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ABSTRACT
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The paper explores the complex interplay between these two
domains through sociological, psychological, anthropological,
and phenomenological perspectives. The author argues that
religion never exists outside cultural contexts, while every culture
implicitly carries religious dimensions. Drawing on thinkers such
as Comte, Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Freud, Jung, James, Geertz,
and Eliade, the study examines how religion structures society,
shapes spiritual life, builds cultural networks and symbolic
language, and mediates experiences of the sacred. Special
attention is given to inculturation in the Vietnamese context,
where the linguistic traditions of “7Troi” and “Deus” converge to
form a distinctive Christian culture. The article concludes that
Christian faith is intrinsically a culture in itself, offering a
worldview that shapes human values, behaviors, and identity.

TOM LUQC

Tir khoa: Van hoa; Ton
giao; Hoi nhédp vén hoa;
Kinh nghiém thanh
thiéng; Puc tin Kit6 gido

Bai viét nay phan tich mdi quan hé phuc hop giita hai linh vuc nay
qua céc tiép can xa hoi hoc, tim 1y hoc, nhan hoc va hién twong
luén. Téc gia cho thy ton gido khong ton tai bén ngoai bdi canh
vian héa, dong thoi moi nén vin hoa déu tiém tang cac chiéu kich
ton gido. Tu quan diém cua cac hoc gia nhu Comte, Marx,
Durkheim, Weber, Freud, Jung, James, dén Geertz va Eliade, bai
viét khao sat vai tro cta ton gido trong viéc diéu phdi cau trac xa
hoi, dinh hinh doi séng tim linh, kién tao mang ludi vin hoa va
ngdn ngit biéu twong, ciing nhu mang lai kinh nghiém thanh
thiéng. Dic biét, bai viét nhan manh tién trinh hoi nhap van hoa
trong bdi canh Viét Nam, noi cac ngdn ngit “Troi” va “Deus” giao
thoa, tao nén nén van hoa Kitd gido ban dia. Két luan khéng dinh
rang duc tin Kitd gido tu than 1a mot nén vin hoa, gbp phan dinh
hinh 1i séng va cin tinh nhan loai.
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Din Nhap

Twong quan giita vin hoa va ton gido 1a mot chu dé rong 16n va co thé dugc nghién ciru tir cac
khia canh nhu lich st truyén gido, tién trinh phat trién cta tin Iy hay ngon ngir ton gido.! Tir cac
thanh t6 can ban nhu thuc pham, 40 quan, lao dong, noi chén cu ngu con ngudi da chiéu phong
Ién ching nhirng gia tri tinh hoa va bién chung thanh nhimg mang lu6i “van héa”. Cing thé, tir
nhimg thé hién van hoa nhu nghé thuat 4m thyc, trang phuc 18 nghi, giai cap xa hoi, tap tuc
truyén thong, van chuong va am nhac, con nguoi da tao nén mdt mang ludi trung tam hon goi
la “ton giao”. Nhung hon cé van hoa, ton gido c6 kha nang phan biét co1 thiéng voi cdi pham,
chuyen tai tim linh con ngudi tir trang thai toi 18i dén ctru 16, va dung ngdn ngi con ngudi aé
noi vé sy thanh thiéng. Muc dich cua ton gido la theo dudi ly tuong cua Déng sang 1ap ton gido,
va qua sy dan xen v&i van héa thi niém tin t6n gido s& tao nén mot nén van hoa riéng cho minh.

Nhung vi hai mang luéi ton gido va vin hoa ton tai chong chéo 1én nhau, nén ranh gi6i giira
chung rat linh dong. Ton giao khong chi don so 1a sy giao thoa giita hai linh vyc “vian hoa” va
linh vuc “dirc tin”, vi 1& chung ta khong bao gio thdy ton giao xuat hién bén ngoai bbi canh vin
hoa nao do, va ngugc lai khong c6 van hoa nao ma khong tiém tang cac ngudn gdc dao dirc cia
n6. Than hoc gia Paul Tillich cho rang moi t6n gido déu mang mot “hink thirc” vin hoa va moi
vian hoa déu ham chira mot “ban chdr” ton gido. Mo hinh “bdn chdt/hinh thire” d3 cung cip mot
cong cu cb dién dé phan biét giita ton gido va van hoa, nhung khi triét hoc chuyén qua hé tu
duy ngon ngit (linguistic paradigm) thi thuc tai xuat hién phtic tap hon nhiéu. Ngay nay, ching
ta nhan thie rd hon 14 tién trinh hoi nhap vin hoa khong don gian chi ghép “ban chit” cia ton
giao nay vao “hinh thirc” cia van hoa kia, ma la sy giao thoa gitra hai mang lu6i ngon ngi. Moi
mang ludi ngdn ngr danh dau su giao thoa thanh cong ctia cac the hé ngdn ngir ton gido va van
hoa trude d6. Két qua cia cac giai doan giao thoa nay la mot tién trinh ban vi hoa cua tén gido,

tirc 1a sy hinh thanh cia mot cach song dao moi.2

Bai khao luan nay s& tim hiéu cach ton gido tac dong 1én van hoa va tao nén khong gian riéng
cho chinh minh. Nhung thay vi khoi dau tir cac tién dé than hoc c6 sén, chung ta sé ap dung
loai mo ta day (thick description)® ciia Clifford Geertz dé boc tach su twong tac da chiéu giita van
héa va ton gido. Khoa hoc t6n gido, mat gan hai thé ky dé tach biét ra khoi than hoc, da gt hai
duoc nhiéu két qua dang ké tir cic nhan quan xa hoi hoc, tdm ly hoc, nhan hoc va hién tuong
luan.* Chung ta s& phan tich cach ton gido danh huong ciu tric xa hoi, nén tang tam linh, mang
lu6i van hoa, cung vai trai nghiém thanh thiéng cua con nguoi. Cubi cung, hién tuong ludn boc
10 y thirc cia con ngudi vé su xam nhap cua sy Thanh Thiéng vao thé gidi, cho thay con nguoi
bi thoi thuc di tim y nghia t6i hau cua lich st va tao nén mét loai ngon ngtr dac thu (theo-logos)
dé dién ta niém tin ctia minh. Cho du bai nghién ctru nay khai dau tir bén ngoai pham vi caa
than hoc, nhung hy vong cudi cling s& dua chung ta dén ngudng cira ciia suy tu than hoc.

Tén Gido Diéu Phéi Cau Tric Xa Hpi

Viée nghién ciru vé ton gido thoi Can Dai khoi dau tir sy hoai nghi vé cach than hoc giai thich
ngudn gbc cua t6n gido.S Tir thé ky XIX, David Hume da cho rang ton giao la nd lyc dbi phod
vO1 strc manh v6 cam cua thién nhién va tao nén co cAu cho sy gan két cua xa héi. Sau d6, qua

1 x. Friedrich Schleiermacher. On Religion: Speeches to its Cultured Despiser, (Cambridge University Press, 1966); Paul
Tillich, Religion and Culture, (SCM Press, 1959); Michel Foucault, Religion and Culture, (Routledge Publisher,1999); Chris
Klassen, Religion and Popular Culture: A Cultural Studies Approach, (1st Edition, Oxford University Press, 2014).

2 x. Paul Knitter. Introduction to Theologies of Religions, (Orbis Books, 2002).

3 x. Clifford Geertz. The Interpretation of Cultures. (Basic Books, 1973).

4 x. Joseph Tan Nguyén. Tén Gido: La Bin Thiéng Liéng Cho Con Nguoi. (NXB Tén Gido, 2023).

5 x. David Hume, Natural History of Religion, (Pearson, Library of Liberal Arts edition, 1991). Ban gbc 1755.
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lang kinh thuc chiing, Auguste Comte xem ton gido nhu 1a mot o tudng, dung nghi thirc dé két
ndi ca nhan lai véi nhau va dong gop cach tich cuc vao tién trinh phat trién cta x3 hoi qua ba
giai doan: than thoai (tn gido), siéu hinh (zriét hoc) va “thuc chimg” (khoa hoc).* Cho du a0
tudng ton gido trude sau cling bi suy tan vi su tién b cta xad hoi, nhung d6 1a mot giai doan
thiét yéu trong tién trinh thing tién cua tri thirc nhan loai. Mot khi cac 1& nghi t6n gido va
phuong thirc gin bo xa hoi khong con hitu higu dé giai thich cac hién twong tu nhién, thi chirc
nang cau két xa hoi ciia ton gido cling yéu dan, nhu da thdy qua khung hoang xa hoi & Au Chau
thoi Can Pai. Nhu thé, x3 hoi can tai thiét mot co cdu co chirc nang tuong tu nhu ton gido, von
c6 strc quy tu va thoi thic nang luc tap thé, va dung nghi thue dé tao nén tang ma&i cho xa hoi.
Ban than Comte da theo dudi 4o tudng nay va thiét 1ap mot ton gido thd Con Ngudi Vi Dai
(Great Being).

Trong khi Comte xem ton gido nhu 1a mét o tudng tich cuc, thi Karl Marx cho rang tén gido
mang lai 4o tuong ti€u cuc, khong chi can tro sy tién bo cla x@hoima con la céng cu dé cung
co cho co che thong tri va boc 16t gidi lao dong. Marx cho rang ton gido la “liéu thuéc phién ru
ngii ciia quan ching’”® dé bién mlnh cho su danh cudp gia tri san xuit cua gidi lao dong qua
nhiing 161 hita hen vé on ctru rdi trong twong lai. Ton gido lam cho gi6i lao dong tré nén ngoan
ngodn va dé thong tri hon qua co cu giai cap va trat tu chinh tri trong xa hoi. “Thuong DE” 1a
su phong dai cua cac pham tinh 1y twéng ma con nguoi khao khat c¢6 dugc nhu khén ngoan,

cong bang, bac ai. M6t khi gioi cong nhan dugc giai phong thi tén gido tw n6 s€ bi dao thai ma
khong can phai ton niang luc dé loai trir.

Ca hai quan diém cua Comte va Marx khong tranh roi vao nhitng 40 mong nhu duoc thdy qua
Su sup dd cua chu nghia cong san va hoc thuyét thuc ching. Trai lai, su ton tai kién tri cua ton
gido cho thay ton gido dung hon 1 thyc luc dong gop vao su gin két ctia xa hoi. Emile Durkheim
nghién ctru cac bo lac thd dan & Uc Chau va nhan ra con nguoi cé cach hanh xur véi tu thé dic
thu khi tham du vao nghi thire c6 lién quan dén linh vat.° Durkheim cho rang t6n giao 1a hanh
vi mang tinh xa hoi do d6 can phai duoc hiéu trong co cau xi hoi. Con ngudi ding nghi thic
t6n gido dé tao nén ranh gidi gitta cdi thiéng va cdi pham, gitra su vat biéu hién cac gia tri xa
héi véi su vat am chi pham vi cé thé hay riéng tu. Cho du linh vat tu né khong mang tinh siéu
pham nhung van duoc xem la thanh thiéng vi x@ ho1 so khai d& gan tinh thanh thiéng 1én ching
dé phuc vu cho cac muc tiéu tap thé nhu duy tri can tinh xa hoi va phuc hdi “hdn” cua xi hoi
qua cac nghi thirc. Nhitng hanh vi nhu nguyén rua, thé thdt, ling ma ton gido, xic pham diéu
cam ky hay coi thuong d6 “phung ty” va “ctia thanh” déu bi trimg phat nghiém khic,

Hoc thuyét x@ hoi cua Durkheim giai thich chirc nang gan két cua ton giao nhung lai bo qua doi
song thuce té ciia cac tin d6. Max Weber chi ra anh huong cua niém tin ton giao Ién dong luc
luén 1y vén diéu phdi hoat dong kinh té ctia con ngudi. Weber nhén thiy ché do kinh té tu ban
¢ khuynh huéng thang hoa hau hét tai céc dia phuong ma Gido hoi Tin Lanh thong tri."® Thuyét
tién dinh vé on ctru rdi (Phaol6 va Augustind) xem su thanh cong vé lao dong va kinh doanh
nhur 14 dau hiéu ctia 4n sung. Diéu nay di cung cap dong luc ndi tim cho sy siéng nang va chiu
kho 1am viéc noi cac tin ¢ Tin Lanh. Weber phan tich anh hudng ciia niém tin ton gido 1én

6 x. Harriet Martineau. The Positive Philosophy of Auguste Comte. (Cambridge University Press 2009). Tac phim gdc:
Auguste Comte. Cours de philosophie positive 1830.
7 x. Wilf Hey, “Auguste Comte: High Priest of Humanity?” truy cap 3/4/2023, https://www.vision.org/biography-auguste-
comte -high-priest-humanity-725.

8 x. Karl Marx Crmque of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, chuyen ngilt va gidi thleu O’Malley. (Cambrldge University Press,

1970, ban gbc tleng buc, 1843). Nguyén van: “Ton gido ld tiéng than ciia quan chiing dang bi théng tri, la trdi tim ciia mot
thé gidi v tam, va la than khi ciia mét boi canh vé hon. No chinh la liéu thude phién ciia dam dong.”

% x. Emile Durkheim. Elementary Forms of Religious Life. (Macmillan, New York, 1915).
10 x. Max Weber. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. (Penguin Twentieth-Century Classics, New York, 1904).
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nhiéu dong lyc xa hoi khac nira. Vi du cong dong thuong bi mé hodc boi 4o thuét gia vi ho tin
vao k¥ nang doc quyén vé cac tuyét chiéu cta ong; hay vi tu té co quyén nim giit ctra vao cdi
thanh thiéng vi cong doan dugc gido huin boi truyén théng dirc tin ctia Gido hoi.

Cubi cung, Peter Berger cho rang ton gido 13 “long che thanh thiéng” cho quy pham xa hoi. !
Trude nhimg tré ngai hay tai hoa x4 hoi, ton gido s& cung cip cac hinh thire than Iy hoc (theodicy)
dé binh thuwong hoa va tao hudéng di cho lich sir. Cac ngon sit Do Thaéi giai thich cudc luu day
Babylon nhu 13 “hinh phat” cho su bat tuan 15i giao wéc va dé khuyén khich dan Do Thai hay
hoan cai va vang phuc Thanh Y cua Puc Chua. Pa s6 t6n gido xem “chét” nhu 13 “nguéng cira”
can phai vuot qua dé di vao ¢bi vinh héng, noi khong con sy trudn chuyén nira. Tuy nhién, su
thang tién ciia khoa hoc va tién trinh thé tuc héa da thu hep chic nang cta “long che thanh thiéng”
thay thé no béng cac dai tu su khéc trong nén van hoa hién dai.

Toén Gido Piéu Phoi Linh Vuc Tam Linh

Ngoai kha nang diéu phdi co cau xa hoi, ton gido con 13 ning luc thao ting tim linh con nguoi,
ca chiéu kich vo thuc 13n y thire. Tir khia canh vo thire, Sigmund Freud cho rang tén gido 1a
nguyén nhan cta sy rdi loan tim than vi né phan anh hanh vi mang tinh nghi thirc ctia bénh
nhan tam than, giy ra boi viéc chuyén hudéng ning luc tiéu cuc ctia minh sang cac ddi tuong
khac.'? Tinh trang réi loan nay c6 thé dugc x6a tan mot khi ngudn gde that sir cia nd dugc kham
pha. Freud nhan thdy c6 su twong dong gitra cac huyen thoai ctia thd dan, bénh rdi loan tam
than va nguon goc cuia ton gido doc than. Su tich vé - nhitng dira con trai ddng tinh v&i nhau giét
cha minh hau chiém doat nguodi me, sau do 1a su hdi han vé toi 13i khong thé bay to duoc dua
dén viéc ton tho va nang nguoi cha da chét 1én ngoi vi Chaa Cha. Sy roi loan tAm than nay Xuét
hién qua nhiéu trinh thuat t6n gido khac nhau. Nhimg ndi lo 4u va cam xuc dang bi dé nén trong
vo thirc thao tung tam hon con ngudi va chiéu phong 1én cac biéu tuong ton gido. Vi thé, ton
giao la cai “van” an toan va cho phép ca nhan giai toa su cang thang tdm than, nhung lai khong
thé giai quyét tan cin nhiing van d& tha hoa trong cudc sdng.

Theo Freud, ton gido giup con ngudi lam chu cac xung luc x4u xa ciing nhu bdi dip cho nhitng
thiéu thn hay bat man. Ton gido bién doi cAm doan ciia xa hoi bén ngoai thanh nhing ran de
ndi tdm va de nén ban nang, qua d6 ngan can sy ban loan x3 hoi. Néu khong c6 ton giao, thi
con ngudi sé bi bo mic trong thé gi6i tw nhién. Freud xem Thién Chiia nhu 1a mot hiam chira
nhirng ndi lo so va 4o vong cua su bat ximg ma con ngudi khong dam nhan noi minh. Khi
phong chiéu sy bat xtmg ra ngoai, con ngudi mong gidi quyét nhitng truan chuyén cua dinh
ménh. Phan tdm hoc dwa nhitng dir liéu bi don nén ¢ dang v thirc vao trong ¥ thirc va bién d6i
hinh thtrc ton gido bénh hoan thanh mdt ton gido lanh manh hon.

Mot cach tich cuc hon Freud, Carl Jung khai thac su chuyén huéng cta vo thic sang ¥ thirc, vi
ong cho rang vo thirc 13 ngudn sang tao can thiét dé con nguoi duoc tiép can voi thyc tai tip
thé goi 13 hinh mAu (archetype).'® Cac hinh mau diéu phdi cach con ngudi tiép can thé giéi trong
su quan binh va day y nghia. V6 thirc tap thé vén 1a cau tric cta y thirc tip thé nhan loai thuong
xudt hién qua cac hinh mau tdm linh trong gidc mo hodc cac biéu tuong tai dién qua nhiéu
huyén thoai trén thé gidi. Ton gido thé hién nhu cau gin bé lau dai ciia con ngudi vao cac hinh
mau. Niang luc ciia vo thirc ¢6 thé gitip giai quyét cac tinh hudng bé tic khi cac biéu tuong cii
khong con ¥ nghia nita. Vi du hinh mau thanh thiéng thuong duoc dai dién bang mot vong tron
chia thanh bdn hinh vudng. Diéu nay giai thich hién twong tai sao ngoai hinh mau “Ba Ngbi”,
ngudi Cong Gido thuong thém vao “Pic Trinh NiF’, hodc ngudi Tin Lanh thuong noéi dén

11 x. Peter Berger. The Sacred Canopy. (Doubleday and Company, New York, 1967).
12 x. Sigmund Freud. The Future of an Illusion. (The Standard Edition, 1989., ban gbc: Die Zukunft einer Illusion, 1927).
13 x. Carl Jung. Psychology and Religion. The Terry Lectures. (Yale University Press, 1977).
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“Satan”. Piéu ndy cho thiy cac hinh mau vé su “bao boc than link” hay “quyén ning sw di¥” thi
luén nim trong ndi dung cua vo thirc tap thé vé su thanh thiéng. Vo thire tap thé cung cép ning
luc cho viée chita lanh tdm linh va c¢6 nhiéu tiém ning sang tao néu ca nhan biét cach thich ing
véi chung.

Trong khi ca Freud va Jung déu cht tim dén chiéu kich vé thirc cua ton gido, thi William James
va Rodney Stark nhan manh vé khia canh y chi mubn tin va tinh hop 1y cua chon lya ton gido.

James 1y luan rang khong ai co thé tri hoan mem tin ctia minh cho dén khi c6 day du ‘moi ching
cd.1 Mot khi bude vao cude song con ngudi can phal hanh dong va phai dya trén nén tang cua
mot niém tin nao d6. Tinh trang “mdi hoai nghi vi so' bi danh lira” s€ danh mét co hoi tot. Mot
khi hanh dong mang lai hiéu qua thich dang cho cudc séng thi né duoc cing cb va tré thanh
chan Iy. Do d6, chan Iy “xay ra” trong khi con ngudi thir nghiém y chi muén tin ctia minh trong
thé giGi. Chi co ton gido nao doi hoi chiing ta phai that sy chon lya va dan than, thi ton gido 4y
mdi that sy xung dang véi tén goi cua minh. James nghién clru cac loai trai nghi¢m ton gido
mang tinh kich dong va manh liét vi ching t6 16 nhiing tac dong dac thu 1én tam thic cuia chu
thé. Trai nghi¢m tén giao co thé 1a lanh manh, bénh hoan hay giup ca nhan tré nén hoan thién
hon.

Cubi cung, Rodney Stark khang dinh rang ton giao la mot su “chon lya hop [y” khi con nguoi
phai dbi dién vé6i nhitng truan chuyén trong cudc sdng.'> Con ngudi 1a hitu thé bi 16i cudn boi
nhimg muc dich, cho nén khi phai chon 16 trinh dé dat muc tiéu ciia minh, thi con nguoi s€ phai
toan tinh vé nhiing gid tri phai tra hau dé tim cach thu déc cho duoc cac muyc tiéu ay. Con nguoi
s& d6i chac bat ctr thtr gi ma ho s& hitu dé 1iy phan thuéng ma ho wdc mudn va c6 kha ning dat
dugc. Doi khi phan thudng thi lai hiém hoi va bi thao ting boi nhimng ké co quyén lyc, hodc
khong c6 cach nao kiém chimg. Pimg trudc nhitng tinh huéng khong thé ty minh bao dam sy
chiém hitu thi con nguoi chon lya: hodc 1a tir bdo moi hy vong chiém hitu hoic 1a chép nhan mot
su bdi thuong khac thay vao dé. Tén gido duoc xem nhur 13 hé thong cac bodi thuong dua trén
nhiing gid dinh si€u nhién, dugc thyc hién boi cac chuyén gia (tu si, gidgo si) nhu la trung gian
phan phdi trén danh nghia Thién Chua. Cac tin d6 nhin vao gia tri ma ton gido thuc su truyén
dat, dé can nhic nhu nhimg mén hang dang dugc trung bay. Vi thé, cac chuyén gia ton gido s&
can duoc huin luyén ky ludng dé tranh cac hinh thire doc quyén, dong thoi su da dang ton gido
ctng la mot diéu tbt dé loai trir sy biéng nhac va lam dung trong viéc “kinh doanh” ton gido.
Mudn cho hiéu luc va chan 1y ctia minh khong bi dao thai thi Iy thuyét va thuc hanh t6n gido
can phai lién tuc cap nhat.

Ton Giao Piéu Phoi Cau Tric Tuw Twéng Va Mang Lwéi Van Hoéa

Ca hai nhan quan x& hoi hoc va tam ly hoc trén déy giai thich rat hing hon vé tinh nang dong
ctia ton gido nhung chiing van chua khai trién dugc bé day cua m01 turong quan gitra biéu tuong
t6n gido va mang ludi vin héa. Ton gido khong chi 1a nhitng ¢ vét cung kinh nhung 13 hanh vi
tham dy vao hoat dong xa hdi ma qua do no6 to 1o cAu tric cua tu tudng con nguodi va mang ludi
van hoa. Ferdinand de Saussure chi ra bé day cta hanh vi ton gido khi ong phan biét giita ¢ ‘ngdn
tu” (ky hi¢u) va “dién ngdn” (hanh vi ngén ngi¥).'® Ngon tir 1a nhitng 4m-hinh ma t n6 khong thé
tao ra thé gi01, nhung con nguoi dung ching dé tao nén nerng ‘khai niém” hau n01 1én sy khac
biét da c6 san trong the gidi. Can phai xem hanh vi t6n giao nhu 1a “dién ngon”, thi ching ta
m&i c6 thé nhan ra ciu triic cta tu tudng va vin hoa dang tiém tang trong biéu twong ton gido.

14 x. William James. The Variety of Religious Experiences. (Longmans, Green & Co, New York, 1902).

15 x. Rodney Stark. The Future of Religion: Secularization, Revival, and Cult Formation. (University of California Press,
1985).
16 x. Ferdinand Saussure, Course in General Linguistics. (McGraw-Hill, New York, 1965.)
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Lévi-Strauss va Geertz s€ khai trién sau sac hon vé hai khia canh “cau truc cua tu tudng” va
“mang ludi y nghia” ham chira trong chu thuyét ngdn ngit cia Saussure.

Claude Lévi-Strauss két ndi tri thirc luan cua Kant va ky hiéu hoc cua Saussure dé khéng dinh
rang phai c6 nhiing cu tric trong tdm tri von gitp cho con ngudi diéu phbi cac biéu twong va
ngdn ngit.'” Cac co cau nay dugc nhan dién qua viéc phan tich nhitng ky hiéu (d@m hinh) va qui
téc (ngit phip) ma tho dan da ding dé tao nén biéu twong ton gido clia ho. Cau tric boc 16 chan
Iy ton gido tiém tang trong tu twong con nguoi, voi muc dich bao dam chén 1y ton gido s€ khong
tr& nén mo hd va tdi nghia qua thoi gian. Cho du hanh vi ton gido thi mang tinh ngau himg
nhung luén c6 mot vo thure tap thé hay nguyén mau trong cach con nguoi tao nén san pham ton
gido. Nhu thé qua cdu tric cia tu twong va vin hoa, chiing ta c6 thé nhan dién nhimng nd luc
ctia ton gido mudn duy tri chan 1y cua né.

Mit khac, Clifford Geertz, chii tim hon vé “hanh vi ngdn ngt” nhu 1a sy tham dy vao mot hinh
thire su séng nao do.'® Hai hoc thuyét nay co thé bd tac cho nhau. Vi du, trong mot budi tiéc
gid t6, Lévi-Strauss co thé giai thich cach thir tu chd ngdi ciia moi ngudi nhung Geertz giai
thich ai mé&i c6 quyén khai tiéc va ai c6 bon phéan 1én tiéng chuc mimg cac b ldo. Geertz cho
rang ching ta can loai “md ta day” (thick description) dé tach ra cic y nghia duoc dan quyén
v6i nhau trong mang ludi vin hoa, von dugce tao nén tir cac biéu tuong t6n gido. Geertz chi tim
dén cach biéu twong ton gido thoi thuc tam thirc va duy tri nhirng hoat dong cd dinh ma néu bi
suy tan hay bién thai thi s& dwa dén rdi loan xa hoi. Loi tiép can thyc dung nay giup chiing ta
nhan dién kha ning cua ton gido thiét 1ap tam thirc va dong luc 1au bén noi con ngudi. Vi ton
gido dan dung nhiing trat tu phé quat va mac 1én van hoa mot hao quang hi¢n thuc, cho nén ton
gi4o vira 1a mo hinh “ciia” thé gidi vira 1a md hinh “cho” thé gidi. Ton gido 1a mot nhan quan
vé thuc tai “tot” cho con ngudi va ciing 14 quy luat dé diéu chinh hanh kiém va hanh vi caa con
nguoi cho phu hgp véi nhan quan do.

Noi chung, khi nhin bleu ‘tuong ton giao nhu mot dién ngodn, thi phuwong phép “mé ta day” s&
boc 16 khong nhitng vé céu tric cua tu duy ma con ca mang lu6i y nghia von dang didu phoi
cach con ngudi t6 chirc doi song.'® La nhan quan cua thé gidi, ton gido giup con ngudi khoi roi
vao trang thai hon loan gy nén bdi su dit vuot trén gidi han luan 1y hodc kha nang chiu dyng.
Tén gido co thé 1y giai nhiing hdn loan va phuc hoi sy tu tin dé con nguoi co thé tiép tuc thang
tién cudc song trong thé gidi. Nghi thire ton giao co kha nang két ndi tam thic véi dong luc dé
tao nén thuc tai va dap ing v6i nhu cau cta thyc tai. Mot vi du cu thé 1 tac dong cua nhan quan
“bi tich” 1én cac giai doan sinh san, trudng thanh, két hon, bénh tat hay sy chét von mang laiy
nghia va mau nhiém cho cudc sdng trong tam thirc ctia ngudi Cong gido.

Ton Gido Piéu Phoi Ngon Ngir Vé Thién Chia “Theo-Logos”

Vin hoa hay ton gido 12 nhitng mang ludi ngdn ngir ma qua dé con ngudi biéu twong hoa nhitng
chan 1y minh muén bao t6n. Thé nhung ngdn ngit nao ciing c6 nhirng quy luit ngit phap cing
v6i nhitng cach pha luat dé c6 thé truyén dat cam hing va tao ra y nghia méi. Nhu thé, biét
ding ngdn ngit thi cling duge xem nhu 13 biét tham du vao mot “&ro choi”. Nguoi choi phai ton
trong quy ludt chung nhung ciing tao ra “muéc di” sang tao riéng trong pham vi cho phép dé
mang lai phan théng cho minh. Ludwig Wittgenstein dung khai niém “#o choi ngon ngit”
(language game)* dé noéi 1én tinh ning dong cua ngén nglt ma khong can phai dinh ‘nghia “ban
chat” ctia ngdn ngit. Ciing thé, trong thé gidi khong bao gior ¢ ciing mot “bdn chdr” ton gido,

17'x. Lévi Strauss, The Savage Mind, (English 1966; French: La Pensée Sauvage, Librairie Plon, Paris, 1962).

18 x. Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures. (Barnes & Noble, New York, 1973).

19 x. Ernst Troeltsch. Religion and Cultural Synthesis. (Oxford Scholarship Online, England, 2011).

20 x. Ludwig Wittgenstein. Philosophical Investigations. (Wiley-Blackwell; 4th edition, England, 1998, bin gbc 1953).
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nhung chi ¢ nhiéu nét tuong déng trong “gia dinh” ton gido gdbm co Phat gido, Cao Dai, Kitd
gido, Do Thai gido, Hoi gido, Khong giao, Lao gido, v.v. Trong mdt dai gia dinh, con chau
thu’O’ng c6 nhitng nét it nhidu glong nhu 6ng ba hay cha me, ma mot ai s& hitu “bdn chat” cia
gia dinh d6. Trong gia dinh ton gido cling vy, co it nhiéu nét hay “nudce di” riéng trong cach
ding biéu twong va ngdn ngir dé thé hién tinh dic thu cua mdi ton gido, ma khong mot tén gido
nao s hitu cach doc quyén “ban chat” cta ton gido.

Su hinh thanh cua nhiing nét ngén ngir va biéu tuong riéng cla m01 t6n gido co thé duge minh
hoa r& hon qua bdi canh truyén gido & Viét Nam. Khi cac nha truyén gido Tay Phuong dén Viét
Nam, ho mang vao nudc ta mot Kitd gido von di duoc trudng thanh voi nhitng nét vian hoa Tay
Phuong. Ciing thé, vin hoa Viét Nam ciing da duoc nung duc va mang dam ngdn ngir va biéu
tuong cua tam gido. Vi thé, hoi nhap van hoa 1a tién trinh thap nhap cua cac ngdn ngit ton gido
khac nhau, qua thoi gian s& xuat hién mot “#r6 choi” ngdn ngit méi véi quy luat diéu phdi riéng
ctia n6. Pidu nay duoc thiy qua cach Cha Dic Lo (Alexandre Rhodes) tim cach chuyén dich khai
niém “Deus” cho mot dan tdc chura hé nghe biét gi dén Thién Chtia. Cha Pac Lo nhan ra han tir
“Troi” (tiéng Nom do tir “Thién” va “Thuong” ghép lai) c6 kha ning quy tu nhiéu mic d6 vin
hoa, nhung can phai két ndi v6i han tir “Chiia” (ngudi o quyén hanh) thi méi c6 thé chuyén
dich ddy du ¥ nghia ctia “Deus” sang tiéng Viét. Ttr 6, Pao ma cac c¢b Tay rao giang s& duoc
goi la dao “Puc Chua Troi.” Trong cudn Phép Giang Tam Ngay, Cha Pic Lo di céan than vach
ra quy luat hiéu ngdm trong trd choi ngdn ngit méi nay.? Ngai giai thich rang “Pirc Chiia Troi”
1a mot thyc thé c6 ban vi khac véi thue tai vo tri ma ching ta thuong goi 1a “Troi.” Khi duing
tir “Dtrc Chua Troi” dé nodi vé mot thuc thé thiéng liéng, thi chung ta cling can hiéu cho tan
nguén vé cac yéu tinh nhu Hoan Hao, Toan Nang, Toan Tri, va Déng Tao Thanh troi dat va
mudn vét. Qua “tro choi ngén nglt” mai nay, Cha Béc Lo co thé dién giai cac biéu twong Kitd
gido quan trong khac nhu “tao dung”, “tgi 161 va “citu d5”*

9% ¢¢

Chung ta hay so lugce qua hai “tro choi” ngon ngit dai dién béi hai tir “7Tro7” va “Deus”. Theo
Pai Tu Pién Tiéng Viét c6 it nhat 50 cum tir lién hé dén “sroi. Néu 1a danh tir, thi “sroi” ¢ cac
¥ nghia: (a) Khoang khong gian bao phu trén khong (déi dd va roi), (b) Thoi tiét (6 troi, rroi
han), (¢) Strc manh sang tao va quyét dinh moi su (#roi hanh, troi phat) hay nguyén nhan cua moi
su khong do con nguoi tao nén (chim troi ai dé dém long!), (d) Mot luan 1y dai dong, xét xir cong
minh va d6 luong véi nhitng ké tram luan (¢r6i cao ¢é mdf), va (¢) Nhitng chan 1y vuot qua tri
khon nhung lai duge dung dé bién minh cho sy nghich Iy trén doi (zroi kia da bat lam nguoi c6
than). Néu dung nhu tinh tir thi “#r67” ¢6 hai nghia: (a) Tinh hoang dai, khong do con ngudi vun
trong hay nudi dudng (vi troi, cai troi, cuia troi cho), va (b) Mot thoi gian rat 1au (bao nam tréi xa
cach). Néu ding nhu than tir, thi “#i” co cac y nghia: (a) Tiéng than thd, thét 1én ngac nhién
hay luyén tiéc (¢roi oi, troi cé hay ching?), (b) Vuot qua gidi han con ngudi (muén lam troil), va
(c) Tiéng dung d¢ chti méng (D6 rroi trong!).

Trong vin chuong truyén khéu, truyén cd tich, thu muc st ky va cac tac phdm vin hoc chi
NoOm, khai niém “7ro7” da dam ré sau trong tdm hon va huyét mach, cling nhu tinh than tham

21 x. Phan Dinh Cho. Mission & Catechesis. Alexandre Rhodes & Inculturation in Seventeenth Century Vietnam. (Barnes &
Noble, New York, 1998).

22Alexandre de Rhodes (Gido ST Dic Lo), Phép Rira Tam Ngdy, “Néu cé ai nghe thdy tén nha cd kéu nha dy, ma ching nhin
chii nhd, néi rang: “Téi lay bon phirong nha nay, cho t6i dwoe lam quan’, dwoce lam vay chive dy ru? Nha thi khéc, chii nha
thi khac, troi thi khac, Chua troi thi khac. Nhu thé nha la vdt chdng biét diéu gi, troi ciing vay nhung xdc khéng, chdng biét
di gi, ching thong I€ gi sot. Vi vdy chang nén tho troi, chang kha lay troi, lay Dirc Chua troi, tho Dirc Chia Troi thi moi
phai. Nhén vi su ay khi thé gian néi rang: ‘Lay Troi!” thi thiéu mét chit chiia, vi vdy thi phdi thém dom chit dy, ma tir nay vé
sau néi lam vay: 'Téi lay Pirc Chita Troi, la Chila cd trén hét moi si’". Truy cap ngay 21/3/2023.
https://kholuu.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/phep_giang_tam_ngay.pdf,

23 x. Tw Pién Tiéng Viét. (NXB Khoa Hoc, Ha Noi, 1994).
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thong gitra si€u nhién va tin ngudng cua dan toc Viét.?* Trudce tién, “Troi” la mdt hién tuong
“thé [y” am chi céc thién nhién, cu thé va hiru hinh bao gém moi su vat. Thir dén, “Troi” mang
mot chiéu kich “dm 17 khi n6i v& ¥ chi thuong phat hogc 1a mét thé lyc che ché bao vé ching
sinh, nudi dudng van vat dé cho nhén loai nuong tya vao d6 ma song con, kinh sg, 1am lanh
lanh dt, than trach hay kéu cau khi gip dau kho cung cuc. Cubi cung “Troi” dai dién cho “chdn

1y hay “Ié phai” dai dong, trat ty nhan sinh va vil try, vuot tren ca tinh di truyén cta huyét thong
(Cha me sinh con, Troi sinh tanh). Noi chung, khai niém “Troi” n6i vé mot thuc thé vira hitu hinh
vira siéu hinh, vira tim 1y vira luan 1y, vn di c6 sin trong tdm thirc nguoi Viét. Linh muc
Leopold Cadiere, 1a mot nha truyén gido va nghién ctiru nhan hoc da dua ra nhan dinh sau day:

“Hinh nhu nhimg ¥ nghia chinh ma chung ta thdy gan cho Troi thudc vé cai von Triét hoc
riéng cia dan toc Viét, vi ¥ niém Troi da dn sdu vao trong tdm hén dan Viét... Cai y nghia
Déng Toan Ning di duoc trau doi phat trién voi anh huong céc tu twong Trung Hoa, nhung
ngay tir thoi nguyén thuy trong y thire Viét Nam dé co6 san mam mong ctia y niém 4y rdi. Cai
¥ niém ay da thim nhuan qua sau vao tim hon nguoi Viét, va da biéu hién  qua pho thong trong
ngon ngit binh din dé cho ngudi ta c6 thé nhin thiy & day khong chi 1a cong hién ngoai lai™?.

Mit khéc, cho di nguoi Ty Phuong khong dung ngdn ngir truc gidc dé nodi vé& “Troi”, nhung
ho ciing khong giit thai do vo tri hay thinh ling vé Thién Chua. Theo truyén thong cac ton gido
Tay Phuong, “Deus” la Pang Siéu Viét, vuot trén moi ngon nglr va khai niém cua loai ngucn
va duoc khai trién qua cac pham tru triét hoc nhu “Hitu thé”, “Nguyén nhan”, “Nén tang” va “Gidi
han” 2 “Deus” dugc cho 13 “diéu kién phai c6” dé thé gidi nay ton tai hay nhitng khat vong sau
xa nhat cia con ngudi dugc thoa man. Tuy khong thé thiy duoc bang con mit thé Iy nhung su
ton tai ctia “Deus” 1am cho con nguoi khic khoai va mu6n tim hiéu. Nhu thé, “Deus” 1a mot han
tir linh dong, ludn can duoc cap nhat hoa cho phu hop véi dong chay tri thirc ctia con nguoi.
“Deus’ 1a ngdn ngir cua nguoi da bi dubi ra khoi vuon dia dang va cb tim duong tré vé. Pay la
ngdn ngit vé muyc tiéu, ctru canh, khat vong va tiéu chuan luén ly, dé ty nhic nhé con nguoi ve
su hién dién cia Pang V6 Hinh trén budc duong lit thi trin gian. “Deus” phai 1a Pang ximg
dang cho moi dau gbi quy lay va cung kinh t6n thd, va tit ca gi khac chi 1a twong ddi trong
twong quan voi “Piém Tua” tuyét dbi dy. Noi dung ctia “Deus” 12 két qua ciia nd lyc suy tu va
bién minh cho Mau Nhiém tuy “c6 thdt” nhung khong thé ddi chiéu véi bat cir thyc thé nao khac
trong thé gioi. Ngon ngir vé “Deus” la ngdn ngir loai suy, dung cac pham tru thoi gian va khong
gian nhung dé chi ra tinh bat tit va giéi han cta ching.

Trong khi dé, trd choi ngdn ngir ctia han tir “Trei” thi chua bi chi phdi boi cac pham tru siéu
hinh hay tri thitc ndo ca. “Ong Troi” khong phai 1a Dang Tbi Cao tuyét ddi, vo han va hoan toan
biét 1ap v4i con nguoi. CAi pham tuc va cdi thanh thiéng chua bi phan chia nhng van hién dién
song song v6i nhau, véi con nguoi la trung tdm: “Thién thoi, dia loi, nhan hoa.” Bét cir mot goc
cdy c0 thu, mot vue song hay mot ngon nui cao déu 13 noi cu ngu cta than linh. Nguoi qua co
van vé bao mong hoidc nho ké sdng gitip giai oan. Séng trong tin ngudng va thé gidi than linh
do, con nguoi bi thuc déy di cing vai, ton tho than thanh moi noi moi chdn vi tt ca cling tu
than thanh ma ra. Sy hién dién cua “Troi” khong can phai minh ching vi dén tir truc giac va
dugc cam nhan noi cudc sdng hang ngdy: “Niii kia ai dap ma cao? Séng kia ai béi ai dao ma sau?”
Khi so sanh hai quan niém to6n gido ctia Viét Nam va Tay Phuong, hoc gia Nguyén DPang Thuc
da nhan xét nhu sau:

24 x. Joseph Tan Nguyén. Twong Quan Than Hoc. (NXB Ddng Nai, 2021).

25 Nguyén Dang Thuc. Lich Sir T Tuwong Viét Nam, Quyén 1. (NXB Thanh Phd Hb Chi Minh, 1992). 417.

26 Joseph Tan Ngu}{én. “Prrc Tin va Phuong Phap Suy Tu Than Hoc: Edward Schillebeeckx”, trong Thoi Sw Than Hoc, 59
(Trung Tam Hoc Van Ba Minh, 2013): 69-89
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“Tom lai, mot dang c6 quan niém,vé Thuong Dé vi da méat hinh anh dong phét thé nguyén

thuy dé lai noi lai, con mot dang co gilr lay cai kinh nghiém thuan tiy, cai dong tdm nhat thé

dy trén con dudng thuc hién ¥ thirc bién chimg truc giac... Pay la tAm trang cta hai nira nhin

loai, mot dang méat Me di tim, mot dang van gitt 1§y Me dé truong thanh trong long Me, khong

doi mot bude.”?’
Ton Giao Va Trai Nghiém Thanh Thiéng
Tén gido hoc phén tich cach t6n gido diéu phdi co cdu xa hoi, trang thai tAm linh, biéu tuwong
van hoa va ngdn ngir ton giao nhung van chua mé ta day dii vé phan tmg cta con ngudi trudc
su hién dién thanh thiéng. Kant dung phuong phép hién tuong luan dé phan biét giita cai dep
va cai cao ca. Céi cao ca dem lai ¥ nghia cho ddi twong nhan thirc vé su siéu thang tir chinh né
va goi 1én nhidu cam xtic manh liét hon chi khodi lac va sung man. Cai €ao ca co thé ‘gay nén
su kinh ngac, kham phuc va giy c6 xic pham. Tén gido 1a trai nghiém vé cai cao ca Von mo ra
chiéu day cua thyc tai. Ddi voi Kant, khai niém “7) hwong P&’ am chi mot dbi tuong co “su ton
ai” day dac nhét va 1a nén tang ctia moi thuc thé khac trong vii try.?® Schleiermacher, qua nhan
quan cua Triét hoc Lang man, xem trai nghiém ton gido nhu la mot “cam thurc l¢ thudc tuyét
doi” (feeling of absolute dependence”? Tir d6, Fries, Otto va Eliade ciing d3 khai trién rong hon
vé hién tuong thanh thiéng.

Jakob Friedrich Fries thém vao hién twong ludn ctia Kant nhitng yéu t6 cam xic ma dan hoa tdu
cua thé giéi mang dén cho ching ta®. Khi ta ¢6 cam xtic vé cai dep c6 nghia 13 ta dang don
nhan cai gi d6 dén tir thé gidi bén ngoai. Sy twong tac nay phai duoc xem la that vi day la sy
go1 cam (ahndung) chir khong chi la d6i twong trong nhan thirc. Chiing 12 trai nghiém siéu thang
Ve thé gidi kha giac von chi co thé dugc don nhén qua tryc giac va khong thé tur triru xut tir Iy

i. Hon thé nita, Rudolf Otto chi ra rdng cam xtc ton gido thi manh liét va nghiém tac hon la
cém xuc vé cai dep, vi d6 13 sy tiép xuc v6i thuc thé “Thiéng Liéng” (the Holy).*' Khac véi moi
trai nghiém thuong ngay, gip gd su thiéng liéng s& goi 1én phan ing “nhiém mau, khung khiép,
va 161 cubn” (mysterium, tremendum et fascinans). “Nhiém mau” 1a vi trai nghiém thiéng liéng
vuot trén cac pham tru tri thirc binh thuong. “Khung khiép” 1a trai nghiém bét luc, kinh ngac
va thoi thuc nhu duge truyen tai nang lyc. Trai nghiém thiéng liéng “161 cuén” va 1am cho con
ngudi thao thirc, mudn biét thém nita. Pay 1a trai nghiém vé su toi hau, cing dich va man
nguyén dugc cdm nhan nhu sé hitu thyuc tai & mic d¢ day dac nhét.

Cubi cing, Mircea Eliade di xa hon khi cho rang ton gido 13 hién twong “Thdanh Thiéng” (the
Sacred) dang xAm nhap vao thé gidi con ngudi. Sy xAm nhap nay dé lai dau vét tir ciu triic phd
x4, dinh cdc mai dén tho cho dén nhimg hinh miu tdm linh co ban trong cac truyén co tich.
Eliade xem sy thanh thiéng nhu sitc manh hinh thanh nén doi séng tip thé va cac dudng nét
kiéu miu thuong xuyén xuat hién trong trai nghiém t6n gido.3? Con ngudi dung rat nhiéu biéu
tuong ton gido dé t6 chirc x4 hoi trong tuong quan voi sy thanh thiéng. Con ngu’(n hién dai, tuy
coi thuong sy thanh thiéng nhung van c6 cam xuc hoai cb vé trai nghiém cta “nguoi c6 dai”
song trong sy ngudng vong vé sy siéu nhién.

Anh hudng cua “Thdanh Thiéng” cb thé dugc nhan dién can ban nhét qua khai niém “khong gian
thanh thiéng” (sacred space). T con mat cia moét tin do thi khong gian nhu dugc phan chia ra

27 x. Nguyén Dang Thuc. Lich Sir T Twéng Viét Nam. Quyén VI. (NXB Thanh Phé HS Chi Minh, 1992), 24.

28 x . Immanuel Kant. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. (Cambridge University Press. 2012, ban gbc tiéng Dirc,
1785).

29 x. Joseph Tan Nguyén. Théng Dién Hoc. (NXB Ddng Nai, 2021), 94-106.

30x. Jakob Friedrich Fries. Dialogues on Morality and Religion. (Blackwell Publisher, England, 1982).

31 x. Rudolf Otto. The Idea of the Holy. (Oxford University, England, 1917).

32 x. Mircea Eliade. The Sacred and the Profane: Nature of Religion. (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New York, 1957).
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thanh hai. C5i pham la khong gian sinh hoat hing ngay khong mang dén thyc tai tong thé 16n
hon. Cai thiéng 1a noi sy thanh thiéng to hi¢n (hierophany) va phai dugc don nhan cho phu hop
khi con nguoi bude vao dé (dén tho). Khong gian thanh thiéng 14 truc cuia thé gidi (axis mundi),
giip con nguoi dinh hudng sy ton tai ciia minh trong thé giéi. Noi d6, huyén thoai s& duoc ké
lai vé nhitng gi xay ra luc ban dau, va nghi thirc dugc dung dé tai d1en cac hoat dong cua than
thanh. Vi du, thanh pho Mexico 13 noi chim 6 than linh d3 tiéu diét ran doc, biéu hién cho noi
dinh cu an toan ctia thd dan giita sa mac.® Ca thé gidi xem Giérusalem, Roma hay Mecca nhu
1a nhitng diém quy tu thanh thiéng, hay 1a “Pdt Thanh”, tlrc 1a noi xuét than cia cac Pang Sang
1ap ton gido.

Bén ngoai khong gian thanh thiéng 1a su hdn tap (chaos), hoang dai va xa la, chua duoc thanh
hoa. Thé nhung, day ciing 13 noi ctia ning luc tai tao va bién d6i, phu hop cho cac nghi thirc
khai tim hay thanh tay. buc Giésu, Phaold va cac ngon su déu vao sa mac dé trai nghiém sy
thir thach va dugc ciing ¢ vai sirc manh than linh trude khi bat dau st vu cia minh. Trai nghiém
thanh thiéng dit con ngudi vao tu thé ty chat van vé ban ning va bong tdi ctia cude sdng, va y
chi pho thac hoan toan vao su quan phong ctia Dang Thanh dang mo1 goi minh. Qua trai nghiém
thanh thiéng, Dang Thanh khong con 1a mot dbi twong bén ngoal ma tré nén dong hinh dong
dang v6i cudc song ndi tAm, nhu 11 tha nhan ctia Phaold: “Téi song, nhing khéng con phdi la
161, ma la Pirc Kité séng trong toi” (Gal. 1:20-21).

Két Lun

Bai khao luén nay da khong khoi dau bang mot tién dé than hoc nhung cudi cung dua chung ta
dén ngudng ctra cta than hoc: Qua trai nghiém tén gido, cudc song con nguoi trd thanh cude
dbi thoai lién tuc v6i Pang Thanh Thiéng. Tén gido hoc mé ra bé day cua anh hudng ton gido
trén moi linh vyc ciia cudc sdng. Xa hoi hoc nhan ra t6n giao 1a cong cu duy tri ¥ thire hé giai
cap nhung ciing 13 co ché thiét yéu dé binh thudng héa x4 hoi va thiic day hudng di cho lich str.
Tam Iy hoc boc 16 cach ton gido thao ting chiéu sau cua v thire 14n y thirc va tic dong trén y
chi cung vdi tinh hop ly cta niém tin ton gido. Nhan hoc giai thich kha nang dién ngon ton giao
t6 16 cau tric cua tu tudng con ngudi va tao nén mang ludi van hoa.’* Cubi cling, triét hoc ngon
ngir cho thay su twong giao giita hai khai niém “Deus” va “Troi” da tao nén mang ludi “vin
hoa Kitd giao” duoc thanh hinh trén dat nude Viét Nam.

Khi su kién sy thanh thiéng xam nhap vao thé gidi pham tuc, con nguoi tré nén khic khoai va
tim cach dap tra. Loai di tha c6 thé nhan ra diu hiéu thién nhién nhu dong dat hay song than
trude khi chiing xay ra nhung chi ¢6 loai ngudi méi c6 kha ning tiép can hién twong thanh
thiéng nhu 13 Pang Thanh dang “ngé 167 véi con ngudi.’s Tuy qué quit trong tinh siéu viét cua
minh, nhung con ngudi van cé thé cam nghiém sy ngé 161 ndy nhu mot “mén qua” vo didu kién:
Pang Thién Sai da ty hién minh dén cliing chung sdng v6i nhan loai. “Mén qua” duc tin thoi
thiic con nguoi sang loc lich su dé tim cach “cur ngy” trong Nude Chiia va dao sau ¥ nghia cua
mau nhiém “Nhdp Thé”. Va tir d6 cudc d6i thoai bat dau; con ngudi khong chi “ndi vé” ma con
“noi voi” Thién Chua nira.

33 Quéc ky cita Mexicd in hinh con chim 6 mot chan nim cac miii tén (cudc séng sdn bin), mot chan ndm dau con ran doc
(sw nguy hiém), theo nhu huyén thoai cua dan Aztec ké lai khi ho tim duoc noi dinh cu giira sa mac.

34 yv¢ “Pao dtrc hoc Dién ngodn,” xem Joseph Tan Nguyén, “Tu Do Qua Nhin Quan Triét X3 Hoi Hoc Phé Phan cta Jurgen
Habermas,” trong Thoi Sy Théan Hoc. 94 (Trung Tam Hoc Vén Pa Minh, 2021), 120-148.

35 x. Karl Rahner. Hearer of the Word: Laying the Foundation for a Philosophy of Religion. (Continuum, New York, 1994).
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Niém tin ton gido c6 sirc manh than linh lam bién d6i nhan quan clia ngudi tin, tao nén nhing
gi4 tri va hanh vi v6n hinh thanh nén mot 16i séng, tirc 1a mot hinh thirc van hoa cho phu hop
v6i dire tin duoc don nhan. Nhu thé, phuong phap “mé ta day” vé mbi tuong quan gitra niém tin
t6n gido va van hoa chinh 1 sy khoi dau coa cudc hanh trinh “dtre tin tim kiém su hiéu biét”
(fides quaerens intelligam). Dé két thuc, nguoi viét xin muon ciu phat biéu stc tich cia Puc
Hong y Ratzmger tai cudc hop ctia Uy ban Tin ly A Chau tai Hong Kong (1993): “Chung ta phai
cong nhan rang dic tin ty no la van héa. Khong thé ¢é mét dike tin tran trui hay mot ton gido tro trén.
N6i mét cach ngdn gon, qua cach dire tin cho con nguoi biét minh la ai va nén la con nguwoi nhie thé
nao, thi dirc tin dang tao nén van héa, va dicc tin chinh né la van héa’®.
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