hoc Thuyet Cong Gido”

(An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine), hay “Bién H9 Cho Poi Minh” (Apologia
Pro Vita Sua), va mot s6 nhitng tai liéu khéc trong thu vién dién tir cia John Henry Newman

5 Thich Nguyén Hong, op.cit., 12

¢ Bui Van Nam Son, op.cit., 62

" Cf. S.E. Frost, JR., Ph.D, op.cit., 263, 281

8 Cf. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, (Lon Don: Longman Green, 1886), 77

? Cf Fareed Zakaria, Bién hé cho mét nén Gido duc Khai phong, trans Chau Van Thuan, (Ha Noi: Thoi Pai &
Hong Puc, 2017), 14

10 Cf. Tbid., 10, 20

“Criticisms of the University of Oxford in the Early 19th Century and the Formation of Newman’s Idea of a
University: Focusing on attacks in the Edinburgh Review,” Wang Chen, accessed January, 13, 2021
http://doi.org/10.15027/42950

12 Cf. Sheridan Gilley, Newman In His Age, (London: Darton, Longman, and Todd, 2003), 380- 384
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trén website: newmanreader.org ciing 1 nhitng tham chiéu c6 gia tri. Bén canh dé, nhitng binh
giai, suy tu cua cia mot sd hoc gia khac vé tu tuong gido duc ciia Newman 1a nhimng tro luc
gitip ngudi viét c6 mot sy hiéu biét thdu ddo va mang tinh khach quan hon. Sau khi tiém cén
nhiing tu tudng ‘gbc” cua tac gia bang cac phuong phap tong hop, khai nghia ban van, dbi
chiéu, binh giai, nguoi viét s& dua ra mot s6 phan tu.

Dan bai
Bai viét tap trung vao hai luan diém chinh: (1) tinh thong nhat cia tri thire, va (2) ap dung cua

n6 1én triét thuyét gido duc ctia Newman. Dé thyuc hién diéu nay, bai viét dugc chia thanh bén
phan.

Phan mé dau gidi thiéu tong quan vé dé tai, diém nhan 1a boi canh hinh thanh nén tu tudng gido
duc cua Newman.

Chuong I: Chi ra gi tri ndi tai cua tung linh vyc tri thuc va mbi lién hé hd tuong gitra cac linh
vuc tri thirc khac nhau. Khoi di tir nhitng kha thé anh hudng cta Aristotle vé tinh théng nhat
cta hitu thé, 1an luot gia tri ndi tai cua tri thirc va tinh théng nhét cta tri thirc qua hinh anh an
du vong tron tri thirc s€ dugc khai pha.

Chuong II: Nhdm dén mot nén gido duc toan dién cho tim tri. Dt nén trén tinh thong nhét cua
tri thirc, ban chat con ngudi, y niém vé gido duc, ban chat cua giao duc dai hoc, va hinh mau 1y
tuong theo triét Iy gido duc ciia Newman s€ lan lugt dugce khao van.

Phén két luan bao gdm nhiing phan tu ctia ngudi viét vé kha thé dong gop, mot sd bat cap, va
trién vong ap dung cua triét 1y gido duc theo Newman trong boi canh hién nay.

Mot triét Iy gido duc mang tinh dét phd

John Henry Newman (1801- 1890) triét gia, than hoc g1a mot nha gido duc ngu’O’l Anh. Phan
16n cude doi 6ng cong hién cho cong cudc gido dyc. 13 Ong duoc xem nhu triét gia dau tién trinh
bay nhitng dién ngdn va chuan tic vé y niém cua cac dai hoc trong cic nudc ndi tiéng
Anh.'* Nam 1851- 1858, dang khi 1a Vién trudng ciia DPai hoc Cong gido Ireland, Newman cho
Xuét ban tac phém Y Niém Cuia Mot Pai Hoc- mot tac phém ¢ tAm anh huong lon vé gido duc,
nhét 13 véi gido duc dai hoc.'S So véi nhitng quan diém gido duc duong thoi, triét 1y gido duc
ctia Newman mang tinh dot pha, 1a mot sy tong hop day du da chiéu nhung khong kém phéan
doc sang.'6

Trong thoi dai ciia Newman, tinh duy 1y (rationality) cua thoi dai Khai sang trudc d6 van con
co stc anh huong kha séu rong: Strc manh cua tri thire cung nhiing nguyén ly cua trudng pha1
duy nghiém (empirical disciplines) dang tac dong Ién hé thong van hoa, hé théng gido duc.!”

Jonh Locke (1632- 1704) cho rang gido duc phai dat nén trén nhiing nguyén ly cua chu thuyét
vi loi (utilitarianism), tap chu trudc hét dén viéc cung cip mot nganh nghé cu thé cho ngudi

13 “Education In The Large Sense: Newman’s Vision Of Education,” Anne-Marie Walker, accessed January 13,
2021, https://thornycrofthall.org.uk/education-in-the-large-sense-newmans-vision-of-education/

4 Wangchen, op.cit., 30

15 “Newman on Education,” Ian Ker, accessed January 12, 2021, https:/newmansociety.org/newman-on-
education/

16 Cf. Wang chen, op.cit., 31

17 Cf. Lawler-Brunner, On New Rhetoric, John Henry Newman and the Language of Metaphors: Implications for
Branding Higher Education (Doctoral dissertation, Duquesne University), 48
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hoc. s Vat chét tré nén thudc do cho thé gidi va sy phat trién con ngudi.!® Cung voi su phat
trién cta khoa hoc thuc nghiém, chi nhitng tri thirc vé thé gi61 bén ngoai duogc kiém nghiém
bﬁng gidc quan mai duoc cho 1a kha tin, dan dén nhiing tri thirc vé tinh than, siéu hinh, ¢ dién
gén nhu da bi coi nhe. Nhiing tu teéng hoai nghi cling theo d6 ma phat sinh, dan dén nhung
ngo vuc vé kha thé truy tim chan Iy tiém tai noi con ngudi thong qua sttcc manh cua tri tué.
Déi dién v6i nhitng thyuc trang d6, Newman dé xudng duong huong glao duc dya trén sy hoi
nhit gitra sttc manh ndi tai ctia tm tri va kinh nghiém vé thé gidi ngoai tai.2!

Triét 1y gido duc theo Newman dugc cAu thanh sau mot loat nhiing cudc tranh ludn ca trong noi
bo 1an bén ngoai dai hoc Oxford trong khoang 50 nim. Phan tu thuc trang gido duc ngang qua
nhitng cudc tranh luan dudi ling kinh mot hinh thai triét hoc (a philosophical form)22, Newman
phat khoi triét Iy gido duc cia riéng ong. Thoi do, cac nha phé binh trén tap chi Edinburgh
Review 2 di chi trich dai hoc Oxford vé mét sé diém chinh: (1) Sy xung khéc nhau giita cac
chuyén khoa trong dai hoc Oxford; (2) Tinh phi thyc tién (inutility) trong chuong trinh giang
day.? Nhing nha bién ho cho Oxford dap lai, tuy giao duc ¢ day khong phai la t6t nhat, nhung
1a hé théng gido duc vi loi ich cua gido duc, nhdm chi dén viéc thing tién nhan cach con ngudi
hon 1a vi nhitng muc dich thuc tién. 2 Pung trude nhitng tranh cai trén, Newman da tao 1ap con
duong trung dung (via media) két hop ca hai khia canh thuc tién va thing tién nhan cach dat
nén trén hinh thai triét hoc méi 1a tinh théng nhét cua tri thie.2

Mot s6 hoc gia nhin nhéan tu tudng veé giao duc cua Newman khong hoan toan nguyén ban
(completely original)®’. Tuy nhién khong thé pht nhan rang Newman da phat trién mot phuong
phap dé can bang nhiing sy tiép can khac nhau khi 6ng tong hop cac ¥ kién trai chiéu: Ong chu
dong trong viéc khudc tir hay tiép nhan nhimg quan dlem khac nhau d¢ thich ing no vao céu
trac tu tudng cua ong nham dua ra mot sy khai quat triét hoc méi dua trén bdi canh cua thoi
dai, tir d6 trinh bay nhitng quan diém vé gido duc dai hoc bang nhiing tu tudng sang tao va cd
h¢ thong.28

Tinh Thong Nhit Ciia Tri Thirc

Trudc nhitng bién dong trong tu twdng gido duc dwong thoi, v6i quan sat bén nhay va uu tu cho
gido duc, Newman da dong vai tro nhu mot nha tu tudng hoa giai. Ong thau nhan, tuyén chon,
tai thiét va khéi phat hinh thai triét hoc mi 1a tu twong vé tinh théng nhat cua tri thire. Khuon
duc theo dic tinh théng nhat cua hién htru, tinh thong nhét cua tri thirc dugc hiéu theo dung
nghia den ctia han tir “uni-verse”, ttrc biéu 16 sy thdng nhét nén tang dudi va ngang qua vo sb

18 Cf. John Henry Newman, op.cit., 160

19 Marchetto, Religious Education and John Henry Newman’s Idea of a University. Italian Journal of Sociology
of Education, 7(3), 187-214. doi: 10.14658/pupj-ijse-2015-3-8, 189

20 Lawler-Brunner, op.cit., 49

2 Tbid., 47

22 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 2

2 Pugc thanh l4p vao nam 1802 boi Sidney Smith, Francis Jeffrey, Henry Brougham, and Francis Horner. Bén
ngudi ndy bat man voi bau khi chinh tri va truyén thong ciia dang vién Béo thi dang thinh hanh tai Edingburgh
(Scotland) va Anh qudc. Ho muc iy nhirng ngudn mach tu tuéng tir thé ky XVIII, Phuc Hung Scotland va Khai
sang; dinh hinh nhitng y kién khai phong va khoa hoc, phé phan cac vén dé chinh tri, t6n giao, luat, kinh té va
giao duc rong 16n. (Cf. Wang Chen, op.cit., 14)

24 Cf. Wang Chen, op.cit., 17

2 Ibid., 12

26 Ibid., 20

2 1bid.,30

28 Ibid.
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biéu hién bén ngoai.?’ Co thé ndi, toan bd nhitng ¥ niém ctua mot dai hoc, y niém cta mot nén
gido duc khai phong, dugc phat khéi va phu thudc vao y niém cua Newman vé dac tinh thong
nhat cua tri thirc. 3

Nhuw mot ddn lugn: Can ban vé tinh thong nhat cua hiru thé theo Aristotle

Trong mot vai tac phém cua minh, Newman da thtra nhan sy anh huong cta Aristotle Ién tu
twdng ctia minh: “Trong rat nhiéu d¢ tai, suy xét diing dén 1a phai suy xét nhu Aristotle.”' Nén
tang tri thirc luan trong 1y thuyét vé gido duc khai phong ctia Newman duogc bén ré trong siéu
hinh hoc cta Aristotle.3? Do d6, s& 1a can thiét khi d& cap mot vai quan diém cin ban cia
Aristotle vé tinh thong nhét ctia hiru thé nhu 14 cira ngd di vao tu tuéng ciia Newman.

Aristotle dua ra 10 pham tru ctia nhiing sy vat tdn tai: ban thé, sb lugng, chét lugng, tuong
quan, dia diém, thoi diém, vi tri, hanh dong, s& hitu, va chiu anh hudng.?? Theo Aristotle, c6
ban thé chinh yéu va nhitng ban thé tuy phu:

Ban thé chinh yéu 1a mot tong thé su vat, nhu mot con ngudi hay mot con ché; Ban thé tiiy phu
1a dédc tinh cua sy vat, nhu la c6 ly tri hay 1ong trung thanh.. .Phan chinh caa sy hién hiru theo
Aristotle 12 ban thé chinh yéu. Ban thé chinh yéu 13 mét thir cu thé, nhu 1 mot con bo trén mot
canh dong, moét con chd... Nhitng ban thé tuy phu 1a nhirng nhém ma ban thé chinh yéu thudc
vé, nhu 13 glong bo, gidng cho hay cay trong. Ban thé chinh yeu 6 céac tiy thé 1a nhimg tinh
chat co thé thay d6i ma ching ta goi 1a thudc tinh chi c6 thé ton tai trong chung; vi du, cao,

map, long hay xanh. *

“Mot hitu thé 1a mot toan bd nao d6 dugc cdu tao bdi mot ban thé chinh yéu va mot sd tuy thé.
Chung déu 1a cac yéu t tao nén mot thé thong nhat, va khong hién hiru tach biét nhau: Khong
tuy thé nao hién hitu ngoai ban thé cua nd, va khong ban thé nao hién hitu ngoai cac tuy thé cia
minh.”35 Theo Aristotle, mdi mot hiru thé c6 tinh thong nhat ndi tai’, va duy nhét trong chinh
n6%7, “diéu nay khong ham y rang chi c6 mot hitu thé duy nhat, nhung c6 nghia rang bét ctr diéu
gl hlen hiru thi ty ndi than 1a khong phan chia, va c6 mot tinh théng nhat nao do”. 8

29 “Newman's Universe Of Knowledge: Science, Literature, And Theology,” Harold M. Petitpas, accessed
January 20, 2021,

https://dalspace.library.dal.ca/bitstream/handle/10222/59130/dalrev_vol46 iss4 pp494 507.pdf?sequence=1&is
Allowed=y

30 Ibid.,
31 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 110

32 Cf. D. G. Mulcahy, Newman's Theory of a Liberal Education: A Reassessment and its Implications,
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-9752.2008.00624 x, (truy cap ngay 05-03-2021)

33 Aristotle, Metaphysic, trans. C.D.C Reeve (US: Hackett Publishing Company, 2016),1034°1 (5-10)- 1035°
34 Naomi Zack, Ph.D., The Handy Philosophy Answer Book, (Visible Ink Press, 2010), 36-37.

35 Tomas Alvira, Luis Clavell, Tomas Melendo, Siéu Hinh Hoc, trans. Bao Ngoc O.P, (2008), Ebook, 40-43
36 Aristotle, op.cit., 1026215

37 1bid., 1038°10

38 Tomas Alvira et al, op.cit., 111
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Mot hiru thé co thé duoc biéu dat (instantiated) theo nhiéu tuy thé khac nhau, hay tiép dién dudi
nhiéu dang thuc khac nhau nhung tinh théng nhét cta nd van duoc bao toan.? Cu thé, mdi hitu
thé co thé dugc biéu dat béng nhiéu phém tinh, pham tru khac nhau nhung tat ca déu quy chiéu
dén ban thé chinh yéu cua né.* Giira cac pham tinh hay pham tri nham chi dén mot ban thé
déu c6 nhitng mdi twong quan hd twong, do d6, nhitng tuy thé khac nhau caa mot hiru thé khong
huy hoai thong nhat ctia no.

Ban thé chinh yéu va cac thanh phan cac tuy thé khac nhau tap két v6i nhau dé cdu thanh sy
toan thé ctia mot hitu thé khong theo nghia la mot sy chat déng (heap), tirc 1a “nhiéu yéu t6
trang tri khac nhau dugc ph01 hop dé tao nén mot can phong”#!. Trai lai, tinh toan thé noi mot
hitu thé 1a diéu gi d6 vuot 1én trén cac thanh phan.*? “Chi c6 mdt hiru thé theo nghia chat, cu
thé 13 ban thé; tit ca nhitng gi con lai déu ‘thudc ban thé’...Céc tuy thé 1a nhitng thuc tai khong
dﬁy du, khong tu tri dugc thém vao mot ban thé; chung chi la nhitng khia canh xac dinh cua
ban thé, vbn bd tac cho ban thé, do d6 khong 1am nay sinh nhiéu sy vat duoc xép gan nhau.”*

Mo rong ra, “nhiéu hitu thé théng nhét noi tai kha thé kién tao nén tinh da bdi cta hiru thé. Bat
ctr da boi nao ciing déu c6 mot tinh thdng nhét noi d6, vi nhitng gi hién hitu thi déu thong nhat
theo cach nao d6. Vi try 1a mot vi du, sd dong cac hiru thé 1am nén vii try, co phén nao phan
anh tinh thong nhat cta vii tru noi hién hiru cia ching.”** Vi du: con nguoi phan anh trong
chinh ban tinh cta minh nhiéu khia canh ctia mét vii tru hét strc da dang. +

C6 thé noi, nén tang tri thirc luan cta 1y thuyét gido duc khai phong dugc bén 1€ trong mot sO
quan diém siéu hinh cta Aristotle: Tri thirc dugc hiéu nhu mot sy 1y giai vé thuc tai va c6 thé
duoc xem xét nhu mot toan thé thong nhét rong 16n von kha thé tri nhan bang viéc thau nhan
nhitng thanh phan riéng biét ctia né va nhitng mdi lién hé giira cac thanh phan.*6 Chang han, tri
thirc vé con ngudi kha thé tri nhan nhd nghién ciru cac linh vyc thé 1y, tim 1y, tim linh trong
méi twong quan hd twong.

Tri thuce co gia tri tw than (Knowledge its own end)

Trong Y Niém Ciia Mét Pai Hoc, Newman cho réng tuy ban chét con nguoi da co long hiéu tri.
Ong trich dan 15 ciia Aristotle: ban chat con nguoi dugc 161 kéo dé muru cau tri thire.*” Tri thire
1a “mdt trang thai ciia tam tri”,*® “la diéu kién tat yéu ciia viéc khai mo tam tri”.#° Tri thirc 1a
diéu gi d6 thudc tam tri (intellectual), thau hiéu nhitng gi n6 linh hi ngang qua giac quan; dam
nhan mot quan diém (view) vé cac sy vat; thdu nhan nhiéu hon nhiing gi cac gidc quan truyén

39 Aristotle, op.cit., 101625

40 Ibid., 1003#33-34

4 Tomas Alvira et al, op.cit., 45

4 Aristotle, op.cit., 1045*8-10

43 Tomas Alvira et al, op.cit., 45

4 Ibid., 115-116

4 Cf. A. Dwight Culler, The Imperial Intellect, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1955), 199
4 D. G. Mulcahy, op.cit.,

47 Cf. John Henry Newman, op.cit., 104 va Aristotle, op.cit., 98021
48 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 114

4 1bid.,129
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tai; suy xét dua trén nhitng gi dang thay va trong khi thay, suy luan va khao st cac su vat voi
nhing y niém.>°

Péi tugng ctia moi loai tri thirc 1a chinh chéan 1y (truth) von duoc gia thiét 1a céac thuc tai va
nhitng mdi twong lién ctia chung hudng vé nhau: Nhing gi hién hitu, khi dugc suy nghiém bai
tam tri con ngudi hinh thanh nén mot hé thdng rong 16n hay nhitng thue tai lién hop (complex
facts), va di nhién diéu nay dugc phan gidi thanh vo sb nhitng thuc tai cu thé, trd nén cac thanh
phan ctia mot toan thé, c6 vo s6 nhitng méi lién hé cua mdi loai,cta loai nay véi loai kia. Tri
thirc 1a sy thau nhan cua nhirng thyc tai nay, du trong chinh no, hay trong mdi 1ién hé va vi thé
hd tuong giira chung.’!

Tri thrc ¢6 trién vong tré nén cung dich trong chinh né, bét ¢t tri thirc thuc thu nao, déu 1a phan
thudng trong chinh n6.3? Tri thirc 1a “mot trang théi cta tAm tri”>3, va vi su gido hoa (cultivation)
tam tri xing dang dugc tim kiém vi chinh loi ich cta nd, nén c6 mat tri thirc dang khao khat,
dang theo dudi vi chinh loi ich ciia n6.5* Tri thirc can dugc muu cau vi nhiing gi né 1a, chur
khong phai nhiing gi n6 1am*%, ngu ¥, dong luc cho sy muu cau tri thirc khong nén dit nén tang
trén bt cir diéu gi ngoai chinh n6.5 Ty ban chat con nguoi khao khat tri thirc, ma tri thirc vén
di 1a mot trong nhitng trg lyc giup con ngudi thanh toan’, do d6 ty than tri thirc duge xem la
cung dich trong chinh no.

Tropg thuc té, tuy vao vi¢c dugc sur dung nhu mot phuong tién hay nhu mot cung dich, tri thirc
s€ lan lugt dugc goi 1a tri thirc hitru dung (useful knowledge) va tri thirc khai phong (liberal
knowledge).>®

Tri thire ¢6 thé phan giai chinh né thanh mot nganh nghé dic thu va chidm dut trong mot tién
trinh co gi6i, trong mot két qua hitu hinh; Nhung né ciing ¢ thé nai dén 1y tri von chuyén tai
n6 va phan giai chinh né thanh triét hoc®...Theo d6 ¢ hai phuong phap gido duc: mot vuon toi
cung dich 1a triét hoc voi nhitng ¥ niém dai thé, mot vuon t6i cing dich 13 co gidi nghién ctru
nhirng van dé dic thu va ngoai tai.®

Khi duge xem xét mot cach chinh xdc va siéu nghiém, tri thire tu no 1a t6t (good) trude khi 1a
mot quyén luc (power) vi tri thirc ¢6 cung dich trong chinh n.6! Bé do, tri thirc khong don
thuan 1a mot phuong tién cho mot diéu gi ngoai no, hay la su chuén bi cho mot nganh nghé nao
d6.92 Newman goi day 14 tri thirc khai phong. Cho dau tri thirc khai phong dugc tri nhan nhu 1a
mot loai tri thirc xtmg hop voi nguoi tu do hay 1a mot tri thire tu né la ty do (free), trong ca hai
truong hop déu khong dé cap dén nhitng lgi ich thuc tién (practical issue).®® Han tir “khai

0 Ibid., 113

Sl Ibid., 45

52 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 103

3 Ibid., 114

54 Ibid.

55 Ibid.

%6 Jaroslav Pelikan, The Idea Of The University A Reexamination, (New Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 1992), 32- 40

57 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 79

8 Cf. Tbid., 112

59 Truge khi di vao chi tiét, triét hoc & day tam hiéu 12 mot tinh trang tam tri da dugc gido hoa, kha thé tri nhan
ban chat ctia timg sy vat va mdi twong lién hai hoa giira chung vai cac su vat khac.

60 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 112

ol Ibid., 111- 112

62 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 111- 112

5 A. Dwight Culler, op.cit., 213-214
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phong” khong don thudn nhiam dén nhing hoat dong cua tam tri, ddi nghich véi “nd 1é (servile)”
thudc cac hoat dong thé xac nhung ngu y “tri thire khai phong c6 gia tri trong chinh nhimg ky
vong cua no, doc 1ap véi moi ket qua, moi mong cho, khudc tir viée duge cung cap boi bét cir
muc dich nao, khong bi 16i cudn vao bat ctr nghé nghiép nao, ngd hau ty thé hién chinh n6 cho
su suy nghiém cua con ngudi.”® Vi du: Thién van hoc 1a tri thirc khai phong, vi trong chinh n6
c6 vé dep va ding dén cua chan 1y, c6 ndng lyc tai cAu trac va tinh luyén tim tri.% Newman tap
chi vao nang lyc cua tri thire kha thé kién toan tam tri cia con nguoi. P6 1a nang lyc “khai mo,
luyén loc, stra day tam tri, ngd hau trui rén nhitng tai nang cua no va trao cho nd quyén tu trj.”%
Tri thirc khai phong c6 trién vong gitip tam tri thu dac nang lyc nay, va vi nang luc nay la mot
trong nhimg cung dich cia con nguoi, nén co thé noi mot cach diung dan rang tri thirc khai
phong c6 cung dich trong chinh no, can dugc muu cau vi chinh loi ich ctia nd. ¢ Bén canh do,
Newman dé xudng tri thirc hiru dung, nham chi téi viée thi hanh nhimg thuc tai bén ngoai chinh
n6, mang tinh huéng nghiép.®® Chang han, Thién vin hoc trd nén tri thirc hiru dung khi nham
dén viéc muu cau loi ich thuc dung cho nguoi so déc nd thay vi giao hod tam tri, thwéong ngoan
vé dep va chan 1y trong chinh no.

Céc nha phé binh dwong thoi cho rang, tri thirc khai phong thiéu tinh thyc tién. Di voi
Newman, tri thirc khai phong bao ham cé tinh hitru dung, nghia 1a khong chi c6 cung dich trong
chinh no, nhung con san sinh nhing gia tri ngoai tai: Vi tri thirc khai phong 1a t6t (good) nén
no cling hiru dung.

Piéu hiru dung 1a khi duge tim kiém khong vi loi ich cta chinh né nhung vi né dan téi mot diéu
gi khéc, trai lai diéu tot khong dan t6i diéu gi khac va duogc tim kiém don thuan vi chinh loi ich
ctia n6. Co it nhét ba Iy do dé khao khat mot su vat: vi n6 hitu dung, vi n6 vira hitu dung vira
t6t, vi n6 tot. Newman da dat dé tri thirc khai phong vao loai thi hai (vira hiru dung vira t6t):
n6 dugc khao khat vi loi ich cua chinh nd ngay ca khi né khong din t6i diéu gi khac; nhung
trong thuc té no lai dua t&i mot diéu gi d6 khéc. Tri thirc hitu dung roi vao loai thir nhat vi hitu
dung thi khong ludn ludn tbt.%

Newman khong phti nhan nhitng ich 1oi cta tri thirc hitu dung, “cudc sdng kho cé thé tiép tuc
néu khong ¢ nhimng phuc loi hang ngay ma né dem lai”. ° Tuy nhién, 6ng canh bao rang néu
mat tri thirc qua chii trong dén tinh hitu dung, nham téi nhitng cai dic thu thai qua s& khong
con 14 tri thirc nita.”! Qua that, tri thirc ding nghia ludn bao ham dic tinh phd quat- twong lién
hai hoa gitra cac tri thirc khac nhau, chir khong dung lai & nhiing tri thic ddc thu. Véi viée tap
chi1 vao gia tri tu than cua tri thirc khai phong, Newman hau chéc dé nghi tri thire trudc hét phai
dugc thdu nhan trong gia tri t6t noi tai cua né chir khéng vi mot muc dich thyc tién nao. Theo
Newman, mot chu thé thudng hanh dong, ly luan dya trén nhiing nguyén ly dau tién (first
priciples) von 1 nén ting cho tat ca nhimg luan ly, 1a nhimg chi dan va tiéu chuan trong phan
doan, 1y luan, suy xét, quyét dinh va hanh dong cta chu thé thu dac nd.”? Thiét nghi, Newman
khong mudn nhing cha thé muu cau tri thirc bi diéu khién boi nhitng nguyén 1y dau tién 1a
nhiing nhu cAu thuc dung, tréi lai, tri thirc can duoc muu cAu trong su tu do cua chu thé nhim

% John Henry Newman, op.cit., 106, 109

 A. Dwight Culler, op.cit., 215

% John Henry Newman, op.cit., 123

7 A. Dwight Culler, op.cit., 216

%8 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 113

% A. Dwight Culler, op.cit., 223

70 John Henry Newman, op.cit., 107

"bid., 112

2 Cf. “Lecture 7. Assumed Principles the Intellectual Ground of the Protestant View,” John Henry Newman,
accessed March 10, 2021, https://www.newmanreader.org/works/england/lecture7.html#top Lecture 7
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chi dén gia tri ndi tai cua tri thirc, con nhimg hé qua khac co thé s& dén nhu mot diéu tat thiét.
Trong mot y nghia khac, Newman cho réng, mot khi tdm tri thau nhan tri thirc v&i nang luc co
tinh cdu thanh (formative power), chii dong trong sy thoat ly v6i nhitng nhu cau thyc tién, tim
tri s& duoc mo rong va chu thé dugc bién doi tir tinh trang bi giam him sang mot trang thai tu
do hon v&i tAm nhin rong 16n hon.”

Trong chinh né tri thirc 1a sy phan anh vé dep cua chan 1y. Khi dugc thdu nhan trong tam thé
vuot 1én trén nhitng thic bach cuia cac nhu cau thuc tién, ty than tri thirc c6 stc ning khai mo
tAm tri con ngudi 1am cho no tré nén tu do. Vi hiéu ning tot dep nay, tri thic cling lam phat
sinh nhiing gia tri hiru dung kém theo. Newman khang quyét “dtrc hanh (virtue) 1a con dé cia
tri thire” do d6, gido duc mot khi dugce tién hanh mot cach day du sé cai bién xa hdi tré nén dirc
d6. 7 Tri thire tw né c6 trién vong lam thod mén khat khao chan 1y trong ban tinh con ngudi,
trude khi 1a phuong tién dé bién doi thé gidi. Co thé noi, d6 ciing chinh 13 ¥ nghia cha dao cia
triét 1y giao duc theo Newman.

Vong tron tri thire (The circle of knowledge)

Theo Newman, d6i tuong cua tat ca cac linh vuec tri thire 1a chinh chan 1y.”® Viéc muu cau tri
thirc d6ng nghia voi viéc truy tim chan 1.7 Chan 1y thi chi c6 mot, né khong phai 1a mot di san
ctia bat ctr ca nhan ndo, 13 tuyét ddi va phd quat, con ngudi phai cing nhau tim kiém va tuyén
xung nd.”” Tuy chi c6 mot nhung chan 1y lai duoc hién 16 dudi nhiéu hinh thai khac nhau.

Gia thiét rang thyc tai toi cao thi chi c6 mdt, va tri thirc vé thuc tai nay ciing chi c6 mot. Gia
nhu tri thuc nay dugc phan tach thanh cac tri thirc khac biét nhau, cling chi 1a thuan tién cho
viéc khao sat phu hop véi nhitng gidi han cua tam tri con nguoi. Qua viy, tam tri con nguoi
khong thé dam nhan tron ven thyc tai ndy tai mot thoi diém, do d6 no rut tia, triru tugng hoa
nhiéu khia canh khac nhau cua thuc tai dé suy xét mot cach tuan tu- nhirng sy rat tia hay trou
tuong hoa nay duogc goi la cac khoa hoc.”

Khi di tir nguyén ly thong nhét ciia hién hitu cho rang tat ca nhing thyc tai riéng le deu phat
sinh tir mot thuc tai t6i cao’®, Newman dé nghj tinh thong nhat ctia tri thitc, nho d6 tat ca cac
linh vuc tri thirc dugc khédi phat, lién két mat thiét, va hoi tu vé mot trung tam diém.

MBai linh vuec tri thtrc ¢6 tinh théng nhéat, tron ven trong chinh y niém cua n6 va cho chinh muc
dich riéng ctia n6*°: Trong chinh ban chat ctia tirng linh vuc tri thirc da ham chira diéu t6t khong
thé phti nhan (undeniably good).8! Mdi linh vurc tri thtrc 1a chan xéc trong giéi han phuong phap
va nguyén 1y cua nd, va c6 mot vi tri khong thé thay thé boi cac linh vuc tri thirc khac, n6 co
thim quyén ty tri hop phap cua riéng n6%2 trong viéc dan dat con ngudi tiém can voi chan Iy.
Trong chinh né mdi linh vurc tri thirc 1a mot sy triru trong hda, mot khia canh va mot quan diém

73 Cf. John Henry Newman, op.cit., 131

74 John Henry Newman, Apologia Pro Vita Sua, (London: Longmans, Green, 1890), 297
5 Cf. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University.,100

76 Ibid.,105

7 Cf. John Henry Newman, An Essay On The Development Of Christian Doctrine, (Notre Dame: University Of
Notre Dame Press, 1878), Ebook, 30

78 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 45-46

" Ibid., 33

80 1bid., 52

81 bid., 103

88 John Henry Newman, The Idea of University, 73- 274
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thanh phan cua sy thong nhét tri thire ma ddi twong cudi cing cia né 1a su phd quat dugc kién
tao, mot toan the.

Mic dau mdi linh vye tri thire c6 thé dén con ngudi dén véi chan 1y, nhung d6 lai khong phai
1a chan 1y toan thé, chi 1a mot chan 1y bi phan manh:®3 “Khéng c6 mét linh vuc tri thirc nao,
khong c6 mot nhém khoa hoc nao, tham chi tat ca khoa hoc thé tuc 1a chan 1y toan thé.84 Chung
chi 1a nhiing khia canh cua céc su vat, va khong hoan hao trong mbi lién hé cua chung vai chinh
su vat.35 Pé dat dén chan 1y cach tron ven hon, mot linh vuyc tri thitc can dugc thap nhap vao
trong sy théng nhét rong 16n hon véi nhitng linh vyc tri thirc khac. Chang han, tri thirc vé thé
gidi ty nhién giup con nguoi kha thé tri nhan vé vii try, trong chinh n6 da 1a mot sy “trac viét
noi tai (intrinsically excellent)”, tuy nhién, né “khong thé chira lanh mot trai tim bi ton thuong”
8 hay giai thich vé mot lvong tAm t6i 161, va phai can dén céc linh vuec tri thirc khac. Do do,
diéu can thiét phai c6 sy théng nhit cia cac linh vuc tri thirc méi giup con nguoi ¢é trién vong
tiém can hon voi chan 1y.

“Trong tu thé cua no, tri thirc xoay quanh nhirng chu deé (subject- matter) 87 dugc lién két mat
thiét v6i nhau: Tét ca cac linh vuc tri thire duge cb két voi nhau, cau thanh mot tong thé, vi chi
dé ctia n6 1a duy nhét.”s8

Tt ca tri thire lam thanh mot tong thé, vi chi dé cua no 1 duy nhat; vi vl try trong chiéu rong
va chiéu dai ctia n6 c6 céu trac chit ché siu sic voi nhau, dén ndi khong thé chia tach phan nay
v6i phan khac, qua trinh hoat dong nay véi qua trinh hoat dong khac, ngoal trir bang mot sy
triru twong hoa cua tri tué (mental abstraction) dé phu hop v6i nhiing gié1 han cia tam tri con
ngudi... Toan thé vii tru ndy phat xudt tr mot ngudn mach (fountain head), do d6 khong thé
mau thuan 13n nhau. ®

Céc linh vuec tri thirc khong tach biét va doc 1ap nhau, nhung cing nhau tao thanh mot hé thong
toan thé hai hoa®, bd sung cho nhau®!, can bang 1an nhau.*? Nhitng két luan cua linh vyc tri
thirc nay phai dugc so sanh véi sy dung dén cua linh vuc tri thire khac nham tham tra, kién toan
va hiéu chinh cho nhau.”3

Va khi tat ca ndi két v6i nhau tao thanh mot cha dé hoi nhat dé chiém ngém bdi tam tri con
nguoi, s€ khong con nhiing gidi han thuc sy gilra cac thanh phﬁn v6i nhau; tréi lai chung dan
xen 13n nhau; va mot khi duoc suy xét boi tam tri, tat ca cac thanh phﬁn duoc t6 hop voi nhau,
va thu ddc mot dic tinh twong lién gitra phan nay véi phan khac, tir mau nhiém noi tai cia Ban
Thé Than Linh (Divine Essence) dén nhiing xuc glac (sensation) va 'y thire (consciousness) cua
chinh ching ta, tir nhimng sic 1énh uy nghiém nhat cia Thugng Dé dén nhimg gi c6 thé dugc
goi 12 su ngau nhién cua thoi gian.™

8 Ibid., 94

8 Ibid., 72

85 Ibid., 52

8 John Henry Newman, An Essay On The Development Of Christian Doctrine, 270

87 Néu nhu Bacon (1561- 1626) phan loai tri thuc dya trén cic co ning cua tim tri con ngudi: tri nho, tri tudng
tugng, va 1y tri.. thi Newman lai phan loai tri thirc dua trén chii dé (subject-matter) cua nd. (Cf. A. Dwight
Culler, op.cit., 218)

88 John Henry Newman, The Idea of University, 99

$John Henry Newman, The Idea of University, 50

% Ibid., 63

ol Ibid., 214

%2 Ibid., 99

% Ibid., 94

% Ibid., 45
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Tinh théng nhat cta tri thirc con thé hién trong sudt chiéu dai cua lich sir. Ngang qua gido duc,
nhirng tri thirc cua cac thé hé di trude dugce thong truyén cho cac thé h¢ di sau, qua thé c6 nhirng
quan diém xuyén su6t nhiing tri thirc cii va mai, qua khir va hién tai, xa va gan.”

Hinh anh an du Newman sir dung dé minh hoa cho tinh thong nhét cua tri thirc 1a “vong tron
cua tri thirc” %, Newman sir dung hinh anh nay khi n6i rang mot dai hoc dich thuc phai 1a noi
toan bo vong tron tri thirc duge giang day.”” O mdt noi khac, Newman noi:

Néu moét linh vyec tri thirc ndo d6 bi loai bo ra khoi vong tron tri thirc, nd s& bi lang quén, va
khong mot linh vyec tri thirc ndo co thé thay thé nd, vong tron bi thu nho lai, cac linh vuc tri
thirc khac phong dai pham vi dé xam l4an vao linh vuc cua linh vuec tri thire bi lang quén do. bo
la mot hanh dong nguy hiém, cac linh vuec tri thirc khac da xam pham vao lanh tho ma chiing
khong c6 quyén duogc di vao. Chang han néu dung riéng ré, tri thirc vé khoa hoc doi s€ co nguy
co de doa cho ton gido khi xam lan pham vi khong phai cua no, va dam nhén nhimng van dé ma
n6 khong c6 phuong tién dé giai quyét.

Trong Y Niém Ciia Mot Pai Hoc, Newman dé cap dén tinh théng nhéat cé ph'flm trat (a
hierarchical unity) cua tri thirc. Mot cach téng quat, tri thirc dugc phan loai dya trén ba cép do
riéng biét vé thuc tai hién hiru: Thuong dé, Ty nhién, va Con ngudi.® Trong d6 Khoa hoc
nghién ctru vé ty nhién, Vin chuong vé con ngudi, Than hoc vé Thugng dé. V& ban chit, Vin
chuong trdi vugt hon Khoa hoc, Than hoc lai trdi vuot hon Van chuong. Dudi nhan quan ton
gido, Newman cho rang Than hoc nam giit vai tro tién phong ddi voi cac linh vyc tri thirc
khac.'” Ly do, Thugng dé 1uon an tang trong 601 tuong nghién ctru ctia tat ca céac tri thirc!?!,
ma Than hoc lai c6 dbi twong nghién ctru truc tiép 1a Thuong DE.192 Sy thdng nhét c6 pham trat
ctia tri thire phan nao duoc 1y giai nhu sau: cac linh vy tri thirc khac nhau nhu 1a nhitng phan
anh & muc d6 va pham vi khac nhau ctia cung mot cha dé- trung tim diém cua vong tron tri
thire.! Cy thé, Newman dé nghi hinh anh mot sinh thé (organism) tri thirc'®: Khi néi vé cha
thé voi tap quan triét hoc, Newman dya vao loai suy két cau hitu co (organic analogy).

Mot khi thu dic duge su soi sang thyuc sy (real illumination), tdm tri khong con suy xét bt ctr
thanh phan nao cua dé tai chinh yéu duoc mo rong cua tri thirc ma khong nhén ra ring né chi
12 mot phan, hay khong c6 sy lién d6i von phat sinh tir sy tri nhan nay. N6 lam moi th trong
mdt ching myc nao d6 dwa tdi nhiing thir khac, n6 s€ thong truyen hinh dung (image) cua cai
toan thé t&i mdi thanh phan riéng biét, cho dén khi cai toan thé tré nén mot tinh than (spirit),
moi noi déu tran ngap va thim nhap nhimg thanh phan cu thanh cua nd, va cung cép cho nd
mot y nghia rd rang.'®

Trong sinh thé tri thirc ndy: “Tinh than dai dién cho tinh théng nhét cta tri thie; Cac giac quan
1a khoa hoc ty nhién; Tri nhd, tri tudng tugng tuong ing véi van chuong, va tho ca; Qud tim 1a
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%8 Ibid., 73-74
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192 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 26

103 Harold M. Petitpas., op.cit.,497

104 Tbid., 497

105 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 137

218



https://khoahocconggiao.org Joseph Trin Xuéin My, S.J. Vol.6; No. 1; 2026

nhiing chan 1y siéu viét vuot trén nhimng cong thirc kho ctimg; Tam tri dai dién cho triét hoc kha
thé ¢6 dugce tam nhin bao ham toan dién tinh thong nhat cua tri thirc.”1%

Diém quan trong, tinh thong nhét cua tri khong don thuan 1a mot sy cong gop, hay gop nhat
(accumulation) cac linh vuc tri thire khac lai voi nhau. 107 Pé dat t6i mot sy hiéu biét sdu xa hon
vé tinh thong nhat cua tri thirc can din than vao maot tién trinh mé ra cho nhitng cap d6 khac
nhau cta viéc tri nhan vé thuc tai. Cy thé, cin nai dén mot linh vuc tri thire dic th vira khac
biét v6i nhitng linh vuc tri thirc khac trong vong tron tri thic, vira bao ham ban chat cia
chung.'%® Bén ngoai, linh vyec tri thirc nay s& tim kiém mot siéu ngdn ngir (meta-language) va
mdt siéu khoa hoc (meta-science) cho phép luén gidi nhiing gi chua rd rang; Bén trong, linh
vue tri thirc nay sé truy tim nén tang an tang diang sau nhitng phuong phap va nguyén 1y cia
céc tri thirc trong vong tron tri thire.'” Newman gip kho khan khi goi tén linh vuc tri thirc
nay''’, tuy vy, trong Y Niém Ciia Mt Pai Hoc, Newman van thuong dé cap né dudi danh
xung Triét hoc.!!! £)1eu nay khong ngu y tm diém ciia mot chuwong trinh giang day (curriculum)
s€ xoay quanh triét hoc, hay triét hoc 1a mot bo moén nhu chung ta hiéu ngay nay.''? Newman
dang dé cap dén triét hoc ctia mot tAm tri toan thé (an imperial intellect)!!?, khong phai 1a mot
loai siéu triét hoc (super-philosophy) nhung don thuan 1a “su gido hoa dich thuc cua tri tu¢” '
— “tri tu€ dugc gido duc va trui ren dung dén dé c6 mot tAm nhin va su thau nhan lién thong (a
connected view or grasp) vé cac sy vat.'!'> Newman dinh nghia: “Vi gidi han cua thuat ngit, toi
goi su thanh toan hay duc hanh cua tri tu¢ béng danh xung triét hoc, tri thurc triét hoc, su mé
rong cua tam tri, sy soi sang (111um1nat10n)”1 16, 36 12 “mot vién tuong bao quat vé chan 1y trong
tat ca cac linh vyc cua no, vé cac moi lién he gitra Iinh vuec tri thirc nay voi linh vuc tri thuc
khéc, vé mdi lién hé hd twong va cac gia tri riéng cua céc linh vuc tri thirc.”!''” Theo Newman,
triét hoc, mot mit, kha thé dem dén su hiéu biét nhitng nguyén 1y van hanh cua cac linh vy tri
thire khac, mat khac, dem dén nhiing su hiéu biét phé quat hon dya trén nhitng gi da dugc kham
pha boi cac linh vy tri thirc riéng 1¢.1'8 N6i cach khéc, triét hoc kha thé chi ra ban chit (essence)
cua tirng linh vyc tri thirc, cach thirc céc linh vyec tri thue hoi nhét véi nhau, gia tri gido duc noi
timg linh vyc tri thire (gid tri khai phong va hiru dung ctia no).'"” Chang han: Vat 1y hoc va
Théan hoc deu ludn giai vé thé gidi thyc chung quanh ching ta, nhung vét Iy hoc nghién ciru ve
cac yéu t6 vat chat con than hoc nghién ctru vé cac yéu t6 tam linh; sau khi dé xdc dinh cac
nguyén 1y lam vi€c cua céc linh vyec tri thir, triét hoc kha thé chi ra mdi lién hé hai hoa gitra
chung.'?°
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Ping sau moi tri thire chi ¢6 mot tri tu¢ thiéng liéng duy nhat.'?! Tinh thong nhat cta tri thic
duoc hiéu nhu 12 tat ca cac linh vy tri thirc vira xuat phat tr mot nguyén ly dé nhat, dong thoi
tat ca déu quy chiéu vé nguyén 1y dé nhat d6, “tat ca cac nguyén tac dung dan trao ra tir no, tat
ca cac hién tuong dong quy tai nd, né qua thuc 13 nguyén 1y dau tién va cudi cing.'?? Vi quan
diém d6, Newman phan bac thai do “doc tai hoc thuit (academic imperialism)”!? cua cac
chuyén vién vdn cho rang nganh nghé ciia minh nim giir tat ca chan 1y, 1a tiéu chuan dé tham
dinh cac linh vuc tri thire khac!?%. Bong thoi ong nham chi dén mot nén giao duc dao luyén cac
chu thé xét nhu 1a nhiing nhan vi vuon té1 nhitng ¥ niém dai thé duya trén dic tinh théng nhét
cta tri thirc, xay dung ¥ niém ctia mot dai hoc noi gip g& cia tri thire phd quat'? va “toan b
vong tron cua cac khoa hoc duoc giang day”.?

Dit nén tang trén tinh thong nhat cia tri thirc, Newman dé nghi mot 14i tiép can doc dao vé ban
tinh con ngudi, tir d6 hudng con ngudi dén nén giao duc khai phong, ngd hau thanh tyu trong
chu thé véi tap quan triét hoc trong tdm tri- dai biéu cho tinh théng nhét cta tri thirc. Nhiing
dac tinh ctia nén gido duc nay dugc Newman trinh bay mach lac trong nhiing ¥ ni¢m cta 6ng
vé mot dai hoc.

Con nguoi nhin tw lang kinh thong nhdt cua tri thirc

Newman cho rang con nguoi la mdt thé gioi thé gidi vi mo (a microcosm) khong phai vi con
nguoi 1a mot nguyén tr trong mdt vil tru dong nhat (a homogeneous universe), nhung vi con

nguoi phan anh trong chinh ban tinh cia minh moi khia canh ctia mét vii tru hét suc da dang.
127

Con ngudi 1a mot hitu thé ky tai, nong nan (passion), tai tri, uy thé. Mot nguoi co thé thi trién
nhitng thién tu da dang niy bang nhiéu cach thirc khac nhau, trong nhiing chién tich cao quy,
trong nhing tu tedng 16n lao, trong nhitng hanh dong anh hung, trong nhiing ti ac dang cam
ghét. Con nguoi du’ng x4y cac thanh bang, chién dau, cdy xdi dit dai, chinh phuyc thién nhién,
lam chi giéng ndi, tao ra vo van nhimg ¥ niém va anh huong 1én nhiéu thé he. 128

Do d6, viéc tim hiéu ban tinh cua con nguoi, phai dugce thuc hién dudi dac tinh théng nhét cua
tri thirc. Con ngudi phai dugc tiép can dudi cai nhin lién mén (interdisciplinary), tirc su két hop
giita cac chuyén nghanh tri thirc (khoa hoc) khac nhau. “Su két hop nay 14 phuong thé dé chan
1y m& rong chinh ban tinh con nguoi.”?

Con ngudi can phai dugc suy xét trong su da dang cua cac méi lién hé; di cing véi cac mbi lién
hé nay la cac khoa hoc nghién ctru vé con nguoi. Tri thire vé con nguoi tré nén dung dan hon
khi dugc nhin nhén trong tong thé cac khoa hoc nay. Con nguoi co thé duoc suy x¢t trong mdi
lién hé véi cac yeu td vat chét noi co thé, trong thé trang tinh than, trong moi lién h¢ voi gia
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quyén, v6i cong dong, v6i Hitu Thé tac sinh nén né. Khi suy xét con ngudi trong tat ca cac moi
lién hé nay, ¥ niém vé con ngudi mai tré nén day du hon bang khong s& phién dién.'®

Con nguoi 1a mot hiru thé don nhat ndi tai, hién hitu voi nhiing gié tri dgc sang trén thé gidi
nay, dugc thé hién qua sy tu do trong viéc chon lya niém tin va thai do hanh dong. 13!

Chu thé tinh don nhat (the unique subj ectivity) va doi sébng ndi tim cuia moi ngu()’i xét nhu mot
nhan vi khong thé gian trir (irreducible). 132 Ong tap cht vao “hién hiru doc sang” ciia linh hon
con ngudi, va xac tin rang mdi nguoi 14 mot hiru thé toan dién va doc lap trong chinh no.!3
Trong Tinh Cd Vi cuia Linh Hon (The Individuality of the Soul), Newman bay to sy ton trong
dac biét cho doi sdng ndi tim ctia mot ngudi. “Anh ta [con ngudi] ¢6 riéng cho minh nhiing hy
vong, so hai, khat khao, muc dich, anh ta la tat ca ddi véi chinh anh ta...Khong ai ngoai anh ta
c6 thé that sy dung cham t61 anh ta, dung cham téi linh hon, t6i tinh bt tir cua anh ta, anh ta 1a
duy nhét cho dén muén doi. Noi anh ta ¢6 mot chiéu sau khon do khon théy, mot vuc sau vo
han cua su hién hiru.”'3*

Bén canh d6 con ngudi ciing mang trong minh tinh lién chu thé, nghia 1a méi lién hé hd tuong
cia mot nhan vi nay voi nhimg nhén vi khac vbn cuing chia sé cung mot vién canh vé doi song.
Tin nhan véao sy phd quat noi ban tinh con ngudi'S, Newman dé cap dén mbi lién hé lién chu
thé (intersubjective relationship) gitta nhiing nhén vi: Diéu gi mot ngudi kham pha trong chinh
ban than minh va ching kién noi nguoi khac, truc tiép ngang qua nhimng kinh nghiém song va
gian tlep ngang qua viéc hoc, ho ¢6 thé két luan rang nhing thugc tinh tvong ty nén tang dugc
nhin thay noi mot ngudi duge sé dic boi nhitng hitu thé khac giéng minh. '3

Con ngudi 1a mot hitu thé théng nhét noi tai, do d6, d6i véi Newman that khé c6 thé danh déng
con nguoi voi nhiing thut ngir tran thé (worldly terms), con nguoi ¢6 pham gia khong thé gian
trir thanh nhimg nganh nghé hay mot thyc tai tran thé nao.!3” Sy thanh toan (flourishing) cua
con nguoi khong thé duge danh gia chi dua trén chuyén mon nhu mot thg moc, mot y ta, nhung
la trong tu cach ciia mot con ngudi.'*® Can tinh cia mot ngudi khong chi dua vao cong viée
chuyén mén, nhung con qua viéc thé nghiém nhimng gia tri cdt 15i ciia ngudi d6 trong 16i sdng.
Chi khi nhitng khuynh huéng va tiém ning ty nhién cta ban chat con nguoi duoc phé dién va
phat trién t6i da, thi ban chat cia mot con ngudi moi tién dén gan hon véi su thanh toan. '3 Su
thanh toan ctia mot ca nhan khong phai 13 diéu gi d6 tu nhién d6i v6i con nguoi, nhung, can
duogc thu dic boi timg ngudi, dic biét ngang qua dao tao, giao duc va tap quan: “Con mat thé
Iy, co phan dé tri nhan nhimg d6i twong vat chat, dugc ty nhién ban cho; d6i mat cia tam tri,
ma ddi twong cua né 1a chan 1y 1a cong viée ciia ky luat va tap quan”.'40

Nén gido duc véi sicc nang gidi phéng

Khi suy xét ban tinh con ngudi dua trén ddc tinh thong nhét cia tri thirc, Newman qua quyét
pham gia con nguoi khong thé dugc gian trur chi bang nhiing chuyén nganh hay mét linh vuc
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tri thire ddc thu. V6i y niém nay, Newman cho rang nén giio duc khai phong voi diém nhan 1a
su gido hoa tam tri (mind) c6 trién vong phat 16 nhirng tai ning tiém an trong ban chat siéu vuot
ctia con nguoi, giup con nguodi ti€ém can hon vai su thanh toan.

Theo Newman, gido duc nhu mét chu trinh tién t6i, diéu nay phat xuét tir nguyén 1y théng nhét
cta tri thire: Gido duc dwa trén mot nguyén 1y c¢b dinh, vun bdi, timg thanh phan, c6 phuong
phap, nhim chi dén mot cing dich rd rang. *'Khéc véi sy chi day (instruction) von ¢ it hodc
khong tac dong dén chinh tdm tri, han tir gido duc (education) nham chi dén mot hanh dong dua
trén ban chat tri tué (mental nature) ctia con ngudi, va mot sy hinh thanh ca tinh, dirc hanh;
mang tinh ca vi va lau dai. 142 Trong tAm cua ¥ niém vé gido duc ctia Newman 1a “chan Iy 1a
diéu gi d6 dugc yéu mén, duge tim kiém, 14 diéu gi d6 khach quan trong dic tinh, nhung cé vi
trong su thau nhan, chan 1y khéng chi duoc kiém tim bang thé gidi thuc nghiém nhung con
vuot 1én trén.”'*3 Con nguoi trén hanh trinh khai pha tri thirc kha thé thoat ra khoi tinh trang bi
diéu kién hoa dé dung cham nhing chiéu kich sdu xa khéc ctia chan ly. Trong nén giéo duc khai
phéng, chu thé khong don thuan dugc huin luyén hay hién té cho nhirng myc dich dac thu, mot
cong viée cu thé nhung trude hét 1a dé kién toan nhimng tu chét thién bam noi tdm tri con
nguoi. 144

Mot trong nhitng luan diém chinh cua Y Niém Cua Mét Dai Hoc 14 su bién ho cho nén gido duc
khai phong nhu 1a muc dich chinh yéu cia mot dai hoc. '3

Gido duc khai phong duoc khai sinh vao thoi Hy Lap C6 dai, von duoc biét dén nhu 1a Paideia...
Paideia 13 mot nén gido duc cho su ty do ca vi ciing nhu chinh tri, cho mdt sy nhan thirc tron
day cua ban tinh con nguoi...™* M6 ta cach tiép can gido duc nay vao nhiéu thé ky sau, nguoi
La M3 da dat cho n6é mot tén méi: mot nén gido duc khai phong (liberal education), tir nay trong
nguyén nghia tiéng La tinh c6 nghia 13 “ctia hay thudc vé nhimg ngudi ty do.”'¥

Gi4o duc khai phong dugc biéu thi chinh yéu bsi khia canh khai phong ciia n6 ngang qua han
tur “khai phong Mot nén gido duc khai phong nham dén viéc giai phong ngudi thy hu’é'ng no.

Cu thé, giai phong ngudi hoc khoi nhitng gidi han ctia nhitng doi hoi hién tai va nhiing cai dic
thu (particular) mang tinh duy vat. '*® Vao thoi cia Newman, dudi tac dong manh liét cia chu
nghia duy nghiém (empiricism), John Locke va mot s6 nha tu tudng cho rang gido duc dudng
nhu ngay ttrc khic phai nhim dén viéc cung cap mot chuyén nghanh cu thé cho ngudi hoc.!'#
Trai lai, Newman cho rang dudng hudng gido duc nhu thé s& 1am thodi hoa (degraded)'*° nguoi
hoc xét nhu 12 mot hitu thé co 1y tri: Vi viée chi tap chu theo dudi hay lam viéc trong chinh
chuyén nganh cia minh, nhitng nang lyc cia tam tri cung nhiing tap quan tri tu¢ ciia anh ta bi
rat ngan lai, anh ta chi hiru dung trong chuyén mon ctia minh, va t6 ra vé dung trong nhiing linh
vuc chuyén mon khéc, anh ta bi nhan chim trong nhitng tu tuéng vun vit ma bd qua nhiing
dong gdp quan trong cua cac chuyén nganh khac. Gido duc khai phong lam cho tri 6¢ mo rong
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tam hiéu biét va theo dudi dam mé hoc thuat mot cach tu do, dbi nghich v6i nén gido duc vén
trang bi nguoi hoc dé lap day mot nhu cau xa hoi da dugc chi dinh trude. ™!

Nén gido duc khai phong tap chu vao viéc dao luyén nhiing co ning cua tim tri con ngudi.
Trong nén gido duc khai phong, tdm tri duoc trui rén vi chinh lgi ich cua chinh nd, vi sy tri nhan
dung dan khach thé cua chinh né va vi mot su gido hoa cao nhét cua chinh né (its highest
culture), thay vi dugc huin luyén hay bi hy sinh cho mét vai muc dich dac thu hay tuy phu
(accidental), cho mot vai nganh nghé cu thé.'” Tam tri con nguoi bao ham cac ¥ niém, cac cam
tinh (feelings), cac y kién (views), cac lap ludn (reasonings). Trong cai nhin vé nang luc cua
tam tri, mot mat, tm tri con ngudi tu ban chit c6 kha thé quy hudng con ngudi vé chan 1y vén
pho quat va khach quan!*® mit khac, con nguoi thudng méic phai nhiing sai 1am khi str dung
tAm tri khi hanh dong thiéu su phan tu boéi khéng dugc vun bdi cach dang din, hay do so “ndi
dau ctia tu duy”!%*, do thanh kién va nhitng gidi han gin lién véi ban tinh con ngudi. Do do,
tam tri can dugc vun boi, tinh luyén, dé vuot 1én trén nhitng rang budc duy vt chit, ngd hau co
thém nang lyc va tu do trong viéc truy tim chan ly, sy ty tri ngang qua tap quan tu duy doc lap
va su thanh toan.!® Muu cau tri thirc khai phong 13 mot trong nhiing diéu kién co ban cho viéc
huén luyén tdm tri. Ngang qua hanh vi twong tac vdi tri thirc mot cach tich cuc bang viée don
nhén, so sanh, néi két nhitng diéu moi v6i nhitng diéu da biét, tim ra mdi lién hé giira cac tri
thure, tAm tri m&i c6 thé dugce vun boi, gido hod va trd nén tu tri. Trong nén gido duc khai phong,
ngudi hoc dén dé hoc, dé su dung tam tri cht khong don thuan chi dé dugc day mdt céch thy
dong. 136

Trong gido duc khai phong, tri thirc va su hiéu biét tré nén cung dich trong chinh né: Nhiing
hoat dong va chiéu kich cua tri thirc cling nhu su hiéu biét co gid tri ty than, doc 1ap voi moi
két qua, moi muc dich. Gido duc khai phong giai thoat con nguoi khoi sy btic bach ctia nhu cau
vé mot chuyén mon dac thu, nham tao 1ap thoi quen yéu chan 1y va theo dudi dam mé dich thuc
mdt cach ty do noi nguoi hoc, 1a khong gian cho nhitng ¥ niém cua 1y tri, sy ty tri vwon xa. 157
Gigo duc dat nén trén tri thirc khai phong co cting dich trong chinh né, trude hét 1a mot khong
gian giup con nguoi thuéng ngoan vé dep von 1a thudc tinh cta chéan 1y'5 tiém tang trong cac
linh vyec tri thirc khac nhau mot cach tu tai, hon 1a go bo con nguoi trong nhirng doi héi c6 tinh
thuc tién, huéng nghiép. Chinh sy kham phé va chiém ngam chén 1y, ma viéc hoc dem lai 1a
cung dich day du, cho dau khong c6 gi ngoai né duoc thém vao, va boi dé chung duoc xem nhu
1a day di ddi voi con nguoi.'?

Truge nhirng phan bién cho rang gi4o duc khai phong duong thoi la vé dung, Newman dua ra
mot phan tich triét hoc va tri thirc luan vé tdt (good) va hitu dung (useful). Ong cho rang gido
duc khai phong voi viéc nhén manh dén su gido hoa tam tri, dat nén trén cac moén khai phong
cd dai vira la mot nén giao duc tot va hiru dung. Hitu dung thi chua han 13 t6t, nhung 1a hudng
t6i diéu tot, hay chi 1a mot phuong tién cua diéu tét. Hitu dung thi khong ludn ludn 1a diéu tdt,
nhung diéu tét thi lu6n ludn hiru dung. Diéu t6t thi khong chi 1a tdt, nhung con trién vong phat
sinh ra diéu tot khac. Khong c6 diéu gi trac viét, dep d&, hoan hao, dang khao khat vi loi ich
ctia chinh nd, ma lai khong tudn trio va cing tran nhiing diéu t6t ndy ra xung quanh né. Diéu

151 Leslie Armour, Newman's Theory of Ideas, (University of Ottawa), 3

152 1bid.,165

153 Cf. John Henry Newman, Apologia Pro Vita Sua, (London: Longmans, Green, 1890), 20
154 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 162-163

155 Cf. Ibid., 66, 312

156 Tbid., 489

157 Cf. Charles Bailey, op.cit., 15- 19

138 Cf. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University., 217

159 Tbid., 126
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t6t co kha nang phat sinh. Diéu tot 16n s& phd bién diéu tot 16n. Do do, néu gido duc khai phong
lam phat sinh su trac viét cta tm tri von khong chi dep, hoan hao trong chinh né nhung con
hiru dung cho nguoi thu déc nod va ca nhiing nguoi chung quanh; khong chi hitu dung nhung
con 1a diéu tét c6 strc ning cang tran, trudc het cho nguoi st dung va sau la cho toan thé gioi.
Néu gido duc khai phong 1a diéu tét, diéu tt yéu no ciing hitu dung.'®* “Mot nén gido duc khai
phong c6 thé khuyén khich ngudi hoc quan tdm dén cac mon khoa hoc vi gia tri tri tué noi tai
cua ching chir khong phai vi gia tri cua ching trén thi truong. Qua thoi gian, diéu nay co thé
c¢6 nhirng thanh qua riéng ctia né vé mit nghién ctru co ban va thiic day khoa hoc tién 1én.”16!

Gio duc khai phong nham t&i viée “loai bé sw mo tdi nguyén thuy ciia déi mat tam tri; dé cing
cb va kién toan tam nhin ciia né; 1am cho né kha thé khao sat thé giéi nay mot cach dang dan;
dem dén cho tam tri sy sang t0 va chinh xac dé triru tuong hod, so sanh, phan tach, dinh
nghia...” %2, hon nira, gido duc khai phéng con hun dic nén mot chu thé véi tap quan triét hoc,
dai biéu cho dic tinh théng nhét cua tri thire, mot chu thé véi kha nang tri nhan gia tri cia sy
vét trong chinh no va trong tong thé ctia vong tron tri thirc. Muc dich nay dugc thu dic, trude
hét bang viéc thyc hanh “tdp quan c6 phuong phap” tdi quan trong véi cac moén hoc khai phong:
Trivium (Tam khoa)- ngir phap, hung bién, luén 1y hoc, va Quadrivium (Tt khoa)- s6 hoc, hinh
hoc, thién van hoc, 4m nhac. ' Nhitmg moén hoc khai phong nay la nhitng 16 néo ngang qua
d6 mot tam tri séng dong bude vao thé gidi triét hoc, thirc tinh nhitng kha ning tiém tang trong
tAm tri ctia nguoi hoc nhu: kha ning tuong tuong, sang tao, tir duy, phan tinh. Cach t6t nhat dé
tr& nén thue su ¢6 giao duc 13 ddm minh trong nhitng kiét tac ctia qua khir.'64

Hay giup sinh vién thu dédc duogc tp quan co phuong phap nay, bét dau tir nhitng diém cb thu,
tao 1ap nén tang, gitp anh ta phan biét nhiing gi anh ta blet khoi nhing gi anh ta khong biét.
Dan da anh ta s& duoc thap nhap vao nhiing quan diém triét hoc chinh xac nhat va ty do nhét,
vbn 1am sach nhitng tri tué nong can, va ching ta s& khong cam thiy gi ngoai su non néng va
chan ghét & nhiing 1y thuyét hon tap, lam dung nhimng nghich 1y pho truong va nguy bién. 6

Trong nén gido duc khai phong, khai di tir viéc tiép can véi nhing tri thire triét hoc uyén nguyén
trong cac mon hoc khai phong, nguoi hoc duoc gido duc dé co tu duy da dang, dé 1y luan, so
sanh, dbi chiéu, hoc cach phén dinh, tinh loc nhing s& thich, kha pha ra tiéng goi (calling) cho
su hién hiru ctia minh trong ty do, tién t6i kha thé dam nhan bat cr nganh nghé nao.'%® Mot khi
duogc thu déc trong su day du cua nd, gido duc khai phong kha thé soi dan tAm tri ctia vuot lén
trén viéc chi thau nhén tri thirc cach thu dong ngd hau khao sat thé gi61 voi nhiing “y niém”
nho d6 tri thire duge thim nhép boi ly tri, va tam tri con nguoi tré nén thuan thuc voi cach thirc
suy xét sy vat cach ty do, mang tinh triét hoc.!®”

Y niém cia mot Pai hoc

Pai hoc thudng duogc khao sat nhu 13 mot thé ché (institution) hon 1a mot ¥ niém. 68 Nhur thé 1a
da quén di sttc manh cia y niém, qua that moi phong trao 16n trong lich str déu khdi phat boi

160 Cf. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 164
161 Fareed Zakaria, op.cit., 105

162 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 333, 348
163 Tbid,, 259
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166 Tbid., 166

167 Ibid., 103

168 Jaroslav Pelikan, op.cit., 24
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nhing y niém.'%° “ ‘Idea’ & day khong c6 nghia don gian 13 ‘y tudng’, theo nghia 1a ‘suy ngh?’
hay ‘y kién’ nao d6 vé dai hoc. Y ni¢m vé dai hoc c6 thé dugc hi€u I1a Tinh than song dong, 1a
Hon cua dai hoc.'”?

1.1. LYy thuyét vé y niém

Theo Newman, cac y niém dugc hinh thanh khi tdm tri con nguoi thuc hién nhitng phan doén
veé mot doi thé (object- sy vat, quan di€m...) nao do:

Céc phan doan hun dtic nén nhitng khia canh khéc nhau ctia ddi thé trong tim tri, mot trong sd
chung c6 thé chi 1a nhitng 4n tuwong thoang qua, hay van ton tai cho dén khi duoc thay thé bang
cac ¥ kién khac...S6 khac duoc in han trong tim tri cho dau c6 hay khong c6 1ap luan tot va c6
anh huong trén chung ta, cho dau chung lién quan dén céc su kién hay cac nguyén ly dao dic,
hay nhirng quan dlem vé cudc sdng va thé gidi, hay nhirng thanh klen su tuong tuong, nhiing
xac tin...Pai da sb két tap lai véi nhau va cung chung ddi trong, von dugc suy xét theo nhiéu
cach thirc khac nhau, khong chi bai nhiéu tim tri khac nhau, nhung c¢6 thé boi mot tam tri duy
nhat. Doi khi ching to ra ¢ mdi lién hé hd twong voi nhau, hodc it ra khong trai ngugc nhau,
trong truong hop nay chung c6 mot ngudn gdc chung. C6 khi ching t0 ra xung khic v6i nhau,
khong lién két véi doi tugng ciia chiing trong tm tri con nguoi. Tét ca nhimng diéu nay 13 nhimng
¥ niém von thuong bi con ngudi danh dong véi cac ddi thé.!”!

Y niém khong c6 nghia la khai niém (notion) ma mot chu thé ¢6 thé hinh thanh vé mot ddi thé,
nhung trai lai chinh d6i thé c6 trién vong dwoc tri nhan trong nhiéu ¥ niém khac nhau'72,
Newman dang dé cap dén y niém trong ¥ nghia ctia mot thyc thé ton tai (real entities) von kha
thé tri nhan, linh hoi va dai biéu cho ddi thé.!”

Y niém vén tugng trung cho mot d6i thé hay gia thiét mot ddi thé thi twong xung voi toan thé
nhing khia canh kha thé cta né, tuy nhién, ching c6 thé khac nhau trong sy hiéu biét riéng ré
cua tung ca nhan, va tuong Umg voi nhiéu trang thai khac nhau trong d6 ¥ niém biéu 16 chinh
n6 cho nhiéu tam tri khac nhau vé sy tac dong (force) va chiéu sau (depth), va nhiing 1y 1& cho
tinh chat xac thuc ctia nd. Thong thuong, mot y niém tré nén khach quan dbi véi tam tri ngang
qua nhing biéu trung da dang nay. '7*

Newman cho rang cac y niém von phat trién (development) theo thoi gian bang viéc khai mo
cach tiém tién nhitng khia canh vé cac sy vat von la nhimg thyc thé hoa (instantiation) cta
chung va ngang qua do thuc tai cua ching dan dugc biéu 10. Cac y ni¢m khac nhau nhu toan
hoc, dao dirc... thi phat trién theo nhitng cach thirc khéc nhau.'” Khi mot y niém, du chan chinh
hay khéng duoc thu dac boi tim tri, c6 thé noi rang no s& phat sinh sy séng, nghia 13 tr& nén
song dong trong tam tri thau nhan no. 176 Vi song dong, “nén khong c6 mot khia canh nao du
sdu sac dé ban thao hét tit ca cac khia canh vé noi dung cta mot ¥ niém dich thue, khong mét
thudt nglr hay ménh dé nao c6 thé dinh nghia y niém mot cach rot rao.”. 177 Qua that, cac y niém
c6 tinh da nguyén trong ciu triic theo hai nghia: chung dugc cdu thanh boi nhitng dién ta & mot
ltc nao d6 hay tai mot noi nao d6 cho mot nguoi nao do; va co vo sb nhtrng kha thé dé giai

169 [id., 24

170 Bui Van Nam Son, op.cit., 259-262

171 John Henry Newman, An Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine, 23- 25

172 Owen Chadwick, From Boussuet to Newman, The Idea of Doctrinal Development (Cambridge: Cambridge
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thich né.!7® Cac ¥ niém nhu mot diéu gi d6 dugc gidi han trong mot thoi khac vén bi chi phdi
boi nhitng dién mao trung gian cua dbi thé. Tuy nhién, khong c6 mot ¥ niém nao da duoc mic
can boi bat cir dién mao nao ctia nd hay boi bét cr mot gidi thich nao.'”Vi co nhiéu 16i giai
thich khac nhau cho mgt § niém, theo Newman can ¢6 nhimg tham quyen du nang lyc dong vai
tro sang loc va giam sat tién trinh  phat trién cta y ni¢m. Ching han, d6i véi su phat trién cac ¥
niém trong Kitoé gido, Newman dé nghi Gido Hoi nim giit vai trd do.

Newman cho rang mét y niém dugc khai sinh va phét trién ngang qua nhiing thir thach va nhiing
cudc luan chién dé duoc thanh toan va tré nén vu thé.'*° Tuy nhién, mot ¥ niém co gia tri ban
chat (substance) vbn giit vitng nén tang cua né giita nhitng xung khic va thay d6i.'8! Chang
han:

“khai phong” khi di ctng vdi tri thirc, dién ta mot ¥ niém déc biét von da ton tai, s& ton tai...Y niém nay
hién hitu trong thé gidi luc nay, hay trong twong lai, né dugc lam sang to boi mot truyén théng lich sir
lién tuc...Nhiing y kién khac nhau trong tién trinh lich st chi 1a mot su chtrng minh thém vao cho thuc
tai clia y niém nay... Ban chat ciia ¥ niém nay khong bi thay d6i theo thoi gian...N6 1 mot ¥ niém nguyén

mau (the archetypal idea).'®

“Su phat trién ciua mot v niém 1a mot khai niém bao ham ca sy phat trién tiém 4n trong mot y
niém va su théng nhat ctia n6 véi cac ¥ niém khac dé 1am thanh mot tong thé chit ché, kha thé
tri nhan. Vi¢c gidi thich mgt ¥y niém thu hat tam tri cua chu thé vao nhiing quan diém vé thé
gidi: Mot mat, chung duoc dinh vi trong nhiing trang huéng cta nhiing con ngudi cu thé trong
su xuat hién dau tién ciia ching, mat khac trong qua trinh phat trién ching kién tao nhirng méi
lién hé cong khai. Vi du, nhiing phép tdc hanh xi&r mang tinh x3 hoi tré nén nhirng y niém bam
sinh ngang qua mdt tién trinh noi d6 cic ¥ niém phat sinh nhimg hé qua vén thu hat mot chi
thé vao trong trang hudng cta nhitng ngudi khac, vao trong su tao lap cong dong.”183

Y niém kha thé tién dén su hoi nhat, hay théng nhét chung cude. Y niém vé mot d6i thé co thé
dugc dam nhan tir nhitng quan diém xa roi, tham chi d6i nghich nhau, xung khic, thiéu can doi,
tham chi trd nén hoan toan phi 1y; tuy nhién, tit ca nhiing sy vo 1y nay s& tan bién va tat ca
nhirng dbi nghich s€ duoc diéu chinh. T4t ca cc khia canh khac nhau ciia mot vy niém kha thé
dugc lién két va bién chuyén thanh ddi twrong ma né thude vé, va tinh khéng dong dang ban dau
clia cac khia canh tr& nén mot 1y 18 cho sy ton tai va thong nhat cia nd, nhimng biéu hién da
dang ctia né tré nén tinh chat cin nguyén va sirc manh cua no. '8

C6 mot su lién tuc khong nglmg trong tién trinh truy tim chan 1y, trong cing mot khoa hoc
nhitng ¥ niém dén sau 1a sy bd tro va kién toan cho nhing y niém da co trude. Cai co trude
khong phai luc nao cing dung ddn, néu khong mudn ndi 13 ¢o thé sai 1am, tuy nhién, trong noi
tai mot ¥ niém ludn phat trién, duoc hiéu chinh bang nhiing y niém dén sau. Trong | tién trinh
phat trién ctia ¥ niém, nhitng sai 1am c6 thé thong tri mot thoi gian, nhung chan 1y cudi cling sé
thang thé.!®s
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Tién trinh phat trién cta y niém kha thé kién tao cac truyén thong. Vi cac ¥ niém la ban chat
ctia doi song tinh than cua con nguoi va cac y niém lam phat sinh cac truyén thong.'3® Qua vay,
gido duc 1a tién trinh théng truyén cac y niém tur thé hé nay dén thé hé khac. Ngang qua tién
trinh gido duc, chu thé thap nhap vao mot tién trinh vun bdi cac ¥ niém ding din trong tAm tri
vé thé gioi va con nguoi. “Gido duc cho phep nguoi hoc hoat dong trong bdi canh cua nhiing
truyén thong phong phu varong l6n. Mot mat truyén thong dugc dinh vi trong tam tri ciia nguoi
hoc, mat khac, truyén théng dugc dinh vi gitta cac ¥ niém dang trong tién trinh phat trién boi
truyén thong d6. Gido duc tré nén khai phong bang viéc dat dé nguoi hoc cach ximg hop trén
nén tang (cutting edge) ciia mot truyén thong.”!87

“Y niém khong phai 1a céi gi tinh tai va da hoan tat, doc lap v6i su phat trién ctia ban than Tinh
than va thodt ly khoi nhitng hoan canh xa hdi nhat dinh. Vi thé, tai sinh y niém phai di lién véi
su d6i méi né. “Co nhiing yéu sach truyén thong van con gia tri, nhung, mit khac, phai phu
hop v6i nhimng hoan canh méi... Dai hoc, muén xting danh la dai hoc, phai dugc mot ‘Y niém’
dan dao nhu ngdi sao Bic dau. Khong ai ¢6 4o tuong, mot ngay nao do, s¢ ‘dén duoc’ ngdi sao
ay, nhung khong co no, ta s& 1am 1di va 1am lac trong dém t6i mit mung. Y niém nhu chan troi
vuon téi, nhu 1y twéng vay goi...” 88

1.2. Y niém cua mot dai hoc

“Y tudng gido duc chau Au di co tir khoang 2.500 trudc tai Hy Lap c¢b dai. Han 1am vién cua
Plato c6 thé duoc xem 1a hat nhan hoc thuét dau tién cua chau Au, hoi tu dau du céc tinh chét
hoc thuat: di tim cai thién, cai chan ly béng khoa hoc, bang sy d6i thoai trong khong khi tu do,
bang su tu nguyén, thiy va tro binh dang nhau, thay va tro tim dén nhau.”'®® Vao thoi cta
Newman, xuét hién mot su gay d6 manh mé vé gido duc dai hoc, duoc biéu hién ngang qua
cudc ludn chién kha cing thang giita cac nha phé binh Edinburgh Review va dai hoc Oxford.
Piéu ‘néy thuc bach Newman tham dinh lai y ni¢m vé dai hoc. Mot cach té)ng quat, Newman
cho rang:

Khi dam nhén trong ¥ niém dﬁy du cia no, dai hoc c6 ddi trong va st mang kién toan tim tri
nhan danh triét hoc, tri thirc triét hoc, va mo rong tam tri, hay 1 su roi sang (illumination). N6
khong chiém ngam nhimg bai hoc luan 1y hay san pham co gi6i; n6 tuyen b rén luyén tam tri
khong phai cho nganh nghé hay bon phén ndo; Sr mang cua n6 la giao hoa tri tu¢ (intellectual
culture) dé 1y luan tdt trong tit ca cac van dé, dé vuon t&i chan 1y va dé 6m 4p no.'°

Trong pham vi bai viét nay, xin gioi han tién trinh vuon tGi chan 1y c6 thé dugc thuc hién trong
gido duc dai hoc, ngang qua ba diém can ban: (a) tinh thong nhat ciua cac nganh khoa hoc; (b)
tinh nhan van; (c) vai tro cua triét hoc.

1.3.  Tinh thong nhdt ciia cdc nganh khoa hoc

Dit nén trén nguyén 1y théng nhét ciia tri thirc, Newman cho rang, cac khoa hoc riéng 1é duoc
nhin nhan nhu nhitng quan diém dac thu, nhitng khia canh khéc nhau gan lién véi tri thire toan
thé. Moi khoa hoc 1a mot sy triru turong hoa tur cai toan thé, ndi dung chu yéu cta né dugc tiep
can boi mot phuong phap riéng biét phu hop véi ndi dung chi yeu ctia no. !,

136 T eslie Armour, op.cit., 12

187 Thid., 12

138 Bui Van Nam Son, op.cit., 259-262
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Newman dinh nghia dai hoc 14 noi truyén ti tri thitc phd quét (universal knowledge)'*?, noi
gdp g& cua tat ca cac khoa hoc: “Pai hoc 1a giang duong cua tri thirc phd quat”!®3, bao gdm cac
giang vién va hoc vién dén tir moi linh vuc tri thirc khac nhau”.'®* Y niém ctia Pai hoc hé tai
tinh thong nhat cta tri thirc, hé tai méi lién hé hd twong cta tat ca cac linh vy tri thire theo khai
niém “vong tron tri thire”. 1%

Han tir “phd quat (universal)” trong “tri thirc phd quat” ngu y réng tat ca cac thanh phan riéng
1¢ déu tré nén mot. 19“Tri thirc pho quat” twong g v&i tinh chat thong nhat cua tri thirc: khat
vong suy xét sy vat mot cach day du von thic day nguoi hoc chiém ngam tdi da nhiing Van dé
lién quan dén sy vat, do d6 dic tinh dich thuc ctia mot dai hoc khong phai 1a giang day tat ca
cac khoa hoc, cho bang bat cr khoa hoc nao dugc giang day, phai duoc giang day trong mot
tinh than phd quat (a spirit of universality).'9? Gitra cac khoa hoc déu c6 mdi lién hé hd tuong,
nén that kho dé loai trir mot nganh khoa hoc nao d6 ra khoi chuong trinh giang day cua dai hoc.
Tuy nhién, trong thyc té diéu nay 6 ra bat kha thi vi tinh rong 16n ciia cac linh vuc khoa hoc.
Do d6, khi néi giang day mot khoa hoc riéng 1¢ véi tinh than ph6 quat c6 thé dugc hiéu 1a khao
sat dic tinh duy nhit ctia nhitng khoa hoc duoc giang day dudi tam nhin thdng nhat cua tri thirc.
Chi véi viéc giang day tri thirc phd quat, dai hoc méi c6 thé truyén tai chan 1y cach dang dan.'%®

Trong vong tron tri thire, mdi khoa hoc déu c6 gi tri khong thé thay thé, mdi khoa hoc thi hanh
mot nhiém vu riéng biét phit hop véi nguyén tic tri thirc luan ctia chinh n6. Mdi khoa hoc chi
nghién ctru khia canh thuce tai cua chinh no, bi g101 han trong sy trac viét ciia phuong phap va
quan diém vé thuc tai ciia chinh né. Tuy nhién, gilta cac khoa hoc riéng 1¢ t6n tai mot s6 ¢ két
cling nhu cac linh vyec tri thire lam thanh mat tong thé. Mdi khoa hoc can dén cac khoa hoc khac
dé duogc bd tic, can bang va tim duge ¥ nghia t6i da ciia chinh minh.

Tat ca cac linh vuc tri thire déu lién hé dén nhau, boi vi ndi dung chu yéu (subject-matter) ctia
tri thire duoc lién két mat thiét véi nhau trong chinh no, nhu nhitng hanh dong va ky cong cua
Déng Tao Hoé. D6 d6 cac khoa hoc, noi dé tri thire ctia chiing ta dugc khuodn dic, cé nhiing
méi lién hé da dién véi nhau, va mot sy dong tinh, va dén nhan ndi tai, hon 1a doi hoi, so sanh
va hiéu chinh. Chung kién toan, hiéu chinh va can bang 1an nhau...Cha ¥ thai qua dén mot khoa
hoc thi khong céng bang cho khoa hoc khéc, ho hirng hay b6 bé khoa hoc nay tirc dang day
ching ra khoi vi tri dang ra chung phai c6. D6 1a sy pha ro1 dudng ranh gioi gitta khoa hoc va
khoa hoc, 1am nhiéu loan anh hudng cta chung, pha v& mdi hai hoa vén rang budc chung voi
nhau...!"”

Trong y nghia nay, dai hoc c6 sir ménh xéac dinh ranh gidi cta timg khoa hoc, xac 1ap cac mdi
tuong quan hd twong giira cac khoa hoc khac nhau, bao dam tinh hai hoa giita nhiing khoa hoc
tuong chimg nhu trai ngugce nhau, dong thoi quy hudng nhiing twong phan thanh loi ich chung
(common good). 2% Theo Newman, dé chu toan sir ménh nay, dai hoc can dén su hd tro cua

192 Ibid., Preface

193 “Rise & Progress of Universities,” John Henry Newman, accessed March 04, 2021,
https://www.newmanreader.org/works/historical/volume3/universities/chapter2.html
19 Ibid.,

195 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 63

196 A. Dwight Culler, op.cit., 180

197 Ibid.,

198 Ibid.,

199 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 94

200 1bid., 458
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triét hoc- khoa hoc ctia cac khoa hoc2!, mét tinh trang ctia tim tri di duoc hun duc sau mot tién
trinh trui rén dudi nén gido duc khai phong kha thé tri nhan gié tri timg khoa hoc riéng biét, nén
tang siéu hinh va mdi lién hé hd twong giita chiing.

Newman nhin nhén gia tri ndi tai cta timg khoa hoc, tuy nhién, 6ng 6m ip mot thai d6 dung
muc ddi véi nd. Boi véi ong, khoa hoc chua bao gio dong vai tro ctru canh cho ngudi hoc, trai
lai ngang qua khoa hoc, Newman ludn mudn huéng ngudi hoc tdi mot thye tai cao hon. Mbi
lién h¢ gitra cac khoa hoc twong ng voi lién h¢ gitra cac thyc tai (facts). Cac hién hitu lam
thanh mot “thyec tai lién hiép” (complex fact), mot tong thé, bao ham vo s cac thuc tai dic thu
von thiét dat vo sd cac méi lién hé: gila cac mau nhiém cua ban thé thanh thiéng va cam thic
con ngudi, gitra nhitng ménh 1énh t6i cao nhat ciia Thuong Dé va nhimng bién cd tinh cd cia
hién hiru. Cac mdi lién hé nay cdu thanh nén “chan 1y” vén “phong phti vé hinh thirc
(multiform)” phit hop v&i nhitng pham vi nghién ciru, khao sat, kiém nghiém von nhat quan cia
cac khoa hoc khac nhau, mac di d6i khi ¢6 vé mau thuén va xung dot. Ky thyc, ciing giéng nhu
¥ niém thuc sy (real ideas) chan 1y chi c6 mot va chan 1y khong thé mau thuan véi chan 1y.202

Pai hoc phai 13 noi cung cap mot nén gido duc khai phong cho sinh vién, muc dich cot 161 1a
giao hoa nguoi hoc xét nhu 1a mét nhan vi doc sang, 1a noi ma “vo s6 nhitng chu thé gap go
nhau va cong tic v6i nhau trong tw do dé hoc hoi 1an nhau” 203, dong thoi ciing 1a noi thap lén
1ong yéu mén su hoan hao va vé dep ctia tam tri.2* Theo d6, dic tinh théng nhit ctia nganh
khoa hoc trong ¥ niém dai hoc, mot mat, dugc dat nén tang trén tinh théng nhét cua tri thirc,
mit khac, dugc thanh tyu ngang qua nhitng nhiing chu thé vira doc sang vira mang tinh lién chu
thé tan tinh dan than cho gido duc. Vi Iy twdng bao ham nhitng khoa hoc kha thé tri nhan trong
dai hoc, Newman trudc hét ngu y don nhan nhiing chu thé mong mudn theo dudi khoa hoc
d6.29%Pai hoc theo ¥ nghia nay con 1a mot cong dong tri thirc, noi hun diic nén nhing gia tri
nhan van cao quy.

1.4. Tinh nhan van

Newman tin nhén vao ban tinh siéu vuot ciia con ngudi, ddi v0i 6ng con nguoi co pham gia
khong thé gian trir thinh nhimg nganh nghe hay mot thuc tai tran the nao. 2% Do do, trong y
niém ctia mot dai hoc, Newman dic biét nhan manh vao viéc thing tién pham gia cua con ngudi
trude nhat. “Pai hoc bao gio cling 13 universitas generis humani, 1a nhan loai hiéu nhu mot nhat
thé. Tinh ngudi 14 thiéng liéng: chinh né mang lai pham gia cho timg mdi ca nhan.”207

Tam nhin ctia Newman vé gido duc khong chi 1a mot Iy thuyét vé kién thirc, nhung con 13 ban
tam v€ nguoi hoc duoc trd nén nguoi tham dy chu dong chir khong chi 1a khan gia trén hanh
trinh tién dén tri thirc pho quat: Gido duc ban vé sy gia ting tAm tri va con tim?* cua ngudi hoc,

201 [y giai cho viéc Than hoc khong dong vai tro cai quan trong vong tron khoa hoc John Goyette va William
Mathie cho rang Thin hoc gip nhiéu chng ddi tir cac khoa hoc doi (Dicourse IT). Ngoai ra, Dién ngén II- V:
triét hoc xét nhu mot khoa hoc thé tuc ¢o khuynh huodng thay ddi va diéu chinh nhitng chén Iy cua than hoc, véi
tap quén triét hoc ctia tim tri bao ham mot ning luc sang tao ctia hinh thanh (forming) va hoi nhit (uniting), tiéu
ho4 nhitng gi chu thé biét va khai pha. (Cf. John Goyette va William Mathie, The Idea of a Catholic University:
Newman on The Role of Theology In a Liberal Education, 89-91)

202 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 461

203 Ibid., 146

204 Thid., 122

205 Ibid., 21

206 Reed Frey, op.cit, 14

207 <y nigm dai hoc nhu mot gia tri c6t 16i,” Bui Van Nam Son, accessed March 10, 2021, https://hpdf.vn/vn/y-
niem-dai-hoc-nhu-mot-gia-tri-cot-loi-bui-van-nam-son/

208 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 503
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gitip ho trién né trong tu cach 1a nhimg nhan vi dé sdng trong su that. Pai hoc, trudc hét, phai
1a khong gian dé mot nguoi khai pha nhitng gié tri trong ban tinh con ngudi cao quy ctia minh.
Con ngudi 14 con ngudi v6i nang luc tu duy kha thé vuron téi chan 1y trude khi bi gidi han vao
mot nghanh nghé cu thé. Do dé, ngudi hoc phai tré nén trung tim trong nén gio duc dai hoc,
dugc vun bdi tm tri dé bén nhay va tré c6 nén niang luc va nhay cam véi tinh thdng nhit cua
tri thirc. V&i viée ndm bét tinh toan b nay, ngudi hoc kha thé dam nhén bat cir nganh nghé dac
thu nao. 2%

Dai hoc khong phai la chd cuia gido duc huéng nghiép. Céc dai hoc khong chu y day tri thire
can thiét dé 1am cho con ngu:(n phut hop voi cac cach kiém sdng nao d6. Muc tiéu cta dai hoc
khong phai tao ra céc luat gia, bac si, hay k¥ su c6 k¥ niang, ma tao ra nhitng con nguoi c6 tam
tri trac viét véi nhitng nang luc da dang nhu tu duy, phan tu. Con nguoi 1a con nguoi, trude khi
con nguoi la luat gia, bac si, nha kinh doanh, hay nha san xuét; va néu chung ta lam cho ho tr&
thanh nhitng nguoi ¢6 nang luc va mot tri tu¢ bén nhay , ho sé biét cach 1am cho ho tré thanh
nhirng luat gia hay bac si c6 nang lyc.?!?

Trong ban chit cta nd, dai hoc 1a mot khéng gian rong 16n danh cho sy thong truyén tu tudng,
ngang qua nhimng trao d6i ca vi vé nhiéu linh vye.2!! Hudng dén tinh “nhéan vin” (humanitas)
trong su théng nhat gitra nghlen cltru va giang day, nén giao duc dung nghia chi co thé hinh
thanh trong sy trao doi y kién “cua moi nguoi voi moi ngu0’1 trong su giao tlep va truyen
thong gilta nguoi day va nguoi hoc.?!'? Vi cing nhau muu cau chén 1y, nén nhimng chu thé c6
mat trong dai hoc s€ khong tuong tac voi nhau theo kiéu canh tranh sinh ton, trai lai ho thiét dat
nén mot cong dong tri thirc trong mot nén gido duc khai phong: khi song trong mot cong ddng
nhu thé, sinh vién hoc hoi 1in nhau, ngang qua nhing cudc trao doi mdi nguoi sé thii dac duoc
nhitng y tuong madi, nhitng géc nhin madi va nhirng nguyén ly dac biét cho phan doan va hanh
dong 213

Céc thanh vién trong dai hoc cung nhau thiét dat nén mot cong d@)ng tri thirc, noi do, nhirng
cudc gip gd, trao ddi trong thai d6 muu cau tri thirc diing dan trd' nén nhitng bai hoc sdng dong
cho nhau. Ngang qua nhiing mdi twong quan lién vi (interrelation) cing nhiing twong tac lién
vi (intercommunion), cac c4 nhan dén tir nhiéu linh vuec tri thirc khoa hoc khac nhau s& b tic,
hiéu chinh, soi sang lan nhau.2"

Newman nhan manh dén viéc thiét 1ap mot méi gidy twong quan ca vi giita nguoi hoc va giang
su. Yéu td ¢4 vi trong giang day 1a hét sirc quan trong. Nén gido duc thyuc thu doi hoi anh huong
ca vi cla giang su trén nguoi hoc: “Mot hé théng hoc thuat khong ¢ su anh hudng ca vi cia
cac giang su trén nguoi hoc s€ nhu mot mua dong bang gia; mot dai hoc bi dong bang (ice-
bound), t€ liét (petrified), ctng coi (cast-iron). 215 Chan ly duoc thong truyén chinh yéu bang
nhan ching mat d6i mat, khong c6 mot twong quan ca vi nhu thé, chung ta khong nhén ra sy
ton tai ciia n6: khong c6 mot cudn sach nao co thé chuyén tai nhitng dau an chan 1y vén phirc
tap va da dang trong céc linh vuc tri thirc nhanh chéng va chic chin cho bang sy dong cam giira

209 Ibid., 166

210 1bid., 106

211 «“Rise & Progress of Universities,” John Henry Newman, accessed March 04, 2021,
https://www.newmanreader.org/works/historical/volume3/universities/chapter2.html.

212y nigm dai hoc nhu mot gia tri c6t 16i,” Bui Van Nam Son, accessed March 10, 2021, https://hpdf.vn/vn/y-
niem-dai-hoc-nhu-mot-gia-tri-cot-loi-bui-van-nam-son/

213 Cf. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 146-147

214 1bid., 147

215 “Rise & Progress of Universities,” John Henry Newman, accessed March 04, 2021,
https://www.newmanreader.org/works/historical/volume3/universities/chapter2.html.
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tAm tri v&i tAm tri phat xudt tir nhitng con nguoi cung nhiing cach bay to ¥ kién sdng dong.2'
Sau nay, Newman dé chon céu khau hiéu Trai tim néi véi trai tim (Cor ad cor loquitur) dé lam
¥ luc song cho cuge doi con lai cua minh, dy duge xem nhu mot tom két gan nhu toan bd cudc
séng va su nghiép gido duc cta 6ng. 217

Vao thoi cua Newman, dudi nhitng anh huong cua chu nghia duy nghiém, dac biét voi sy phat
trién cta khoa hoc, nhing hinh théi tri thirc truyén théng duong nhu bi xem nhe.?!8 Trai lai,
Newman cho rang tri thirc truyén thong nhu mét cur diém (genius loci) bao ham ‘nhiing gia tri,
cung cap nhitng nguyén 1y cho su phat trién con nguoi. 219 “Gia trj cta truyén thong nam trong
nhitng ¥ niém trung dung (mediated ideas) ctia n6 von biéu 16 sy khon ngoan cé tinh chét xa
hoi, nhitng chéan 1y viing bén... Cir diém nay lién két cac ca nhan trong xa hoi, mic cho nhiing
quyén luc kha thé gy nén nhitng chia r&.”22° “Nhan loai di dé lai mot kho tang nhan van vi dai
dﬁy chét séng thuc trong moi lanh vyc hoat dong sang tao cia con nguoi, tir nghé thuat dén
khoa hoc, chira day nhitng y twdng b ich. B kho tang di di thi giéng nhu mot nha nghéo ma
vurt bo ca kho bau.”??!

Céc ban vin cd dién rat quan trong khong phai vi chiing c¢d xwa, nhung vi chung 1a mét sy khoi
dau cho mot su khai phong déc biét, voi nang lyc khai m¢ tam tri con nguodi. Qua thé nguoi
hoc muén khai phé ra sy khon ngoan ciia chinh minh trén thé gi6i nay phai ra khoi chinh minh,
phai cho phép minh tr¢ nén nhitng nguoi xa la trén chinh d4t nudc cua minh. Lam cho nguoi
hoc trd nén tu do, chiing ta s& tim lai niém tin va nhitng phuong thé ma bat ctr ngudi nao véi
bét ctr kinh nghiém nao ciing c6 thé chia sé¢ cudc dam luan cta tam tri, vin hod va su tu chu da
dién ra tir xa xua. 222

Dai hoc phai 1a Ba Me (Alma Mater), biét con cai ctia ba ting nguoi mot cach cé vi, chir khong
phai 1a mot xudng duc, té nhat, mot loai cong xudng. 223 Pai hoc 14 noi gia ting pham tinh cta
mot chu thé xét nhu 1a mot nhan vi doc dao, tao lap su hai hoa gitra cac khoa hoc khéac nhau,
dac biét 1a khong gian kién tao hoa binh gitra cac nha khoa hoc thudc cac linh vuec tri thire khac
nhau dén tir moi noi. Mot thé gioi dai déng dang dugc va s€ thanh hinh trong bau khi tri thirc
noi dai hoc.

a. Vai tro cua Triet hoc

Néu triét hoc da timg dugc dé cap dén nhu mot linh vuc tri thirc bao dam cho su tri nhan tinh
théng nhét cua tri thirc, thi trong y ni¢ém cua mdt dai hoc, triét hoc cling dugc nhin nhan nhu
khoa hoc ¢c6 trién vong gitip ngudi hoc thau nhan gia tri dic biét cua timg khoa hoc, hiéu biét
mdi quan hé hd tuong gitra cac khoa hoc voi nhau, tiém can v6i chén ly von duoc xem nhu mét
thuc tai tong hoa cac mdi twong lién giira cac khoa hoc véi nhau. 224

Theo Newman, mot cach t6ng quan triét hoc « 1a 1y tri dugc trui rén dua trén tri thac...1a ndng
luc quy chiéu moi khoa hoc vao vi tri dung dan cua no trong hé thong tri thurc phd quat...1a su

216 1bid.,

217 “ Heart Speaks to Heart: Saint John Henry Newman’s Educational Ideals,” Fr. John McNerney,accessed
March 04, 2021, https://ihe.catholic.edu/heart-speaks-to-heart-st-john-henry-newmans-educational-ideals/
218 Lawler-Brunner,op.cit., 33

219 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 111

220 Lawler-Brunner,op.cit., 56

22! Fareed Zakaria, op.cit., 25

222 Anthony O’Hear and Marc Sidwell, op.cit., 37

223 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 144- 145

224 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 51
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nhan thirc toan thé trong ting thanh phan, cing dich trong sy khoi dau, gia tri ctia nhimg ngat
quang, chirng muc cua su tri hodn trong sy van hanh cta vong tron tri thirc.”??

Trlet hoc cling thuc thi vai tro cua minh trong mdi khoa hoc riéng biét, khi né “phan loai va sap
xep cac thyc tai; quy chiéu cac hién twong riéng 1¢ va mot quy luat chung, truy nguyén nguén
gbc cuia nhimg tac dong”.226 Bong thoi, tip hop mot chudi nhitng déu vét trong sy biéu 16 cua
toan thé. 22’

Triét hoc khong chi thiét 1ap cac ranh gidi cho cac khoa hoc khic nhau nhung con minh dinh
“nhitng gi kha thé tri nhan trong mdi pham vi cia tur tudng; khi nao chung ta phai hai long vai
nhiing gi chua biét, phuong dién nao thi sy khdo sat 1a vo vong, phuong dién nao kha thé; noi
nao 1a phuic tap khién tri 6c khong giai quyét duge, noi nao khoa hoc duge xem 1a huyén bi,
hay roi vao vuc sdu. Triét hoc trd nén than quen vé6i dau hién cua nhitng khé khin rd rang va
dich thuc, voi nhitng phuong phéap xac déang cho timg chu dé riéng biét. 228

Néu khong c6 triét hoc, y niém vé su gip gd giita cac khoa hoc khac nhau trong dai hoc s& kho
c6 thé duoc tri nhan cach d& dang. Qua thé, dai hoc khong thé chi dit nén trén nhimg nhu cau
hiru hinh cta nhig ngudi theo chu nghia vi loi, trai lai chinh né phai dat nén trén “mot y ni¢m,
mot vién canh, mot nguyén ly tri tug”. 229 Vi triét hoc, tam tri cia mot chu thé s& dam nhén tat
ca nhitng phan tu vé thé gioi duoc biéu 16 ngang qua cac tat ca cac khoa hoc, cac phuong phap,
quy tu tat ca cac nguyén ly, cac hoc thuyét, cac chan Iy mot cach chinh xéc trong cai nhin quy
hudng dén tong thé. 230

Boi tat ca nhitng vai tro nay, triét hoc 13 hinh thai trac viét nhét cia tri thirc, va mot chi thé voi
tap quan triét hoc noi tam tri la dich diém trong nén gido duc khai phong theo Newman, do la
su thanh toan cua tri tu€ va sy mé rong tam tri dich thyc.

Y niém ctia mot dai hoc ciing mot sé nhitng dic nét noi trdi nhu trén da phan nao cho thay “y
niém phat trién tu triét hoc, khong chi dua trén mét tién trinh lich sir da qua, nhung con 1a mot
¥ niém s& diéu hu(mg dién trinh trong twong lai... Khong mot co quan, t6 churc hay xa hoi nao
c6 thé truong t6n ma khong tim ra va bao vé nhing gié tri cdt 16i. Hiéu theo nghia 4y, biét dau y
niém c6 khi manh hon thuec tai, vi né dinh hinh thyc tai?”23! Qua thé, ¥ niém kha thé tic dong

dén nhirng thuc tai khach quan va bién d6i ban tinh con ngudi; khoi goi tu tuéng noi ngudi
khac, thay doi nhan thirc va bién doi thyec tai. 232

Chu thé voi tap quan triéet hoc trong tam tri

Giao duc khai ph(’)ng 1a mét tién trinh gido hod tam tri. >*Newman goi su thanh toan cta tam
tri béng danh xung “triét hoc, tri thirc triét hoc, su mé rong tam tri hay sy soi sang” 234 va chu
thé sir hitu nhirg pham tinh nay duoc goi 1a “chu thé vai tap quan triét hoc trong tim tr1 (aman
with philosophical habit of mind)”.?*> Chu thé voi tap quan triét hoc 1a mot hién thé song dong

225 Ibid., 139

226 Ibid., 53

227 Ibid., 75

228 Ibid., 461

229 Ibid., 423

230 Ibid., 371-372

231 Bui Van Nam Son, op.cit.,262
232 Lawler-Brunner, op.cit., 12
233 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 130
24 Ibid., 125

235 Ibid., 51
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ctia nguyén 1y thong nhét cua tri thirc theo Newman: Tri thirc dong thoi vira ¢6 tinh toan thé
trong pham vi, vira hi€p nhat trong dac nét, nén chu thé s¢ hiru tri thirc nay 1a mdt dang thirc
cua dai hoc thu nho.?3¢

Newman tri nhan sy gido hoa tdm tri 1a mot tién trinh tdp quan ho4 (habituation).?3” “Con mit
thé ly, co phan dé tri nhan nhitng doi tugng vat chat, dugc tu nhién ban cho; d6i mat cua tdm
tri, ma doi tugng cua no 1a chan 1y (truth) la c()ng viéc cta ky luat va tdp quan”.2*® Cung dich

ASN1Y

cta gido duc khai phong 1a “mot su roi sdng”:

Kha nang chiém ngam tri thirc nhu toan the cua no, tri nhan va danh gia ding gia tri cua cac tri
thirc thanh phan, dong thoi xac minh méi twong quan ctia cic thanh phan trong mot tong thé...
Su kién toan da dang cta cac nang lyc noi tam tri.?%

Su roi sang con 1a mot tap quan, mot sy thu dac mang tinh ca vi, va mot tai nang trong tam tri.
240

Tap quan c6 ngudn gdc tiéng Hy Lap 1a “Hexis” phai sinh tir dong tir Hy Lap “echein”, nghia
1a “co-to have” hay “nam giir nhur mot tai san- to hold as a possession”, hay “trd nén mot trang
thai chic chan”. N6 biéu thi mot thai do hay mdt cach thurc tri nhan hién thoi vimg bén vdn da
duoc thiét dat boi nhitng hanh dong lap di 1ap lai. Hexis dugc céac triét gia dich sang tiéng Latin
1a habitus, trong tiéng anh 13 “habit”. Mot tAm tri 1anh manh da dugc gido hod thu dac mot thién
chi manh mé& huéng vé viéc muu cau va tri nhan chan 1y

Tap quan triét hoc duoc hinh thanh cung voi viéc 1ap di 1ap lai hanh dong manh liét va tic thi
ctia tAm tri dya trén, huéng vé, va ngay gitra nhitng ¥ niém méi dang d6 don 1én né. D6 1a hanh
dong c6 stic nang tac thanh (formative power), quy chiéu vé trat tu va y nghia cua linh vuc tri
thirc ma tam tri dang thau nhan. Hanh dong nay dién ra khi tAm tri tiéu hod © “nhiing d6i tugng
cua tri thire” qua viéc ndi tam hoa chung. “D¢6 1a mot chuyén dong hudng vé trung tam tri tué
(mental centre) vbn dua dén mot hé qua bao gdm nhing gi chung ta biét va nhiing gi chung ta
dang hoc. Tién trinh nay bao ham sy phén tich so sanh va dan t6i sy phan doan va hé thong hoa
da duoc cung cap trong khi van mé ra cho sy xét lai.”2*2 Trai nguoc véi hanh dong c6 sirc nang
tac thanh cua tam tri Ia hanh vi thau nhan tri thire mot cach thu dong: chu thé tiép nhén tri thire
khong ¢ giang ddi chiéu cac linh vy tri thirc khic nhau nham tim ra tinh chat riéng cta ting
loai, mdi lién hé hd tuong gitra chung. Sy thau nhén tri thirc mot cach thu dong giéng nhu mot
nguoi by hanh di dén mot mién dat xa la, anh nhin nhiing canh vat trudc mét minh ma khong
no6i [én duge mdt y nghia, mot lich st hay trién vong nao lién quan dén chung, nhiing canh vat
dén roi di, tAm tri anh ta chang co gi thay doi.

Triét hoc lam cho mdi day lién hé giita cac khoa hoc trong vong tron tri thire, cling nhu pham
vi ctia timg khoa hoc kha thé tri nhan. Tép quan triét hoc la nang lyc tri nhan nhiéu khoa hoc
dong thoi trong cing mot hé théng, quy chiéu chung mot cach riéng biét dén vi tri dung din
ctia chiing trong hé thong cuia tri thirc phd quat, 13 nang luc hiéu biét cac gia tri riéng biét caa

236 Cf. A. Dwight Culler, op.cit., 190-191
237 Mary Katherine Tillman, The Philosophic Habit of Mind: Aristotle and Newman on the End of Liberal
Education, (University of Notre Dame, 2020 ), 18
238 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 135

39 x. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 137, 5 (Du6i nhin quan ton gido, Newman cho rang chi
thé véi tap quan triét hoc trién vong vuon toi sy hiéu biét vé su vat nhu chinh no 1a trong sy roi sang than linh
(divine illumination)).
240 1bid., 113
241 Mary Katherine Tillman, op.cit., 18

242 Cf. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 134-135
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timg khoa hoc, va dinh rd mdi lién hé hd twong gitra chiing.2** Pi voi Newman, ddy 1a tinh

trang tAm tri cao nhat ma con nguoi cé thé khao khat.?** Tap quan triét hoc cua tAm tri bao dam
su quan binh, can doi, va tinh toan thé cua sy trac viét tri tu¢, boi chung cac khoa hoc ma no
phan tu déu c6 moi lién h¢ ho twong, sy thong nhat ndi tai gitta ching.

Chu thé véi tap quan triét hoc hiéu rd nhiing net dai cuong chinh yéu cua tung khoa hoc, cac
nguyén 1y ciia n6, pham vi clia timg phén trong n, sy soi sang (lights) va bong t6i (shades) ctia
no6, nhimng diém trong tdm ciing nhur sy nho bé ciia nd, diéu ma nhiing nguoi khac khong hleu
dugc...tht ddc nhitng thudc tinh 13 ty do, cong bang (equitableness), diém tinh (calmness), tiét
d6 (moderation), va khon ngoan (wisdom).*®

Néu nhu thanh Rome khong thé xay trong mot ngay thi viéc thu dic tap quan triét hoc noi tim
tri cling phai 1a mot tién trinh doi hoi nhiéu cb ging va nd luc cua nguoi hoc. Khoi di tir mot
vai nhimg ¥ tudng ving chai, ngudi hoc miét mai theo dudi, mot vai nhimg y niém sau sic,
phong phti, quan trong s& moc 1én tir 46 cho dén khi n6 duoc phat trién trong mot hé thong
16n. 246

Néu mudn ting truong tam tri, trude hét, chiing ta phai dam “16i nguoc dong”, ching ta khong
thé bang long véi nhimng tri thirc phd thong, trai lai phai khai quat hoa (generalize), phai nam
bét duoc phuong phap, phai c6 mot sy am hiéu vé cac nguyén 1y, dé phan loai, xép dat nhiing
hiéu biét cua chiing ta ngang qua cac nguyén ly d6. Khong qua ban tim dén viéc linh vuc tri
thirc ma chiing ta dang khao ctru 1a rng 16n hay c6 gidi han. Trong moi truong hgp, hay lam
cha né...hdy vuot 1én trén nhiing tri thirc cta ching ta, néu khong tri thirc s& de bep chung ta,
va ltc 4y cang ¢ nhiéu tri thirc chiing ta cang cam thiy qua tai.2"

Véi viée lam chu tri thire, nguoi hoc kha thé dam nhan viéc khao sat chuyén moén cia minh mot
cach toi da, dong thoi du phan vao mot su hiéu biét tu do v6i nhiéu tri thire thude cac linh vuc
khac nhau, nim bt no trong tinh than cta ning luc quan sat tong quat.2*8Noi cach khac nguoi
hoc ddm nhan mdt khao sat 1ién mon, dat t61 mot sy md rong tdm tri, mot su soi sang dac biét.

Diéu dang luu y, khi dé cap dén tdp quén triét hoc nhu 14 “ning luc tri nhan nhiéu khoa hoc
ddng thoi trong cing mot hé thdng, quy chiéu chung mot cach riéng biét dén vi tri dang dan
ctia ching trong hé thng ciia tri thirc phé quat” khong don thuan 1a viéc tap hop nhiing khoa
hoc don 1¢ lai v6i nhau nhung trude hét 1a phoi hop ban chat (essence) va cbt tuy ciia nhiéu su
vét khac nhau, trich xuét tir nhiéu cac quan diém va nguyén 1y khac nhau.2*® Bang cach do,
nguoi hoc mo rong pham vi nghién ciru lam gia tang tri thirc va nang lyc tri tué. Qua that, cac
¥ niém hoat dong khong nhu nhirng don tir riéng lé, nhung bang viéc phan loai va to hop, nho
do6 cac su vat duoc dat dé trong pham vi dung dan cta cung co nang cua tam tri, dan két va xéac
minh 14n nhau. Nhitng phan doan dung din 1a két qua cua sy ddi chiéu va phan dinh. Mot khi
tap quan triét hoc dugc hinh thanh, nguoi hoc c6 kha nang phan dinh gilra diing va sai, kha thé
sang loc ra nhitng hat chan 1y tir dong tri thirc hdn don.25°

23 1bid., 122-123

24 Mary Katherine Tillman, op.cit., 21

245 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 96
246 Ibid., 477

247 Ibid., 141

248 Ibid, 172

249 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 174
230 1bid., 152
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Chu thé voi tap quan triét hoc khac biét voi chu thé véi mot ¥ niém “a man of one idea”?!: Chu
thé tri nhan cac su vat, thim chi cac sy that chi tir mot khia canh hay mot quan diém, tam tri
ctia ngudi nay khong du sau rong, khong ¢ su tham chiéu dén cac quan diém khac dé co cai
nhin dudi lang kinh phd quat cia tri thirc...ho s¢ dic tim tri chat hep (small- minded).**Cang
dén than vao phuong phap va nhirng doi hoi trong chuyén moén riéng cua minh, chu thé v6i mot
¥ niém cang c6 it kha nang dé dap ung yéu ciu cia nhimng hoan canh khac. Ngoai ra véi long
nhié¢t thanh cho chuyén mon cua minh, anh ta c6 nguy co loai trir hay khong nhin nhéan vé dep
noi cac khoa hoc khac.?*3

Van dé duoc dit ra, liéu mot chu thé voi tap quan triét hoc noi tam tri s& dong gép nhu thé nao
cho the gidi, cho xa hoi ma anh ta dang thudc ve?

Theo luén 1y ciia Newman trude dy, néu tri thirc khai phong va gido duc khai phong la tbt
trong chinh n6 thi né cling tr6 nén hitu dung. Khong phai moi cai hitu dung déu tét, nhung moi
cai tot déu ludn hiru dung. 2** Theo d6, tap quan triét hoc 14 tot trong chinh n6 ciing s& hiru dung
cho chu thé so ddc nd cing nhimg ngudi xung quanh. “Nhing gi can thiét cho mot diéu gi d6
hién hitu thi n6 ciing can thiét cho su thinh vuong hay “tinh toan thé- integrity”.2% Qua thé d6i
v6i Newman : khong ai dugc sinh ra cho chinh minh, sy thanh toan cua mét ngudi trong su
gido hod tAm tri, trong sy gia ting diéu thién va su that nho tri thire va su hoc ¢6 trién vong roi
sang dat nude va tha nhan. 256 Giao duc dai hoc nham tdi1 viée gdy dung than thai tri tué cho xa
hoi, gido hod tm tri quan ching, thanh loc thi hiéu quoc gia, cung Umg cac nguyén ly dung; din
cho 1ong nhiét thanh cua thuong dan, mo rong va diéu tiét nhitng ¥ niém cua thoi dai, c6 vd
quyén lyc chinh tri hop phap, 1am méi lai cac trong giao trong xa hoi.2>” Pong thoi, chuan bi
ngudi hoc cho bat ¢t chirc vu nao vai long tin nhiém, dé 1am chu bat ¢t chii dé nao voi sy dé
dang, huéng dan nguoi hoc cach thirc diéu chinh chinh minh dé cong tac voi nguoi khac, 1am
sao dé di vao tinh trang tAm tri cia ngudi khac, dé thau hiéu ho, va dé lién d6i véi ho. Anh ta
tro nén than thuc véi bét ctr xa hoi nao, anh ta o nén tang chung vai hét thay cac tang 16p. 258

“Tam tri con ngudi hoat dong manh mé cing véi cac gidc quan kha thé tri nhan nhimg didu
vuot Ién trén nhiing hién tuong vatly... méac cho ching mot y nghia, va khao sat ching voi mot
¥ niém.”2%° Trong nén gido duc khai phéng, véi viée theo dudi viéc hoc mét cach tu do, bang
long kién tri, nguoi hoc kha thé thu ddc cho minh mot tap quan triét hoc noi tdm tri- mot tap
quan gitp cht thé nhan ra nhitng nguyén 1y 4n tang ding sau mdi khoa hoc, nhitng nguyén ly
tao 1ap mdi twong lién giita cac khoa hoc véi nhau trong cling mot vong tron tri thire. Tir d6 hun
dac nén mét chu thé sdn sang dap tmg nhiéu nhu cau khac nhau cua xa hoi. Véi diém dén 1a tap
quan triét hoc noi tam tri, gido dyc khai phong khong nham chi trudc hét dén viéc san sinh ra
nhitng loi tirc vat chat cho bang kha ning yéu mén va truy tim chén 1y noi nguoi hoc. 260

21 1bid., 77

252 Mary Katherine Tillman, op.cit, 22

253 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 507
254 1bid., 164

255 Mary Katherine Tillman, op.cit., 24

236 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 482
257 Ibid., 177- 178

258 Ibid.

29 Ibid., 125

260 Tbid., 107

235


https://khoahocconggiao.org/

CSL - ISSN: 2771-1412 Catholic Science & Life Vol. 6; No. 1; 2026

Phian Két Luén
1. Nhiing kha thé dong gép

Nhitng tu tuong vé gido duc khai phong cua Newman khong chi dugc ap dung kha thanh cong
vao dai hoc Ireland thoi d6, nhung con truyén cam himg cho nhiéu t6 chtc gido duc hém
nay.26'Qua thé, triét Iy gido duc cia Newman da tro thanh tham chiéu quan trong cho céc thé
hé mai sau khi ban dén giao duc (dai hoc).262

DPong gop can ban vé mat tri thirc luan. D6i v0i Newman, con nguoi tu ban chat co long hiéu
tri, va tri thirc 1a mot trong nhitng phuong thé can thiét gitip con ngu(n vuon to1 sy thanh toan
pham gia. Boi 1§, tri thic 1a moét trong nhiing 16i néo dua con ngudi dén gan véi chan 1y phod
quat. Tuy nhién, trong thuc té, tri thirc khong it 14an da bi lam dung tré nén cong cu lam s6i mon
pham gia con nguoi. D6 1a thai do kiéu ngao, mi quang ctia mot s6 nha chuyén mén ty cho linh
vye tri thire ciia minh la chén 1y toan dién trong thoi cua Newman. Ngoai ra, tri thirc c6 thé
dugc str dung cho nhitng muc dich xau xa, dé thau tom quyén luc, khang dinh vi thé, din den
nhing cudc chién gitra ngudi v6i nguoi, gitta qudc gia véi qubc gia.263 Vi hoc thuyét vé tri
thirc khai phong, Newman da c6 gang tra lai chan gid tri cho tri thire von 13 sy phan anh vé dep
ctia chan 1y, can duoc theo dudi vi loi ich ctia chinh n6 vuot 1én trén nhitng muc dich ngoai tai.
Tri thue khi dugce suy nghiém véi mot ¥ hudng vo vi loi co trién vong tré nén mdt phan anh
ctia chan 1y dy di hon cho con ngudi.

V& mit nhan hoc, dit nén trén tinh théng nhét cua tri thirc, Newman dé nghi mot nhan sinh
quan sau sdc va kha toan dién. Trong chiéu sau cta no, con nguoi 1 mdt hitu thé thudc linh vén
bao ham nhing khia canh “khon do khén thdu” siéu vuot trén nhiing tri thirc thuong nghiém.
Trong twong quan voi thé gidi, con nguoi 1a mot chu thé lién vi tinh, hién hitu cung, vdi va cho
tha nhan. Pham gia con ngudi khong thé bi gian trir trong mot chuyén mén c¢b dinh. Trong bdi
canh c6ng nghiép hoa hién nay, con nguoi can mot cong viéc dé gia tang pham gia lam ngu’(n
nhung c6 mot sy thét rang cong viéc khong thé danh dong v6i nhan cach con nguoi: Cong viée
c6 thé mat di, nhung pham gia con ngudi con mai. Tuong tu, dimg trude nhing van dé mang
tinh toan cau, mot tim tri mo trong mot cong dong tri thire lién moén duoc dé nghi boi Newman
c6 trién vong dé ra nhing giai phap hiru hiéu. Tat mot 101, mot nén gido duc dich thuc thi tap
chu vao viéc thing tién con ngudi trude hét, tréi lai s& 1a cong cu tao ra hang loat nhitng cong
cu khac.

Khong thé phi nhan nhiing déng gop cia Newman cho nén triét hoc tim tri (philosophy of
mind), ¢ ddi tuong 1a tam tri va sirc manh cua no. Tam tri con nguoi duge phu bam kha ning
hudng chiéu vé chan ly. Ngang qua nhiing thao tac nang dong, sang tao trén tri thirc khai phong,
tam tri dugc trui rén dé dat dén tinh trang ctia mot tap quan triét hoc kha thé tri nhan nguyén ly
cua tung khoa hoc, su ndi két hai hoa gitra cac khoa hoc védi nhau. Hod ra, tdm tri va nhiing
nang luc cta né kha thé giai phong con nguoi khoi nhirng rang budc ctia ngoai canh.

Cubi ciing, nhu mot dau chi cho niém hy vong. Phat xudt tir mdi ban tdm dic biét danh cho gido
duc, cung v6i tAm tri rong ma, va 6¢ quan sat tinh té, Newman da thau nhan ‘nhiing tu tuong
g1a0 duc to ra ddi «choi nhau duong thoi, tir d6 dung hoa chung trong mot hé thdng tu tuong cua
riéng minh dat nén trén tinh thong nhit cia tri thirc va nham chi toi tp quan triét hoc. Pay
chang phai 1a cung cach lam viéc cia mot chu thé véi tap quan triét hoc trong tam tri?

26! Fareed Zakaria, op.cit., 12

262 Wang Chen, op.cit., 31
263 Fareed Zakaria, op.cit., 164-165
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2. Mot vai bat cdp
Khéng thé pht nhan nhiing nhirng dong gop trong tu tudng gido duc theo John Henry Newman,
tuy nhién, co 18 s& khong that day du néu khong 1am rd mot vai nhap nhang trong do.

Trong 161 gidi thi€u cua Y Niém Cuia Mot Pai Hoe, Newman cho réng dai hoc nham téi sy giang
day (teaching) tri thitc hon la bdi tang (advancement) n6 qua viéc nghién cru.?* Tuy nhién, sau
d6 Newman lai danh wu tién cho viéc nghién ctru cac linh vuc chuyén mén.25 Thiét nghi, khi
nhan manh dén yéu t6 giang day, Newman dang dé cap dén van dé thong truyén chan 1y mot
cach séng dong ca vi gitta giang su va ngudi hoc, “chan 1y can dugc truyén ba.”266 Nhung, viéc
truyén ba thoi khong du dé thau hiéu chan 1y vén tiém tang trong cac linh vuc tri thire, do do,
Newman tiép tuc ban dén van dé nghién ctru, qua d6 ngudi hoc din than mét cach chu dong
trong viéc than nhéan chan ly. Cé thé noi, st ménh cia gido duc (dai hoc) theo Newman mang
y nghia cua giang day va nghién ctru.2¢’

Tuong tu, gido duc khai phong theo Newman, khong phai 13 noi dé day luan 1y, hay ton gido
268, “tri thirc 1a mgt chuyén con dre hanh 1a chuyén khac”>%. Tuy nhién, sau nay 6ng dat dé chua
the v6i tap quan triét hoc lién ké v&i mot s6 pham tinh c6 chleu hudng luén 1y nhu sy binh tam,
bao dung, kha nang phan dinh... 270 Ky thie, Newman van giit nguyén viéc muu cau tri thirc
trong mot nén gido duc vi gia tri ty than cua no, nhirng nhan dirc ma Newman dé cap hau chic
dugc tri nhan nhy 13 nhitng nhan duc tw nhién vén phat sinh trong tién trinh truy tim chan ly
cach dung din hon 1 nhitng nhan dutc ton gido.?’! D6 1a nhan duc cia sy ky luat trong dién
ngdn Ky Luat cuia Tam Tri 272, 13 sy ty do nghién ciru va liém khiét trong hoc thuat, 1a long tu
tin, 14 sy ton trong ddng nghiép.2”

Tiép dén, han khong it nguoi dat van dé tai sao Newman lai to ra wu 4i yéu t6 “khai phong”
ngudi hoc & gido duc dai hoc, trong khi né ciing can thiét cho nhirng tién trinh gido duc & nhiing
bac thép hon. Thiét nghi, Newman nhan manh dén gido duc dai hoc béi vi nhu cau cai cach
gido duc dai hoc dang 1én tho1 do, hon nita, trong Y Niém ciia mét Pai hoc, ong cling da chira
su can thiét phai khai phong tré em ngang qua gido duc.2’* Hau chic, déi v6i Newman, nhitng
dac nét ciia mot tam tri da duoc trui rén phai 1a thanh qua cia rat nhiéu nhiing hoat dong gido
duc khac trong tién trinh phat trién ctia con ngudi khong thé chi bi gidi han trong dinh ché dai
hoc.?”

3. Két Ludn

Nhitng diém sang trong nhitng tu tudng vé gido duc cia Newman khong chi 1a mot su dap Gmg
kip thoi cho nhitng bién dong cua nhirng y ni€ém gido duc duong thoi, nhung con la mot su boi
tang nhiing gia tri nhan van cao quy cho mgt nén gido duc da ton tai va dang phat trién cho dén

264 Cf. John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, viii

265 1bid., 476 (va Leslie Armour, op.cit., chu thich 3)

266 Nguyén Xuan Xanh, op.cit., 371

267 Jaroslav Pelikan, op.cit., 98, 79

268 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, ix- x

269 [bid., 120

270 “Newman's Theory of a Liberal Education: A Reassessment and its Implications,” D. G. Mulcahy, accessed
on March 05, 2021, https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-9752.2008.00624.x
271 Jaroslav Pelikan, op.cit, 48

272 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 489

273 Jaroslav Pelikan, op.cit., 49- 56

274 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 93

275 1bid.,
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ngay nay: Giao duc khai phong. Khoi di tir tinh thong nhat cua tri thirc, Newman khao sat ban
tinh con nguoi, sy can thiét cia mot nén gido duc kha thé tuong xing véi pham gia nhan linh
siéu vuot do.

Du dong ¥ hay khong dong v, that kho co thé phti nhan rang John Henry Newman di cung cap
nhirng tir vung cin ban, nhitng nhan t6 nén tang co stre hudng dan va duy tri 1y thuyét vé gido
duc khai phong cho dén hién nay. 276 Qua thé, nhan loai dang song trong thot dai doi hoi su
chuyén mon hoa ngay cang cao. Thiét nghi s& khong qua ham ho khi noi rang, chinh sy chuyén
mon hod thai qua dang c6 xu huéng 1am x6i mon pham gia con nguoi: Gido duc chi nham toi
viéc gdt hai thanh tich thuc dung; Gidi tré khong con t6 mo ham biét nhiing van dé thuoc tri
tué...kham pha nhiing cau hoi 16n hon vé ¥ nghia cudc doi va khong sin sang cé tu tuong phiéu
lwu trong 1anh vue tri tué.?”7 O mot mire d6 nao do, cam thirc thyc sy vé mot hinh mau Iy tuong
trong giao duc dang dan bi mai mot di... “chung ta dang chét chim trong thong tin trong luc
dang d6i khat hiéu biét”?78. Liic nay qua that cudc doi va nhitng tic phdm ciia Newman ve gido
duc [Von dé cao pham gia con ngudi, sy phan tu va nang luc sang tao cla tm tri] cung cip mot
khudén mau va strc song, mot goi hung 16n lao.2”

Newman dé noi, nhitng y niém dich thyc s& khong ngimg phat trién va duoc kién toan cung véi
nhirng bién chuyén, thach do cua thot gian cho dén khi phan anh chan 1y noi né duoc tré nén
13 rét hon. Nhitng khéo sat vé ¥ niém vé gido duc khai phong ctia Newman dugc trinh bay trong
luan van nay, thiét nghi méi chi dimng lai & nhiing khia canh cin ban. Hau chic tu tuong giao
duc cia Newman con chira dung nhiéu nhitng kha thé gido duc khac nira.2** Diéu ndy mo ra
mot tién trinh gido hod tAm tri m&i cho nhiing ai c6 méi ban tdm vé gido duc, va di sin sang
cho mot cudc phiéu luu tri tu¢ .
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PHU LUC 1: Vai Tré Ciia Thian Hoc Trong Gizo Duc Khai Phéng

Nén hay khong giang day than hoc trong dai hoc da tr thanh dé tai dugc tranh luan kha
s6i ndi trong thoi cia Newman. Tai thoi diém do, khong it nhitng thé ché gido duc, dac biét 1a
giao duc dai hoc c6 muc dich dao tao hang gido si cho gido hoi Anh gido, Cong gido. Trudc lan
song phat trién ctia chu nghia duy nghiém va sy banh truéng cua khoa hoc thoi can dai, nhiéu
nha cai cach c¢6 chu kién xem nhe than hoc, tham chi bai trir n6 ra khoi chuong trinh giang day.
Trén cuong vi 1a Vién trudng cua Pai hoc Cong gido Ireland, dong thoi 1a nha gido duc c6 vo
cho nén gido duc khai phéng, Newman cho rang than hoc can thiét phai dugc giang day trong
giao duc dai hoc khong nhu mét linh vuc tri thirec don thuan.

Theo tinh than cta gido duc khai phong trong dai hoc, than hoc phai c6 mat trong chuong
trinh giang day. Newman 1ap luén: Dai hoc la noi giang day tri thirc phé quat, 13 noi gap g& cua
tat ca cac nganh khoa hoc, than hoc vén di 1a mot linh vy tri thire, mét khoa hoc dich thuc?8!,
nén dai hoc giang day than hoc 1a diéu tit nhién. Viéc loai trir thin hoc s& lam x4o tron trat tu
cac linh vyc tri thirc trong vong tron tri thie. 282Qua véy, theo Newman trong sy phd quét cia
tri thirc, mdi linh vue dé ¢o gia tri riéng, khong thé bi thay thé hay xam 14n boi cac linh vuc tri
thire khac.

Duéi nhan quan ton gido, Newman cho rang Thién Chua 1a c6i ngudn tdi hau cta tinh
théng nhét cua tri thire (cac khoa hoc). Cha dé chung cua cac khoa hoc khac nhau muc 14y su
thong nhat tir Thién Chiia vi su suy nghiém vé thé gidi theo mot nghia nao d6 dua t6i su suy
nghiém vé Thién Chiia nhu 1a ciing dich t6i hau ciia n6.283 Newman cho rang cic khoa hoc kha
thé suy nghiém day du va chinh xac vé thé gi6i cing mot trat voi su suy nghiém vé su hién
dién, sy quan ph(‘)ng, va nhitng ddu 4n cua Thién Chia noi d6.%% Tét ca cac khoa hoc tat thiét
phai nhdm chi dén viéc khao sat Thién Chua du truc tlep hay gian tiép.28% Theo d6 than hoc nam
giir vi trf tién phong vi ddi tuong nghién ctru tryc tiép ctia than hoc 1a chinh Thién Chua von an
tang trong d6i tugng nghién ctru cua tit ca cac khoa hoc.286

Theo Newman, than hoc kha thé hoan thanh vi tri tién phong ctia n6 dudi tham quyén
ctia Gido Hoi phd quat, trong tinh than Cong gido (Catholic). 287 Traj lai, than hoc s& chi dugc
xem nhu nhitng linh vuc tri thire khac *“ dat nén trén mdt su triru tuong hoa vbn bt toan va
phién dién”288 Dé lam sang to diéu nay, Newman trung din “Toa 4n di gido TAy Ban Nha” (the
Spanish Inquisition) 2% von di dugc diéu hanh boi céc than hoc gia, nhiét thanh cho chan Iy
than hoc, nhung khong hoan toan quy phyc Giao Hoi, nén tro thanh cong cu cua nha nude, phuc
vu cho nhitng muu do thé tyc.* Tom lai, theo quan diém cua Newman, Gido Hoi 1a sy can
thiét dam bao cho than hoc thi hanh chirc ning tién phong ctia minh trong vong tron tri thirc.

281 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, (Lon Don: Longman Green, 1886), 52

282 1bid., 55

283 John Goyette and William Mathie, The Idea Of A Catholic University: Newman On The Role Of Theology In
A Liberal Education, 76-80

284 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 38

285 John Goyette and William Mathie,op.cit., 76

286 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 26

287 «“Newman on Education,” lan Ker, accessed January 12, 2021, https:/newmansociety.org/newman-on-
education/

288 John Goyette and William Mathie,op.cit, 88

289 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 215

290 “Newman on Education,” Ian Ker, accessed January 12, 2021, https:/newmansociety.org/newman-on-
education/
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Vé phuong dién gido duc, Newman di danh kha nhiéu thoi luong dé ban vé vi tri cua
than hoc trong chuwong trinh giang day. Thiét nghi day khong chi 1a dong thai phan khang lai
thai d¢ bai trur cac chén ly ton giéo ra khoi chuong trinh gidng day dai hoc thoi d6, cho bang
m¢ ra mot vién tuong méi cho viée giang day tri thirc phd quat trong tinh than Cong gido, trong
x4c tin vé mot Chan 1y vinh hang 13 phan thuong cho mot thai d6 muu cau tri thire vi chinh loi
ich ctia n6 vuot 1én trén nhimg toan tinh thé tuc.
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PHU LUC 2: Loi ich Cin Ban Ciia Tam Khoa?!

Trong thoi gian Newman 1am Vién truong, chuong trinh giang day cta Dai hoc Cong
gido Ireland danh ra khoang hai nim dé sinh vién theo hoc cic mon hoc khai phong, bao gom:
Trivium (Tam khoa)- ngit phap, hung bién, luan Iy hoc, va Quadrivium (Tt khoa)- sé hoc, hinh
hoc, thién van hoc, 4m nhac. 2%2

Bay mon hoc khai phong (liberal arts) duoc hé théng va chinh thirc hoa vao thé ky thir
nhat TCN, triét gia Cicero (106-43 TCN) dugc xem I triét gia sir dung thuat ngit “cac mén hoc
khai phéng dau tién”. Vao thoi do, bdy mon khai phong duge xem nhu bay ¢t tru dua téi su
khén ngoan triét hoc: Con s6 bay biéu trung cho sy hoan hao, mang tinh phd quat; Cac linh vuc
Iy thuyét, thuc tién, co hoc, va luin Iy bao ham trong bay moén khai phong kha thé chtra dung
tat ca cac loai tri thire.2%

Trong bai viét ngin nay, ngudi viét khao van gia trj gido duc cia Tam khoa (Trivium)
bao gom ngir phap, hung bién, luan ly hoc.

Trudce het nglt phap la truong day tu duy. Viéc hoc ngir phap doi hoi ngudi hoc phai
trui rén “cach viét nhu thé nao va Vlet lam cho ngudi hoc suy nght”. Viét 1a cach dé tao két noi
gitra suy nghi va tr ngi, muon viét 16 rang thi trudc hét phai suy nghi ro rang. Hanh dong viét
1a qua trinh chon loc sip xép cac ¥ tuong dua trén cac nguyen | tac ngtr phap. Qua trinh nay doi
hoi tAm tri phai 1am viéc cach chu dong trong viée tu duy va sap xép cac suy nghi mot cach cé
trinh ty.

Tha dén, hung bién nhim dén kha nang dién dat tinh trang tdm tri mot cach thau déo
bé’mg ngon tir c6 chon loc. Thuat hung bién la mot trong nhimg mén hoc quan trong nhét dugc
giang day trong cac thé ky dau khai sinh cta gido duc khai phong. Nhitng dién ngon 1a phan
cdt 16 cua doi séng cong cong trong nhiéu giai doan lich str nhan loai. Qua thé, hing bién s&
gitip ngudi hoc ¢6 kha ning ddi thoai véi ngudi khac, “d6 1a mot nghé thuat sang tao tuyét voi,
trong d6 con nguoi chuyén dich cam xtic vao 1y tri va chia sé v6i nguoi dong loai ctia minh
nhirng suy nghi tan day 10ng va nhitng 1y twéng di tao thanh nén vin minh”.

Cubi cung, luan 1y hoc gitip ngudi hoc ty sira soan minh dé thau nhéan cac linh vuc tri
thirc khac nhau. Luan 1y hoc c6 trién vong dem dén cho ngudi hoc nhitng phuong phép tu duy,
phuong phap hoc dé tiép can cac van dé tri thirc da dang. Ngang qua luan 1y hoc, tim tri ngudi
hoc van hanh theo céch thirc thau nhén nhitng khia canh khac nhau cua nhiéu linh vyec tri thirc
qua su d6i chiéu, so sanh, tir d6 tao 1ap nén nhing k¥ ning tri tué tri nhan cach thirc tim tri xay
dung va tai dung kién thuc.

Cung v6i cac mon T khoa trong biay mon khai phong, cac mén Tam khoa 1a nhitng nén
tang gitip nguoi hoc trui rén nhiing tai nang tam tri, cu thé qua viéc ren tap tu duy phan bién,
dién dat tu tuéng mot cach c6 chon loc va hop 1y thong qua ngon tir va vin ban.

21 Cf, Fareed Zakaria, Bién ho cho mot nén Gido duc Khai phéng”, Chuong I1I: Hoc Bé Tu Duy, trans. Chau
Vin Thuan, (Ha Noi: Thoi Dai & Hong Dirc, 2017), 87- 122

22 John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, 259
23 A. Dwight Culler, The Imperial Intellect, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1955), 184
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Dong Tén (Dong Chua Giésu) dugc thanh 1ap vao nam 1540 boi Thanh Inha Loyola va céc ban
ddng hanh. St mang caa Dong Tén 1 st mang hoa giai, nd luc dé con ngudi c6 thé giao hoa
v61 Thién Chia, voi chinh minh, véi nhau va véi cong trinh sang tao cua Thién Chua. Dong
Tén duoc chinh thirc thanh 14p vao nim 1540 bai Thanh Inhi Loyola véi sy phé chuén cua Pirc
Gi4o hoang Phaol6 III. Thanh Inha da quy tu quanh minh mot nhém nhiing nguoi dan 6ng nhiét
huyét va c6 hoc van cao, nhitng ngudi khong khao khat didu gi hon 1a gitip d& nguoi khac tim
thdy Thién Chua trong cudc doi ho. Ké hoach ban dau ciia Thanh Inhi 1a cac tu si Dong Tén s&
tr& thanh nhitng nha truyén giao luu dong, thuc hién viée giang thuyét va ctr hanh céc bi tich ¢
bat ¢t noi nao ¢ hy vong mang lai thién ich 16n lao hon. K& tir khi thanh lap, tir 10 thanh vién
ban dau, Dong da phat trién 1én dén hon 15.000 tu si trén toan thé gidi.

The Society of Jesus was founded in 1540 by Saint Ignatius Loyola and his companions. The
Jesuit mission is a mission of reconciliation, working so that women and men can be reconciled
with God, with themselves, with each other and with God’s creation. The Society of Jesus was
founded in 1540 by St. Ignatius Loyola with the approval of Pope Paul III. Ignatius Loyola had
gathered around him an energetic band of well-educated men who desired nothing more than
to help others find God in their lives. It was Ignatius’ original plan that the Jesuits be travelling
missionaries who would preach and administer the sacraments wherever there was the hope of
accomplishing the greater good. Since its foundation the Order has grown from the original ten
to more than 15,000 Jesuits worldwide.
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