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In response to Cardinal Walter Kasper’s claim that recent
theology has not given due weight to mercy, the article sketches
directions for a theological inquiry into mercy in the Vietnamese
context. It recalls the classical method with two phases—auditus
fidei (identifying the data of faith) and intellectus fidei (reflective
understanding)—and narrows the discussion to two practical loci
theologici: Scripture and human experience, guided by Dei
Filius. The first task is to clarify the meaning of “mercy” through
the unified witness of the whole Bible, avoiding confusion with
pity, empathy, forgiveness, or love. From there, the article
proposes further lines for developing mercy’s theological and
practical significance, stressing its contemporary urgency amid
suffering, violence, and indifference, with the Cross of Christ as
a decisive model.

TOM LUQC

Tiur khoa: Long thuong
x6t; Phuwong phap than
hoc; Thanh Kinh va kinh
nghiém nhan sinh; Tinh
thoi su va Thap Gia

Truéc nhan dinh cia Hong y Walter Kasper rang than hoc gan
day chua chu trong ding mirc dén long thuong x6t, bai viét phac
thao hudng di cho mot khao luan than hoc vé dé tai nay trong bdi
canh Viét Nam. Téc gia nhic lai phuong phap kinh dién gom hai
thi: truy nguyén (auditus fidei) va suy tu phan tinh (intellectus
fidei), ddng thoi gidi han khao sat vao hai “ngudn” thiét thuc 1a
Thénh Kinh va kinh nghi€ém nhan sinh, theo dinh hudéng Dei
Filius. Trong tdm trudc hét 13 xac dinh ndi ham “long thuong
x6t” dua trén toan bo Thanh Kinh dé tranh 1an véi thuong hai,
ddéng cam, tha tht hay tinh yéu. Tir d6, bai viét goi md cac
huéng trién khai vai trd than hoc va thuc hanh cua 10ng thuong
x6t, nhan manh tinh “thoi su” trude dau thuong, bao luc va vo
cam, véi mau muc noi Thap gia Puc Kitd.
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Din nhép

Puc Hong Y Walter Kasper cho rang cac gido trinh than hoc gan day cta Gido Hoi, von chiu
nhiéu anh hudng tir truyén thong than hoc Tan Kinh Vién, chua chu trong du dén tim quan
trong cua khai niém long thwong xét trong nhitng ban luan than hoc lién quan dén Thién
Chua, Gido Hoi va con nguoil. O Viét Nam, du phong trao doc kinh ton sung Long Chua
Thuong X6t di tré nén rat phd bién trong cac gido xur va cac gia dinh, dudng nhu van con
hiém nhimg bai viét mang tinh than hoc vé Iong thwong xét. Pé gop phan vao viée thic tién
mot than hoc viét v& long thiwong x6t, bai viét nay xin phac thao mot sd nét chim pha vé cac
léqh vuc cling nhu cac van d& ma mot khao luan than hoc nhu thé can quan tam va cé thé
trién khai.

Theo phwong phap kinh dién cua than hoc ma ngdy nay van con duoc sir dung cach phd bién,
bat ky thao tac than hoc nao ciing bao gdm hai “thi”: truy nguyén (auditus fidei — xac dinh
dau 1a cac dir kién dirc tin) va suy tu phan tinh (intellectus fidei — tim hiéu y nghia cta cac dir
klen duc tin)2. Trong “thi” truy nguyén, than hoc thuong khao sat va tim dir lidu tur cac

“ngudn” (loci theologici) nhu la Thanh Kinh, cac gido phu, Huin Quyen (bao gom gido huan
ctia cac cong dong, cac Pirc Gido Hoang va cua Toa Thanh), cic nha than hoc, Triét hoc, lich
str, kinh nghiém nhan sinh, v.v. Trong “thi” suy tu phan tinh, than hoc thuong di theo dinh
huéng cta hién ché Dei Filius cia cong dong Vatican I (d6 1a tim hiéu cac dir kién duc tin
dwa vao a/ sy twong tur loai suy gitra cac dir kién d6 va cac dir kién cua tri thirc tu nhién; b/ su
n01 két giita cAc mau nhiém dtrc tin véi nhau; ¢/ su ndi két gitra dit kién dic tin v6i myc dich
t6i hau ctia con nguoi).

Bai viét nay chi xin dé cap dén hai trong cac loci theologici c6 mbi lién hé cu thé va thiét thuc
v6i dé tai long thuwong xot (46 13 Thanh Kinh va kinh nghiém nhan sinh); bai viét ciing chi dé
cap dén hai trong ba cach thtrc ma Dei Filius dé ra cho viéc tim hiéu cac di kién duc tin (xem
cac muc a/ va b/ & trén?).

Xac dinh ndi ham cua khai niém dua trén Thanh Kinh

Dé chinh xac va tap trung, mdt ban luan than hoc vé long thuong xot trudc hét can phai xac
dinh y nghia (ni ham) ciia khai niém nay. Néu khong co viéc xac dinh nay, rat nhiéu kha
nang s€ xay ra sy 1an 16n giira long terUng xo’t va cac khai niém khac nhu “long thuong hai”,
“ddng cam”, “tha thi” va ngay ca “tinh yéu”. Néu khong c6 su phan biét ngay tur dau, ban
luan than hoc ¢co thé di chéch huéng hay lan man va cudi cling ngudi viét sé phai tyr hoi minh
dang ban vé diéu gi hodc dau tinh doc dao va khac bi¢t ciia ban luan nay so vdi cac ban luan
khac vé sy dong cam, tha thir, tinh yéu, v.v.

Pé tranh sy 1an 16n néi trén, diém dic biét quan trong can chu ¥ 13 ¥ nghia cua khai niém long
thwong x6t khong thé va khong nén duogc xac dinh chi dua trén cac tir dién ngdn ngir thong
thuong, ma phai dya trén cac ban van Thanh Kinh, khong nhu nhiing ban van roi rac, ma
trong thé thong nhét va toan bo. Long thwong xdt trong tiéng Viét 1a tir duoc dung dé dich tir

1 X. W. Kasper, Mercy: The Essence of the Gospel and the Key to Christian Life, trans. William
Madges (New York: Paulist Press, 2014), xv. 9-10.

2 X. Stephen B. Bevans, An Introduction to Theology in Global Perspective (New York:
Maryknoll, 2009), 137-156.

3 Trong bai viét ndy, sw loai suy dé cip trong muc a/ dwoc dién ta cach khac, nhw 1a sw loai
suy gitra mau nhiém dic tin va kinh nghiém cudc séng hién tai. Sw loai suy nay dwoc thé hién qua
viéc cho thiy s thiét thuwc hay tinh “thoi sw” cia mau nhiém dirc tin.
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misericordia trong tiéng Latinh. Tuy nhién, chung ta khong nén xac dinh y nghia cua khai
niém /long thuong xot ma chi dya trén viéc phan tich tu ngir tleng Viét hay tiéng Latinh, vn
¢6 kha nang din dén nhiing suy luan cht quan, xa voi, khong can thiét va it mang tinh than
hoc*.

Mat khac, viéc xac dinh y nghia cta khai niém long thuong xot dya trén Thanh Kinh ciing
khong don gian: Thanh Kinh khéng dung duy nhat mot tir dé chi long thuong xot, ma dung
nhiéu tir — thuong duoc dich chung 13 thwong xot hay long thwong xét — dé chi thai do cua
Thién Chua va tuong quan cua Ngai voi con nguoi. Vay viéc xac dinh y nghia cua long
thuwong xo6t bao ham viéc khao sat y nghia cua cac tu Hipri nhu hesed, rachamin va cac tu Hy
Lap nhu eleos, splagkna, v.v., von dugc dich sang tiéng Latinh bang cac tir c6 cing goc véi
misericordia.

Y nghia cua cac tir Hipri va Hy Lap trén chi c6 thé dugc xac dinh khi cac tir nay duge xem
xét trong toan bd van canh cia chung. Mot sb cau hoi co thé tro giup viée xac dinh y nghia
cta chung: Pau 1 nguyén nghia trong tiéng ban dia cta cac tir nay? Ham ¥ cua chung la gi?
Thanh Kinh dung nhing tir nay trong truong hop hay tinh hubng nao (dé noi vé cach Thién
Chua dbi xir voi con ngudi? hay 10i con nguoi cau xin Thién Chua? hay ménh 1énh Thién
Chuia danh cho con ngudi? v.v)? Cho nhimg ddi twong nao? Pau 1a nguyén nhan, bdi canh,
muc dich va hé qua cua cac tinh hubng d6? v.v.

C6 18 chi nhitng nghién ctru chuyén sau vé chu giai va than hoc Thanh Kinh méi c6 thé trinh
bay mot ban luan thau dao vé cac van dé trén. Tuy nhién, mot s6 nét chdm pha ciing da dugc
xéc dinh, duoc chip nhan rong ri va c6 thé dugc kiém chimg bang mot khao sat nhanh luét
qua cac ban van Thanh Kinh: nhiing tir dugc dich ra 1a thuong xot thuong dugce dung trong
bdi canh con ngucn t6i 161, nghéo nan hay cung kho can dugc Thién Chua doai thuong; mot sd
tu chi “rudt gan” theo nghia den, noi 1én cuong d6 cua sy rung dong cam xtc cling nhu cua
noi dau.

Hon nita, van c6 thé c6 nhitng ban vin khong ding nhimg tir ngir d6, ma c¢6 ndi dung thé hién
ndi ham cua “long thwong xo6t” (khong nhu mot tir nglr, nhung nhu mét khai niém ma y nghia

4 Vi du: mot ngudi c6 thé dwa vao phan tich tir nguyén La tinh: misericordia = misereri (d6ng
cam/thwong hai) + cors (trai tim) hodc misericordia = miser (b4t hanh, dang thwong) + cors (trai
tim) ma suy ra rang y nghia cia misericordia 13 “yéu thwong bang con tim déng cdm” hay “yéu
thwong véi con tim tan nat”, hay “yéu thwong nhirng ngwdi bat hanh”, v.v. Hodc mot nguoi c6 thé
phén tich tir nay trong tiéng Viét: long thwong x6t = tdm long + thwong yéu + dau x4t ma suy ra
rang y nghia cta khai niém dé 1 “yéu thuwong véi con tim biét dau”, v.v. Nhitng suy dién nay
khong han 1a v6 ich cho viéc hiéu y nghia cta long thwong x6t hay misericordia, nhung cin dwoc
dit trén nén tang virng chic ctia nhitng thuc tai trong Thanh Kinh (lién quan dén Thién Chuia va
thai do, twong quan ctia Ngai véi con ngwoi) ma tir nay dugc dung dé dién ta. X. W. Kasper,
Mercy, 50: “Thus, the decisive statement concerning God'’s gracious and merciful essence is not a
speculative statement or the result of a mystical experience. Rather, it is a statement of faith on the
basis of the historical self-revelation of God. In and through history, God reveals his essence, which
has been hidden from human beings. We can speak of it only by way of a narrative, and not in a

speculative way”.
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ctia n6 chua thuc sy dinh hinh hoan toan)3. Vay than hoc ciing can phai khao sat ca nhitng ban
vin d6 nita dé hiéu hon vé 10ng thuong x6t. Poc gia s& thic mic, dudng nhu c6 mot vong
luan quan & day: mot mit ta phai di tim ngir nghia ctia long thwong x6t; mat khac ta phai xac
dinh ban vin c6 ndi vé long thuong x6t khong trude khi khao sat k§ no dé tim hiéu vé chinh
1ong thuong xot. Thuc ra, day khong phai la mot vong ludn quan, thé hién su bé tic vé mat
phuong phap, néu chung ta nhd rang khong nén di tim y nghia cua long thuong x6t trong
nhitng khai ni¢m chinh xéc rdi rac, ma nhu mét “truong y nghia”. Truong y nghia cua long
thuong x6t s€ khong dugc xac dinh cach dut khoat va trong mot dong thai tirc thoi, nhung
dugc dinh hinh tir tir (ngdy cang rd hon nhung khong bao gio dugc xac dinh cach chinh xac
va cting nhic) trong tién trinh ctia vong tron thong dién (trong trudng hop nay 13 sy tuong tac
khong ngung gitra tr nglt va ban van cling nhu vdi toan bd Thanh Kinh).

Kinh nghi€m nhan sinh

Mot trong nhitng cach dé hiéu dir kién Thanh Kinh cich séng dong va thiét thuc, d6 1a tré vé
v61 mot trong nhimg * ‘ngudn” quan trong ctia than hoc — kinh nghiém nhan sinh. Dit kién cta
Thanh Kinh thuc chat khong xa la véi kinh nghiém cia con ngudi, tuy nhiéu luc ciing thach
dd va moi goi con nguoi vuot ra khoi chinh minh dé kinh nghiém thyc tai cach chéan thyc
hon. Dé hiéu hon thuc tai ma khai niém long thuong xét dién ta, ta can doc cac dit kién Thanh
Kinh trong mbi lién hé véi chinh kinh nghiém ciia ta lién quan ti cac dit kién do.

Duya vao nhiing nét chAm pha ké trén vé dir kién Thanh Kinh, ching ta c¢6 thé dé dang nhan ra
rang thuc tai cua long thirong x6t nhu Thanh Kinh ghi lai (cho du 1a mé ta Thién Chua hay
néi 1én nhu cau ciia con nguoi) ¢6 18 1a mot trong nhiing thyc tai duoc phan anh thuong xuyén
va rd nét nhat trong kinh nghiém cua chung ta vé Thién Chua va vé chinh minh.

Vi thé, mdt ban luan than hoc vé long thuong xot rat can phai khéo sat xem ddy 1a mot dir
kién cua kinh nghiém nhan sinh thé nao, xay ra trong truong hop nao. Mot sO van dé co the
duogc khao sat va khai trién: Long thirong x6t ¢6 1a nhu cau ciia con ngudi ndi riéng va cua xa
hoi loai ngudi néi chung? Pau 1a vai tro cua long thuwong xét dbi v6i hién hitu, ciing nhu véi
doi séng ca nhan va xa hdi cia con nguoi? (con nguodi cé thuc sy 1a nguoi, xa hoi cod ton tai
khong néu thiéu long thuwong x6t? con ngudi c6 thé séng thiéu long thirong xét chiang? v.v)
Pau 1a mbi trong quan gitta long thwong xot va cong 1y? (long thuong xot co dbi nghich hay
lam gidm thleu cong ly ching?) Pau 1a nguyén nhan cia viéc thiéu ving long thuwong xdt
trong doi séng con ngudi hién nay? v.v.

Vén dé co thé duge dat mot cach khac, theo ngdn ngir triét hoc: C6 thé phat trién mot hién
tugng luén hién sinh vé long thuong xdt the na0?% Trong hién tuwong luan dd, long thuwong xot
c6 thé dugc mo ta voi nhitng déc tinh gi? v.v.

5 X. W. Kasper, Mercy, 44: “The meaning that the Bible’s testimony ascribes to God’s mercy does
not emerge solely from how the word is used. The meaning of mercy can be ascertained only from

the entirety of the biblical history of salvation”.

6 M6t s6 goi y ban dau cho mét hién twong ludn nhw thé: Long thwong x6t la mét dang tinh
yéu d3c thu, gan lién véi thuc trang cha hién hitu con ngwdi. N6 khong nhit thiét phai thudc vé
ban chit con nguwdi, nhung thuec té, twong tw nhw kinh nghiém dau khé, vi mét ly do nao d6 ma ly
tri khong hoan toan gidi ma dworc, n6 da gan chit véi hién hiru chan thyc cia con ngwoi. N6
dwong nhw da tré thanh “phan xa c6 diéu kién” hay “phan &rng tw vé” ctia hién hiru chan thuc
trwdc thuce trang dau kho.
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Céc dir kién cia kinh nghiém nhan sinh lién quan dén long thiwong xét khong chi duoc tim
thiy qua nhitng khao sat xa hoi hay tim 1y, nhung con qua vin chuong va nhing suy tw mang
tinh triét hoc Pong Tay kim cb. Cac nha vin hay cac triét gia khong han 1a ding khai niém
Iong thwong x6t, nhung rat ¢ thé ho suy tu va ban luan vé nhimng thuc tai cta kinh nghiém
nhan sinh rit gin véi thuc tai cta long thuwong x6t.

Vai tro than hoc

Pé tim hiéu y nghia cta long thuwong xot, thi ngoai viéc khao sat cac “ngudn” than hoc, chiing
ta con c6 thé suy tu phan tinh bang cach lién hé long thuong x6t véi cic mau nhiém khac cta
duc tin. Y nghia cta long thirong x6t ¢6 thé duge sang t6 khi duoc dit trong mbi tuong quan
v6i hiéu biét cta ta vé cac mau nhiém lién quan téi Thién Chua, Ptc Kitd, con nguoi va thé
gidi. Néi cach khac, ta ¢ thé hiéu hon ¥ nghia va vai trd than hoc cta long thirong x6t khi tim
hiéu xem khai niém nay gop phan soi sang cac chu d& than hoc hay giai dap cac khac mac
than hoc thé nao. Mot s6 van dé da duoc va van con duge khai trién:

- Lién quan dén Thién Chiia: Lidu long thiwong xét ¢ thudc vé yéu tinh cta Thién Chua? Hay
1a thudc tinh ciia Ngai? Tam quan trong cta thudc tinh nay so véi cac thudc tinh khac cua
Thién Chta? Long thiwong xét gitp ta hiéu hon mdi trong quan gitta Ba Ngoi va giita Thién
Chua véi thé gidi thé nao? v.v.

- Lién quan dén Dt Kitd: Long thuwong xot gitip ta hiéu gi vé can tinh va s mang cta Dt
Kito Giésu? Cac mau nhiém Lam Nguoi va ctru do c¢6 thé duoc dién giai dudi ling kinh cua
long thiong x6t thé nao? Nhitng khiic méic lién quan téi xi-cang-dan Thap gia c6 thé duoc
giai dap dua vao khai niém long thuwong xot thé nao?” v.v.

- Lién quan dén Gido Hoi: Long thirong xot soi sang gi thém cho hiéu biét cta ching ta vé
ngudn gde, ban chit va st mang cua Gido Hoi? Co thé hiéu Gido Hoi ra doi nhu 1a két qua
ctia [ong thwong xét ciia Thién Chua d6i véi loai nguoi va thé gidi chang? Sy ciang thang noi
tai cua long thuong xot (thé hién & nhiéu dang thirc khac nhau, trong truong hop nay co thé 1a
sy cang thang gitra tinh yéu va bat xung/phan boi, gilta an sung va to1 161) gitp ta hiéu gi hon
vé sy cang thang mang tinh canh chung cua bdn dic tinh cua Gido Hoi (duy nhat, thanh thién,
cong gido, tong truyén)? Néu Gido Hoi ton tai 1a do long thiwong xot thi dau 1a ban chat va y
nghia cta pham trat Gido Hoi? Long thwong x6t s& mic ¥ nghia gi méi cho viéc rao giang
Phic Am va sit mang truyén gido cta Gido Hoi? v.v.

- Lién quan dén con nguoi: Long thwong xot ¢6 lién hé gi voi “hinh anh cta Thién Chtia” von
la khai niém ma cac gido phu dung dé dinh nghia con nguoi theo Thanh Kinh? Long thuong

Diéu nay dan dén hé qua vé mit xa hoi: long thwong x6t, trong thuc trang hién tai cia hién
sinh, tré nén chit keo két dinh, lam cho xa hoi thwce sy tré thanh cdng doan cia nhirng nhan vi.

Twong tu, tinh thiét yéu ctia long thwong x4t déi véi hién sinh con ngwdi cling bao ham
nhitng cach hiéu méi vé méi twong quan gitra con ngudi vdi thé giGi va vé nhirng hién twong
nhéan sinh khac (vi du nhw lao dong, 16i séng, v.v.).

7 Mot s6 goi y ban dau: Khic mac lién quan téi Thap gia thwong 12 tai sao Thién Chua ct
phai ctru con nguoi ngang qua bién c6 dau thwong va tan khéc nhw thé? Liéu nhw thé Thién Chuta
c6 tan nhan quéa khong? Néu than hoc cho thdy dwoc riang long thwong x6t 1a ddi trong cia dau
kho (nhin ttr phia con ngudi, trong hién hiru chin thwc cia minh) va 1a dang thirc hién tai ca
tinh yéu vinh ctru va vo bién ctia Thién Chtia d6i véi con ngudi trong hién thuc toi 16i ctia ho
(nhin tir phia Thién Chda), thi vin nan vé Thap gid sé dwgc lam sang to hon. Theo d6, Thap gia
khoéng con 12 biéu twong clia tw tin nhan ma 13 clia tinh yéu trong dang thirc dic thi ca né (long
thwong x6t) khi d6i dién v&i sy tan khdc khon xiét clia tdi 16i con ngudi.
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x6t ¢6 giup ta hiéu hon thé nao 1a toi khong? Long thuong xot gbp phan giai thich nguyén
nhan muc dich cua chuong trinh ctru do va ban chat on cuu do thé nao? Long thuwong xot gitip
ta hiéu hon cung dich ctia con ngudi va cia thé gidi thé nao va ngugc lai? v.v.

- Lién quan dén thé gi6i: Long thuong xot gitip ta hiéu gi vé nguyén nhan, muc dich va ban
chat ctia cong trinh sang tao? vé gia tri va ctru canh cua cac loai thu tao? v.v.

Ngoai cac van dé lién quan dén gido Iy ding dn (orthodoxy), y nghia va vai tro than hoc cua
long thuong xot con duge lam sang to bang cach tim hiéu trén phuong dién hanh dong ding
ddn (orthopraxy). Noi cach khac, chung ta c6 thé tim hiéu xem khai niém nay c6 v6 hay thiic
day mot 16i song hay hanh vi ton gido nao trong dao duc luan ly, phung vu, ky luat Gido Hoi,
v.v. Mot s6 van dé c6 thé duoc xem xét va khai trién: Liéu long thwong x6t ¢6 thé dong vai
tro 1a chia khoa (hermeneutical key) dé hiéu cac gia tri luan 1y va ning dong cta ky ludt cua
Giao Ho1 chang? Long thuong xot 6 thé 1a tiéu chuan cho viéc phan dinh luan 1y ciing nhu
nhimng phan quyét mang tinh ky luat trong doi song Kitd hiru ching? Long thuong xot c6 thé
g6p phan giai toa cac van nan duong thoi trong luan 1y va ky luat Giao Hoi thé nao? v.v.

Tinh “thoi su”™

Mot yéu tb trong ban luan than hoc, tuy c6 thé khéng dong vai trd hang dau trong viée tim ra
chan 1y, nhung chic chin déng vai trd quan trong cho viéc tao ¥ thirc vé ¥ nghia cua dé tai
dang dugc ban luan, d6 1a tinh “thoi sy” cta dé tai. Trong truong hop ban ludn than hoc vé
long thwong xot, viéc néu 1én tinh “thdi sy” ctia dé tai ndy, ngoai viéc 1am cho ban luan hap
dan hon, con gitip ta hiéu hon ¥ nghia thuc tién cta long thuwong xét trong doi sdng hang
ngay.

Qua nhu Buc Héng Y Walter Kasper quan niém, long thwong xot 1a mot dé tai rat thich hop
de ban luan trong bdi canh the gio1 ngay nay dang chiu nhiéu dau thuong va d6 v&®. Nhiing
van dé toan cau nhung ciing rat thyc tién d6i v6i hoan canh xa hoi ¢ Viét Nam nhu sy ding
dung trudc ndi dau hay tai nan cliia nguoi khac, bao luc tan khoc (chién tranh, giét nguoi cach
da man, v.v), chia r& han thu (gitra cac qudc gia, khéi kinh te hay y thtrc h¢, gia dinh, v.v), pha
huy méi trudng, v.v. dang dat con nguoi trude nhiing bé tic khung khlep Long thuwong xot ¢
I& s& cung cap cho chung ta co héi tim ra giai phap cho nhing bé tic d6. Trudc nhiing bicu
hién cta vin hoa su chét, din loai ngudi dén tinh trang diét vong, c6 1& chi c6 long thuwong
x6t, ma hinh mau dugc tim théy noi Thap gia Buc Kitd, mai la gidi phap cho su tdn tai cua
nhan loai.

Két ludn

Trén day 1a mot sd phac thao va goi ¥, vira mang tinh phuong phap luén vira cung cap mot so
chat liéu can ban, cho mot ban luan c6 tinh than hoc vé long thuong xot. Néu duoc xay nén
viing chic, khai niém 1ong thuong x6t s& cung cdp nhiing kha thé méi cho suy tu than hoc
lién quan dén nhiéu dé tai khac nhau vé Thién Chua, con nguoi va thé gidi. Nhitng khiic mac
than hoc ciing c¢6 thé dugc 1am sang t6 hon dudi anh sang cua khai niém long thuong x6t (X.
chu thich 6 & 7).

8 X. W. Kasper, Mercy, 1-15.
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