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Tu than va truy cdu cai Thién 1a dich nham cta triét Iy Trung Hoa. Do do, triét ly Trung Hoa
quan tam dén cach thirc 1am thé nao dé séng hanh phuc va sdng tot vuot trén moi ‘quan tdm
vé phuong phap luén. Dong thoi, nhitng tu tuong cua Dong phuong thuong dugce dién ta bang
nhiing cham ngon, an ngir va ngu ngdn ngan gon, nhung lai rat sdu sac va dung cham manh
dén con ngudi. Mot trong nhiing bac thay 16n anh huong dén nen triét Iy Trung Hoa 1a Khong
Tu, 6ng da anh hudng nhidu dén viée hinh thanh tu tuong vé dao Trung Dung, nharn chira
con dudong hu’ong con ngudi dén cung dich nhan sinh 1a sy Thién Téi Cao. Bai viét nay tap
trung tim hiéu cac khai niém Thién X, Pao i&, Nhan 1=, Thanh 7%, va Thanh Nhan 22 A, .
Nhitng khai niém diu rat cin ban nhung vo cting quan trong dé hiéu hon Trung Dung — con
duong din dén sy Thién.
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Self-cultivation and the pursuit of Goodness are the goals of Chinese philosophy. Therefore,
Chinese philosophy is concerned with how to live happily and live well, transcending
concerns about methodology. At the same time, Eastern thoughts are often expressed in brief
sayings, aphorisms, and parables, but they are profound and strongly resonate with people.
One of the great masters who influenced Chinese philosophy was Confucius, who had a
significant impact on the formation of the concept of the Doctrine of the Mean, which points
the way for people to reach the ultimate purpose of life — the Supreme Good. This article
focuses on exploring the concepts of Heaven (X)), the Way (3&), Benevolence (1), Sincerity
(7%), and the Sage (B2 \). These concepts, although very basic, are incredibly important for
better understanding the Doctrine of the Mean — the path leading to Goodness.
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Tu tudng Nho gia vé cing dich nhén sinh c6 thé duoc hiéu ngin gon ring: con nguoi von duge
ban cho ban tinh Thi¢n, tuy nhién trong kiép nhén sinh, con nguoi phai d6i dién véi nhiéu thir
thach va doi thay von anh hudng dén tinh Thién 4y. Do vay, muc dich cua kiép nhan sinh chinh
la 1am sao dugc phat huy t6i da tinh Thién noi minh, khi d6 s& dat dén su hop nhét voi Thién.
Khong Tir da “kham pha” ra dao Trung Dung, sau d6 dugc chau ndi la Khong Cap tong hop lai
va dién giai thém qua tac pham cung tén “Trung Dung,” nham chi ra con dudng hudng con
nguoi dén cung dich nhan sinh 1a sy Thién Téi Cao.

Bai viét nay s& kham pha tu tuong Nho gia vé Thién K, Pao 18, Nhan 1=, Thanh 3%, Thanh
Nhdn 52\, nhing khai niém dau rat can ban nhung vo cling quan trong va lién hé tryc tiép dén
dao Trung Dung. Khi con ngudi dat dén dich ctia dao Trung Dung, 1a khi con ngudi tré nén
thanh nhan 82 A\, dat chir Thanh %, sbng dtrc Nhan 1= cach tron ven, ludn nwong theo Pao &
va hop nhat véi Thién K.

Thién X va Dao J&
Thién KX
Quan niém vé Thién truée Khong Tir

Tir thoi ¢d dai Trung Quéc, Thién duge quan niém 13 ludn c6 lién hé voi con ngudi, hon nita
liy con nguoi lam trung tAm va lay hinh tuong dinh dau con nguoi chi sy thy Thién, nén khong
bao gi¢ Thién va con nguoi roi nhau. Thoi ay, Thién chi 1a vii try va bau troi tham tham, chu
khong phai 14 siéu ty nhién. Dén thoi Ha, Thuong va Chu méi bat ¢au ham y nhan cach than
ctia Thién, vdn c6 cong ning chi phdi bién dbi trong bau troi va khdng ché vurong quyén nhan
sw trén mit dat.! Nhu thé, c6 thé hiéu Thién theo hai nghia, d6 1 (1) bau trdi hay vii try tu
nhién, va (2) mot Pang co tham quyen trén con ngudi va van vat. Dya trén d6, dén thoi cac
Nho Gia ciing hap thu nhitng cdt yéu vé nghia cua Thién. Pa phan déu xem Thién 1a mot loai
van ménh va dinh ménh cua tinh tat nhién ngoai tai. Pong thoi, con ngudi co kha niang thuan
theo tinh tat nhién 4y ctia Thién.2 Bén canh do, Thién trong khai niém Trung Hoa ciing hay
dugc hleu nhu & Thugng Dé va 1a mot khai niém t6i cao.> Tom lai, Thién 1a mot khai niém co
cua triét Iy Trung Hoa, c6 thé dugc hiéu theo hal nghia chinh: (1) thyc tai v han khach quan
(bau troi, vil tru) va (2) Thugng pé - khai ni¢ém tbi cao. Vai niém tin t6n g1a0 cb dai, Thién c6
¥ chi* va 1a chu té cia vii tru.5 Phan tiép theo, bai viét dao sdu quan niém vé Thién cua Khong
Tu.

Quan niém vé Thién cua Khong Tu

Ngay nhiing chit dau trong Trung Dung di nhic dén Thién va Dao: “Thién ménh chi vi tinh,
suat tinh chi vi Pao, tu Pao chi vi gido.” Du khong dién giai dai dong vé Thién, nhung chéc
chén Khéng T y thirc Thién 1a mét thyc tai si€u viét, cao ca vo cung, tt lanh tot bac von phu
ban cho con ngudi sy thién ngay tir khi ra doi. Dong thoi, Thién ciing 1a dich diém ma con
nguoi hang khao khat vuon téi dé hop nhét trong kiép sdng 1am ngudi ciia minh. Khong Tir tin
rang chinh Thién ban phan sy cho con ngudi, chang han ban cho vua Nghiéu lam vua dé giang
day cho hoc tro, va cham soc cho dan (Ludgn Ngit XX, 1). Thém vao d6, moi van hanh cua vii

1 Sam Hién An & other, Thién, trans. Nguyén Duy Hinh (HCM: NXB Khoa hoc Xa héi, 2003), 19.

2 Ibid.

3 Zhang Dainian, Key Concepts in Chinese Philosophy, trans. Edmund Ryden (USA: Yale University Press, 2002), 3.
4Pén nay, viéc nhin nhan Thién c6 y chi hay khong c6 y chi vAn ndm trong vong tranh luén ctia hai huéng trai chiéu.

5 Zhang Dainian, Op.cit., 4.
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tru duge Thién thiét 1ap cach t6t dep va sy van hanh éy duoc goi 1a Dao. Néu con nguoi séng
hai hoa theo Thién Y, ét s& dat d¢én hanh phuc an vui. Nhin chung, cach hiéu cua Khéng Tir vé
Thién ciing duoc truyén théng nudi dudng, vi khong khéac 1a may so voi quan niém vé Thién
trude thoi Ong. Ong vira quan niém Thién 14 ty nhién khach quan lai ciing thira nhan than tinh
ctia Thién khi n6i dén Thién ménh.

Vi Thién siéu vi¢t va cao ca vo cung, vugt trén nhiing gidc quan thong thudng cua con nguoi,
nén Khong Tir ciing chang ddam ban gi vé Thién, nhung 6ng van tin Thién & rit gin va & ngay
trong con ngudi. Ong nhan dinh: “Qui than chi vi dirc, ky thinh hi hd! Thi chi nhi phat kién,
thinh chi nhi phit van; thé vat nhi bat kha di... phu vi chi hién”, nghia 1a nhimg linh lyc siéu
nhién tao nén sirc manh that 1a sung méan vay thay! Nhin ma khong thiy, 16ng tai ma khong
nghe; 10ng trong van vt ma ché“ing b6 sot... 61 kin 4n ma van hién hién (Trung Dung chuong
XIV). Cam thuc ctua ong that gan giii voi Thién, va véi nhitng linh lyc siéu nhién von thude ve
Thién.

“Quan tir ty thién ménh: nguoi quan tir so ménh Troi” (Ludn Ngir, XVI). Ong c6 thai do kinh
so Thién, cung su nhin nhan quy lut cia Thién va tic gia cia muodn loai.” O mot diém khac,
Khéng Tt cling noi: “bat oan Thién, bat vuu nhan, ha hoc nhi thuong dat. Tri nga gia, ky thién
hd: khong oén Troi, chéng trach nguoi, hoc dugce chut tri thue thuong ngay, tir do hiéu siu sic
dao 1y 16n. Biét ta, chi co Troi thoi vay.” (Ludn Ngit XIV, 35). Qua d6, 6ng thiy minh co trach
nhiém tho Thién va theo dao ciia Thién ma in & ngay chinh, c¢6 bon phan hoc hanh dé mong
hiéu duoc v Thién; tir do, 6ng day dd cac mon dé séng v6i thai do tho va ton kinh Thién qua
viéc hoc va séng dao Trung Dung. Tit ca diéu éy thé hién rang Khong Tir da nhan biét va tin
vao mot vi Thuong De T4i Cao (Thién), hay noi cach khac, 6ng 1a mét ngudi “hiru than”. DO
1a co s¢ dé 6ng noi vé dao dirc va cach riéng ban vé dao Trung Dung. Nhirng khai niém Dao,
Nhan, Thanh va Thanh nhén, vén duoc nhic dén trong tac pham Trung Dung, ¢ twong quan
mat thiét voi Thién va phan nao phéc hoa 1én nhitng pham tinh ctia Thién.

Pao #H

Dao c6 nhiéu ting nghia:¥(1) duong; (2) céi 1& nhét dinh ai ciing phai noi theo; phwong phap,
phuong hudng; (3) chan ly; (4) tu tuong, hoc thuyét. Tu than di dao, tu dao di nhan: nghia 1a
stra minh c6t & Pao, stra Pao cot ¢ long Nhan (chuong XX). Trong truong hop nay, c6 thé hiéu
rang Pao 1a chan 1y, 1a su that vbn duge ban sin cho con nguoi. Quan tir tuan Pao nhi hanh,
nghia 14 bic quan tir nuong theo Pao chanh ma di (chwong XI). Dé sira minh, thi ¢t yéu nguoi
d6 phai tudn theo chan 1y va su that, diéu nay rd nét ¢ long nhan (giip con ngudi tré nén ngay
chinh, day tinh yéu thuong). Nguyén Diang Thuc nhan dinh vé bao: Dao c6 hai phuong dién
thong nhét 1a Pao Trodi va Pao Nguoi, khoi diém va chung quy vé chit Thanh: “Thanh gia, thién
chi dao da. Thanh chi gid nhan chi Pao da: Thanh that 1a Pao trdi vay. Lam cho nén that 1a Pao
Ngudi.” Nhu thé dung mao ciia Pao trong doi sdng ciia con nguoi duge t6 16 khi dit trén nén
tang 1a sy thanh that. Néu con nguoi khong sdng chan thanh véi 1ong minh, thi viée sbng Dao
1a bat kha thi, do d6 khong thé thiang tién trén con dudng Trung Dung.

“Thién dia chi dao bac da, hdu da, cao dé, minh da, du da, crru da: Bao cua Troi dét that 1a rong
rai, day dan, cao cd, sang lang, xa tap, bén lau” (chuong XXVI). Theo 1€ do, Pao 1a sy to ra cua

6 T4t ca nhitng ciu trich trong tac phdm Trung Dung cua bai viét nay, dugc 1ay theo ban dich ctia Ly Minh Tuén, Ti Thu
Binh Gidi (Tp.HCM: Coéng ty van hoa Hwong Trang, 2010)
7 Thierry Meynard SJ., The Jesuit Reading of Confucius (Boston: Brill, 2015), 62.

8“8, Tir diéh Hién Nom, accessed November 30, 2022,
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%E9%81%93.

9 Nguyén Dang Thuc, Lich si Triét hoc Dong Phiong (Ha Noi: NXB Hong Diec, 2017), 205.
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Thién, Pao dén v6i va bao ldy con nguoi, Bao v6 cung cao quy, ménh moéng va vimg bén, khién
con ngudi thiy minh that bé nho, va can phai ludn nuwong theo ma séng. Qua vay, Pao chinh 1a
chan ly.

“Dao bt vién nhan. Nhan chi vi dao nhi vién nhan, bat kha di vi dao.” Nghia 14 Pao ching xa
ngudil. Ngudi nao 1ap ra Dao ma roi xa nguot, chang thé 1am nén Pao (chuong XIII). Cau nay
cho thiy Pao 1a mot dac tinh khién cho con nguoi thye 1a nguoi va mang pham gia cao quy.
Dong thoi, Pao noi mdi con nguoi déu giéng nhau va d6 chinh la diéu ndi két con nguoi lai voi
nhau nén mot. Con nguoi can luén gitr tinh thiéng liéng a ay trong long, bang cach nwong theo
Dao ma sdng va ludn quy trong nguoi than can minh vi ho ciing c6 tinh thiéng liéng ctia Dao
noi minh.

Theo Nguyén Van Tho, ¢6 dén ba th Pao, dyua theo thuyét Tam Tai cua Nho Giao: Pia Pao,
Nhan Pao va Thién Pao. Chinh Thién Pao 1a di€éu ma 6ng cho la Trung Dung.

Trudce hét, vi co xac nén con ngudi can phai khai thac ngoai canh, dé nudi dudng, cham soc xéac
than cho duoc no 4m, khée manh. Do 1a Pia dao, hay Vat dao. Thir dén, vi c6 tim hon, nén con
ngudi can phai an & cho xtmg dang, ddi dai voi nhau cho han hoi, dé khoi ho then voi danh hidu
con ngudi. P6 1a Nhan dao. Sau hét vi con ngudi co Thién tinh, ¢6 Than, nén con ngudi phai
séng siéu viét trén binh dién tam hon, séng trén binh dién siéu linh, thin thanh hoa minh, dé
song phdi hop voi Thugng dé ngay tir khi con & gian tran nay. D6 1a Thién dao. Ngudi xua
cling con goi dao éy la Trung dao, 1a dao Trung Dung, 1a Chan dao hay Dai dao. Thién dao thuc
ra khong day ta van vai mot than minh nao, du 1a siéu viét dén dau, ma chinh la khuyén nhu,
nhic nh¢ chung ta nén nhé rang chinh minh di ¢6 ban thé than minh, vi thé nén can phai tro
thanh than thanh.'®

Nhu vay, Pao cé thé hiéu chinh la dung mao cua Thién, va Pao von duge ban cho con nguoi
va ¢ trong thdm tam con ngudi. Chinh Pao lam cho con ngudi mang béan tinh thién cua Thién
va khao khat vuon dén hoan thién ban than, tirc nén thanh nhan. Pao vo cung quan trong va
gan véi Trung dén ndi Zhu Shi nhan dinh rang: “Pao la ngué)n mach quan trong cua nguyén ly
siéu pham, von ciing goi 1a Trung. Ty day co thé hiéu rd hon rang dao Trung Dung la dao
ctia Thién va 1a diéu gitp con ngudi dat dén canh gidi phdi Thién (hop nhit véi Thién).

Nhan 1=

Dé tién t6i dao Trung Dung, phai bugc vao dirc Nhan. 2 Do vay, phan nay tim hiéu vé dirc Nhan
theo tur twong ctia Khong Tir dé c6 co may hiéu hon phan nao vé dao Trung Dung. Khong Tir
dinh nghia Nhéan nghia 13 1ong yéu thuong con ngudi. Chir Nhan 1~ duoc két hop boi bd nhan
ding 1 va bo nhi . C6 thé hiéu, chinh dirc Nhan 1a c¢dt 16i dé con ngudi 1a con ngudi, va
khién con nguoi khac voi nhitng con vat khac. B nhi trong chir nhan cho thdy con nguoi ludn
can c¢6 nhau dé tré nén 1a con nguoi hon, dong thoi néu 1én tinh lién d¢i va tinh xa hoi cua con
nguoi. Qua thue, con nguoi ludn can c6 nguoi khac dé co thé ton tai, phat trién va trd nén chinh
minh hon, chtr con ngudi khong thé sbng mot minh va ciing khong thé trd nén con ngudi thuc
su néu khong c6 tha nhan.

10 Nguyén Vian Tho, Con duong huyén nhiém Trung Dung, bai thuyét trinh tai CQPTGL.
https://nhantu.net/TonGiao/ConduongHuyennhiemTrungdung.htm accessed February 6, 2023.

11y, Chunging Li, Zhong and Zhongyong in Confucian Classics, trans. Yuan Zhu (Beijing: Foreign Language Teaching and
Research Publishing, 2020), 14.

12 Ly Minh Tuan, Ti Thu Binh Gidi, Op.cit., 1245.
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Nhan 14 chuén tic dao dirc cao nhét cia Khong Tir. Dirc Nhan gém tom nhimg nhan dirc khac,
nén né dugc xem 1a B¢ cao nhat.!3 Trong khi “Trung Dung chi vi dirc di, ky chi hi hd: Trung
Dung 1a cai dao dirc cao ca nhét.” Do dé, viéc ban dén DPtrc Nhan 1a khong thé thiéu khi nhic
dén Trung Dung. Khi séng trong dirc Nhén, 10ng con ngudi s& an vui, tim hon thanh than, tri
khon sang sudt, hiéu rd sy 1y troi dat.'

Dirc Nhan (humanity) 1a dirc cao nhit, nho d6 con ngudi ¢ thé cing nhau séng thanh xa hoi.
Nhan tom lai 13 yéu moi ngudi.!S Chinh dirc Nhan gitup con nguoi cé kha ning séng cin tinh
xa hoi cia minh mot cach hai hoa. Nhan dinh nay, Wing-Tsit Chan ciing dong tinh khi khang
dinh riang dirc Nhan s& v6 nghia néu khong dat trong mbi lién hé giira cic mdi twong quan clia
con ngudi v4i nhau.'® “Nhan gia nhan da”, nghia la ¢6 long nhan méi 1a con ngudi dich thyc
(chuong XX). Long nhan khéi di tir viéc than yéu nhitng nguoi than ciia minh: than than vi dai.
Tir 46, 1ong nhan mé rong ra dé c6 thé yéu dong bao va ca nhén loai.

“Tri gia nhao thuy; nhan gia nhao son; tri gia dong; nhan gia tinh; tri gia lac; nhan gia tho!’
Nguoi tri thich nuée; ngudi nhan thich nai; ngudi tri thi hiéu dong, nguoi nhan thi yén tinh;
nguot tri vui thich, ngu’(‘yi nhan sdng lau” (chuong XXI). Quan diém vé dirc Nhan cua Khong
Tir rat cao dep va co gia tri, né luén song hanh va can sy bo tro ciia Tri. Mat khac, § y tudng trén
ciing cho thay ngudi c6 dirc Nhan 1a nguoi wa thich sdng binh lang, c6 mot tim hon an yén va
vimg vang nhu nai. Ho c6 kha nang lam chu ban than minh va huéng dén mot cudc séng vinh
hang.

Can hiéu rang, Khong Tir co phén biét giita bac thanh va bac nhan — hay con goi 1a bac quan
tir. Bac thanh 14 bac cao nhét, 1a nguoi gitp ich duge cho ca nhan quan A %;'8 con bac nhan
hay bac quén tir 1a nguoi mong wdc duoc tré nén thanh nhan, nho vay ma biét lay cach dbi dai
v6i minh ma d6i dai v6i nguoi khac19 “ky s& bt dyc, vat thi u nhan” (Nhan Uyén, sb 2). Tém
lai, nhan nghia 1 yéu ngudi va 12 nén tang dé tré nén thanh nhan. Nho nhan ma hiéu duge rang
moi nguoi c6 tinh lién déi va trach nhiém vaéi nhau: “tir hai chi ndi, giai huynh d¢ da” (Nhan
Uyeén, s 5); dong thoi thay dugc st mang cta thanh nhén ciing chinh 1a gitip ich cho tha nhan
— gitip dat dén Chi Thién.

“Quéan tir t ky vi nhi hanh; bat nguyén hd ky ngoai: ngudi quan tir hanh dong ¢ trong dia vi
hién tai cia minh; khong mong wéc gi & ngoai, vi thay tu 1ong minh da no du” (chwong XIV).
Ngudi quan tir ¢o dire Nhén, nghia 14 ludn danh tinh yéu hudng vé tha nhan, nhung ho biét hanh
dong trong dia vi cia minh va ty thay noi 1ong minh di no du. Didu nay rat khac véi tim thé
ctia mot ké dirmg ndi nay trong nai no hay cr tim niém vui & bén ngoai. Tréi tim clia nguoi quan
tir huéng vé tha nhan, nhung tu noi n6 da co sy no day va thu thai an binh. Diéu d6 cho thay
nguoi quan tr c6 mot noi tam rat cao quy va viing vang, c6 mét khong gian riéng noi cdi 1ong
ctia minh; d6 14 ngudn vui thanh thién ciing nhu la sirc sdng cho nguoi quan tir. Dong thot,
ngudi quan tir ciing 14 ngudi c¢6 trach nhiém rit cao voi chinh minh khi y thirc va kiém diém
chinh minh thudng xuyén: “Xa hiru tw hd quan tir, thit chu chinh hoc, phan cau chu ky than:

13 Truong Van Lap, Dao, trans. by H6 Chau (HCM: NXB Khoa Hoc Xa Hoi, 1998), 60-61.

14 Ly Minh Tuan, Op.cit., 1245.

15 Max Kaltenmark, Triét hoc Trung Hoa (Ha Noi: NXB Thé Gidi, 1999), 16.

16 Wing-Tsit Chan, A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, 4" printing (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1973), 104.
7 Nguyén van: JIE %K, {CHSLIL ; 5158, CHF, NE% CHS

18 Nhan quan nghia 1a: doan nguoi, chi chung loai nguoi. “ AZ,” tir dién Han Nom, accessed March 27, 2023,
https://hvdic.thivien.net/hv/nh%C3%A2n%20qu%E1%BA%A7n.

19 Nguyén Hién L&, Dai cuong Triét hoc Trung Qudc, phan IT (TP.HCM: NXB. Thanh Nién, 2004), 367.
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ban cung giéng nhu ngudi quan tir, chang trang dich thi quay lai tim nguyén nhan ¢ ngay minh”
(chuong XIV).

Hinh Anh Thanh Nhan 52 A\ — Con Nguoi Dat Pén Chi Thanh 5k
Thanh Nhan 52 A\ — Bac Chi Thanh 3

Thanh nhan 82 A nghia 13 ngudi ¢ dirc hanh cao va thong hiéu sy 1i.2° Theo nghia chiét tu,
chir thanh 5 bao gdm bo nhi H, bo khau [ va b vuong F, qua d6 c6 thé kham pha ‘thanh’
nghia 1a nguoi c6 kha nang nghe H tiéng noi M cta Dang cai quan T va Ding vuot trén moi
loai, Pang 4y chinh 1a Thuong Dé hay 1a Thién. Pdng thoi, nguoi nay co kha nang dé néi lai
[, truyén lai nhitng 161 ciia Thién T cho thé nhan. Tém lai, c6 thé hiéu thanh nhan nghia la
nguoi co kha ning ling nghe va hiéu y dinh ciing nhu tiéng noi ciia Thién, nghia 1a hop nhét
v6i Thién, tir d6 to ra su tot lanh v6n anh huong tich cuc dén con nguoi.

“Thanh gia, thién chi dao da; thanh chi gid, nhan chi dao da. Thanh gia, bat mién nhi trung, bat
tu nhi déc, thung dung trung dao: thanh nhan da:?! chan thanh 1a dao cua troi; tré nén chan
thanh 13 dao ciia nguoi. Co chan thanh, khong ¢d ging ma van trang, khong suy nghi ma van
dugc, thong tha thu thai trong Pao Trung: do la thanh nhan vay” (chuong XX). Cheng Ak
thuong dugc dich la chén thanh (sincerity) hoac 13 hoi nhét (1ntegr1ty) Theo d6, hoi nhat & day
nghia 1a mot “tién trinh sang tao”, sang tao dé cai nhidu tré nén cai mot.2? Trong bdi canh dao
Trung Dung, c6 thé hiéu rang, Thanh 1a mot tién trinh dé con nguoi dat dén thanh nhan, 1a viée
bién “cai minh” con dang phan manh trd nén “cai minh” hoan thién va hoi nhat.

Chi c6 thanh nhan méi thu dic dugc Pao cua Troi, tirc 13 cai chan thanh khong can ¢ ging va
suy nghi. Con hau hét con ngudi dang phai tu tap hang ngay cach kién tri gian lao dé hy vong
dat dén duoc chir Thanh. Chan thanh hay toan thién 12 Dirc ctia Thién va ciing 1a Dirc ciia thanh
nhan, ma chan thanh 12 mot thyuc tai von c6 noi Thién va noi thanh nhan bAm sinh.2? Nhu thé,
n(n thanh nhan c6 su hién dién tran day ctia Thién: “Chi thanh nhu than” (chuong XXIV). Luc
ay, nguoi dat dén Chi Thanh c6 su hiéu biét va nang lyc nhu than linh, khong con bi go bo 1€
thudc trong khong gian va thdi gian nhu nguoi thuong nira.?*

Diém dang luu y, thanh nhan khong nhing thanh tyu noi minh, nhung con tac thanh cho moi
vat ntta. “Thanh gid, phi tu thanh ky nhi di da, s¢ di thanh vat da: chan thanh, khong phai tu
minh thanh tyu lay minh ma thoi, lai c¢dt 13 phai tac thanh cho moi vat nita” (chwong XXV).
That vay, tién trinh con nguoi dat dén chan thanh c6 sy tro giup va goi hung tir thanh nhan, tirc
nhting vi da thanh tyu noi minh; déng thoi, con nguoi c6 trach nhiém cung gitp nhau dat dén
su thanh tyu, chir khong hén 1a di mot minh. Nhung tat ca nhiing trg lyc bén ngoai chi l1a sy chi
dan va tro gitp, diéu chinh yéu va mang tinh quyét dinh van 14 & ca nhan tu thuc hanh dao 1y.
“Thanh gia, ty thanh da; nhi dao, tu dao da. Thanh gia, vat chi chung thuy. Bét thanh vo vat.
Thi ¢b quan tu thanh chi vi qui: chan thanh 1a ty minh thanh tyu; con dao 1y 1a ty minh di trong
dao 1y vay” (chuong XV).

20 BB A, tir dién Hin Nom, accessed January 31, 2023,
https://hvdic.thivien.net/whv/%E8%81%96.
ANguyénvin: B R 2 EL B2 BEAZCE LA EFMMPAEMBSUREI P EZ At

22 David L. Hall and Roger T. Ames, Focusing the Familiar a Translation and Philosophical Interpretation of the
Zhongyong (USA: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2001), 24.

23 Ly Minh Tuén, Trung Dung thuyét minh (2001), chuong XXV.
24 Ibid., chwong XXVL.
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Chan thanh 1 khéi dau va cung dich ctia moi vat. Khong c6 chan thanh khong c¢6 vat nao hét.
Vay nén bac quan tu quy trong su chan thanh noi con ngudi va noi van vat (chuong XXV). Tu
d0, c6 thé thdy, Thanh 1a mot nhan dic vo cliing quan trong von anh huéng dén moi nguoi va
moi thtr khac. Qua thuc, néu mot nguoi khong nhin nhan moi thir trén nén tang 1ong chan that
thi moi thir chi la hu ao.

“Thanh tyu cho minh goi 1a Nhan, con thanh tyu cho moi vat goi 1a Tri” (chuong XXV). Nhu
thé, dtrc Thanh con bao ham ca dirc Nhan va dutrc Tri. Trong khi dirc Nhan 1a ¢t 161 ctia mot
con ngudi, dtrc Tri 14 nén tang trong viéc twong tac véi tha nhan. Chit Thanh vira gitip nhin vao
chiéu sau ctia con ngudi (Nhan), vira thé hién sy lién d6i ctia con nguoi voi nhitng nguoi khac
trong xa hoi va thé gisi (Tri).

Chi ¢6 ngudi c6 duoc dirc “Thanh” tdi cao trong thién ha méi c6 thé thé hién dugc hét cai ban
tinh thién phii ciia minh. Thé hién dugc hét ban tinh ciia minh thi phat huy dugc hét ban tinh
ctia nguoi. Phat huy duge hét ban tinh ciia ngudi méi phat huy dugc hét ban tinh ctia vat. Phat
huy duoc hét ban tinh cta vat thi c6 thé gitp cho sy hda duc cua Troi Dit. Giup cho su hoa duc
ctia Troi Dat méi ¢6 thé cung voi Troi Dat ding sanh 1am ba vy (Chwong XXII).2

Chir Thanh dién td con ngudi c6 tinh lién d6i va anh hudng rat manh m& véi nhau. Khong chi
su lién d&i con nguoi voi nhau, nhung con sy hi€p nhat ciia con nguoi voi Thién va Pia, c6 thé
ngam hi€u trong twong quan vai thuc thé thiéng liéng cao ca va vdi toan thé thu tao.

Trung Dung dé ra ba phuong phap chinh yéu dé giip con nguoi tién t6i hoan thién hay dat dén
chit Thanh (chuong XX): Tri - mé& mang tri tué dé co thé hiéu biét thdu dao va sang sudt phan
dinh; Nhan — yéu thuong con nguoi bang hanh dong va lam nhing diéu lanh; va Diing - ¢6
gang phat trién nang lyc tinh than dé 1am chu ban than cing nhu vuot qua nhing kho khan thir
thach. Qua do, co thé thay 10, Khong Tur thue sy 1a mot triét gia, da dua vao 1y tri con ngudi
(Tri) dé khai pha va phat trién doi sdng dao dirc (Nhan). Khoéng la 1Am khi Khong Tir da dé ra
con du:ong hoc van rat chinh chu ngay tur thoi bét dau ¢6 nhén thirc ding dan. Muc tiéu cao nhat
ctia viéc hoc, voi Khong Tir, la dé 1am nguoi, dé song dao dirc va dé hoa hop véi Thién. Ngay
tr chuong dau tién trong quyén Luan Ngit, ong da dé cap ngay dén viéc hoc nay “Hoc nhi thoi
tap chi, bat diéc duyét hd?26 Cau nay c6 nghia viéc hoc dem lai cho 6ng niém vui thoa trong
1ong va gop phan dat dén y nghia doi nguoi. Mot khi dng da hoc didu gi, ong danh toan b tam
tri va con ngudi minh dé tim hiéu ranh mach bdi canh va di siu vao timg chi tiét, doc gia sé
hiéu rd hon tinh than kham pha ciia 6ng qua cau chuyén ong theo thay Su Twong Tir hoc dan.
Qua thyc, dng 1a mot guong sang cho nhiing ai nghién ciru hay hoc hoi mét diéu gi trong cudce
song. Thém vao d6, Khong Tir con noi dén thai do khi hoc, di nhién hoc dé hiéu biét, nhung do
chwa bang hoc vi yéu thich, va cao nhét 1 hoc véi niém vui hoan hy: Tri chi gia bt nhu hiéu
chi gia, hiéu chi gia bat nhu lac chi gia (Ludn Ngit VI, 20).

Cu thé hon, Khdng Tir con chi ra phuong phap hoc tip qua ndm tir khoa: hoc rong, héi k¥, nghi
can than, phan tich sang t6 va lam hét long (Trung Dung, XX). Chinh nha triét hoc khai sinh ra
gido dyc thuc nghiém John Dewey di 4p dung nim budc nay ciia Khéng Tur dé hinh thanh
phuong phap gido duc tré em.?’” John Dewey ciing da dua ra mot nhan dinh: “gido duc chinh 1a

BNguyenvin B X T E R RAESHMESEHNERAZUEESAZHNEEY ZUEESY 2R

gpuBXMZEEYNEXRM 2B O M8 X ith £ - Duy thién ha chi thanh vi ndng tan ky tinh. Nang tan
ky tinh, tic nang tan nhan chi tinh. Nang tan nhan chi tinh, tic nang tan vat chi tinh. Ndng tan vét chi tinh, tic kha di tan
thién dia chi hda duc. Kha di tan thién dia chi hda duc, tic kha di dit thién dia tham hy.

26 Khéng T, Ludn Ngit, chuwong I [1dy theo ban cia Dwong B4 Tudn, Ludn ngit chii gidi, trans. Ngd Tran Trung Nghia (Ha
Noi: NXB Van Hoc, 2019].

27 Wing-Tsit Chan, Op.cit., 107.
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cudc sdng, chir khong pha1 1a ¢ chuan bi cho cudc song * Xét ra, John Dewey ciing glong
Khong Tir & chd d& cao viéc hoc va déu xem d6 1a mot phan cua cude song con nguoi; nhat la
viéc hoc nham dén thuc hanh, tic 13 chinh cach song ciia con nguoi. Khong Tir van dung tat ca
tri khon va trai tim cia minh dé hoc va dung viéc hoc dé gitp minh thanh tuu; dong thoi giup
cho ngudi khac ciing thanh tyu (dat dén chir Thanh).

D6i vi Khong Tir, mot ngudi dat dén tinh trang thanh nhan, ciing hiéu rang nguoi dy da hoan
thién ban than minh dong thoi cé tic dong gitip moi vat dat dén thanh tyu cta ching. C6 thé
nhin lai nhitng déc nét chinh yéu ctia bac thanh nhan: d6 1a ngudi ham hoc hoi, co phéan dinh
t6t (Tri); 1a ngudi yéu mén va phuc vu tha nhan (Nhéan) va 1a ngudi biét lam chi minh, biét ho
then voi nhimng diéu thap hén va c6 ¥ huéng vuon 1én nhitng didu cao quy (Diing). Dic biét,
thanh nhan duoc hiéu 1a nguoi da hoa hop véi Thién, vi chinh sy Thién noi Thién dugc to 16
cach tran day noi thanh nhan. Dich dén cia doi song con ngudi chinh 1 dat dén tinh trang ay:
Chi Thanh — Chi Thién — Thanh Nhén. Tat ca déu 1a mot: hop nhat voi Thién (phdi Thién).

Cam Hoa Tha Nhan
Bac thanh nhan cam hoa tha nhan

Xét cho cuing, sy Thién dich thuc chi ¢ thé to 16 ra trong twong quan véi tha nhan va trong d6i
XUr ctia con ngudi voi nhau.?® DI nhién, sy Thién c6 gia tri ty than (khong 1é thudc vao su ton
tai ciia con ngudi), nhung khi t6 10 noi con nguoi, sy Thién can nhiing mbi tuong quan con
ngudi v6i nhau dé co thé duoc con ngudi nhan thdy, qua nhitng suy tu, hanh dong, cach hanh
xtr hay nhirng 161 néi v6i nhau. Sy Thién c6 suc lan toa, thé hién & ch5 khi mot nguoi dat dén
muc quan tu hay thanh nhan, sy hién dién cia nguoi ay c6 stc chat vin va truyén cam hing
dén nhitg ngudi bén canh, khién moi ngudi cing mudn dat dén sy Thién.

“Thi c¢b quan tir d¢ cung, nhi thién ha binh: bac quén tir ging sirc gitr minh mot cach cung kinh
thanh that, ty nhién khap ca thién ha déu duoc thai binh” (chuong XXXII). Diéu do6 thé hlen
r& mot didu, con nguoi c6 sy lién doi va anh huong tac dong 1én nhau. Néu c6 mot ngudi song
thanh that, nuong theo diéu thién, it s& anh hudng cach tich cuc dén nhiing nguoi xung quanh,
tham chi 1a “khdp ca thién ha duoc thai binh.” Piéu nay da duoc chimg minh rat nhiéu noi
nhing thanh nhén trong dong lich su. Chang han, Térésa thanh Calcutta, von 1a mét tu si danh
ca doi va tron trai tim dé sin soc nhu’ng nguoi nd 1¢, nhitng ngudi khong chén tya nwong va bi
bo roi. Nho do, ba da mang lai an ui cho biét bao méanh doi bap bénh, dong thoi, ba tao strc
cudn hat va cam hoa biét bao con ngudi nhiét thanh khac budc theo 16i sbng phuc vu cta ba.
Qua thuc, viéc lam diéu thién co suc truyén cam hing dén bao con nguoi moi noi moi thoi.

Mot nguoi thuc hién diéu xau, rat dé lan truyén nhitng diéu xau ay cho nguoi khac; nguoc lai,
mot nguoi thuc hanh diéu thién, cling c6 suc lan toa dén nguoi xung quanh. Do d6, con nguoi
ludn c6 sy lién d6i va trach nhiém véi nhau, nhat 1a c6 kha niang gitp nhau dat dén sy Thién
dich thuec.

Trong dao 1y ciia Khong Gio, su chan thanh va tu dudng tri thirc noi ban than minh 13 diéu can
¢o trude khi lan toa dén hay cam hoa ngudi khac.?? Khong Gido luon dé cao khia canh tu dudng
ca nhan va lan téa dén tha nhan, ching nhu 1a hai mat luén song hanh cung nhau va tuong quan

28 Cf. Daniel K. Grardner, Confucianism: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014), 22.

29 Panos Eliopoulos, “Education and the doctrine of the Mean in Aristotle and in Confucius,” ITpo6aemu Ocsimu B Icmopii
Dirocogii 37, no.3 (2014), 250.
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bién chimg v&i nhau. Tu dudng ban than ma khong tiép can véi ai hay khong can dén ai khac,
thi qua 1a mot diéu bat kha thi; va nguoc lai, cam hoa ngudi khac trong khi minh khong c6 nét
chan thanh va nhan dtrc ndo, thi ciing 1a mot viéc khong thé.

Khong Tir n6i: “Bét hién duy dire, bach tinh ky hinh chi... Thanh sic chi v di hoa dan, mat gia:
ta nh¢ birc sang, khong can 16n tiéng khong can dung mao... Néu dfmg tiéng noi va dung mao
ma cam hoa dan, 4y 1a diéu ngon vay” (chuong XXXIII). Nhu thé, Vlec cam hoa nguoi khac
khong nam ¢ dung mao va tleng n01 nhung & cai Buc &, d6 mai 1a goc con nguoi. Qua thuc,
con nguoi ¢6 trach nhiém soéng t6t @& cam hoa nhau, nhung trudc hét can cé cai birc ndi tai,
nghia 1a phai c6 mot doi sdng dao hanh va dtrc do, khong dinh bén danh, lgi, thi, quyén; roi tir
d6, nguoi d6 méi co thé cam héa nhirng ngudi bén canh.

Céi buc 1a gi? Pao la can cu cua Buc. Puc 1a thuc tién ctia dao. Pao va buc gén b6 mat thiét
v6i nhau “chi vu dao, ¢t vu dirc,” nghia 1a cai chi ¢ nhu dao, chd dia & nhu dirc.3° Nhu thé,
ngudi cé cai Pirc ndi tai phai la ngudi nuong theo Pao c6 sin trong minh ma séng Nguoi co
burc phai t6 ra bang hanh dong thuc tién chan chinh ciia minh: “vi chinh di duc,” nghia la lay
dirc dé thyc thi chinh sy.3! D6 ciing 1a muc dich cao quy ciia Pao Dtic, gan lién véi su chin
chinh, t6 ra noi hanh dong va tac dong dén tha nhan cling nhu van vat. Theo tir dién Han Nom,
Dirc 1% nghia la pham chét tot dep, quy pham ma con ngudi phai tudn theo. N6 ciing ddng nghia
v6i chir Thién.32 Tom lai, con nguoi dat dén chit Thanh, c¢6 thé cam hoa nhimng nguoi khac bang
chinh cai Ptrc ndi tai cia minh, thé hién qua 16i séng, 16i nhin nhén va cach hanh x& cia minh.
Moi suy nghi, 101 n6i va hanh vi cia bac thanh nhan, s€ luén c6 strc moi goi noi tha nhan mot
su huong l1én diéu cao thuong va hoan thi€n, boi bac thanh nhan dang mang strc manh ngi tai
cua Thién, do6 la sy Thién Tot Bac.

Chung quy lai, chinh nh& cai Thién von c6 noi con ngudi va Chi Thién — diéu Thién cao ca ma
con nguoi mong dat dén méi thuc su trg thanh déng luc séng va ¥ nghia cao ca cho doi séng
con nguoi. Nhitng nd lyc khdm pha tu twong Nho gido qua cac khai niém can ban nhung quan
trong va lién h¢ dén Pao Trung Dung ngang qua bai viét nay, du con nhiéu han ché, hy vong
gdp phan mét cai nhin mo, goi himg mot triét Iy séng tir thoi co dai nhung luén méi meé giap
con ngudi kham pha va dat dén nhitng diéu cao quy va thién hao, von 13 ¥ nghia va gia tri cua
doi nguoi.
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